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Members of the Oklahoma House of Representatives are public servants entrusted with maintaining the integrity of the House, and as such have a duty to prevent the erosion of public confidence in its authority by setting forth appropriate discipline for actions which may tend to impugn the honor, dignity, and integrity of the House.  Pursuant to Article V, Sections 30 and 42, of the Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma House of Representatives is granted the authority to punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds (2/3), expel a member; and in any legislative investigation, the power to punish as for contempt, disobedience of process, or contumacious or disorderly conduct.
In recognition of its responsibility to the citizens of this state and in response to the authority granted by the Oklahoma Constitution, the Oklahoma House of Representatives adopts the following code of conduct:

1.
Representatives shall respect and comply with the law and shall perform at all times in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and independence of the Oklahoma House of Representatives and of the Oklahoma Legislature, refraining from disorderly behavior.  Disorderly behavior includes but is not limited to: 
a.
any conduct constituting a legal, moral, or ethical wrong that materially impairs the member's ability to perform the duties of his or her office or substantially diminishes public confidence in the House of Representatives, including but not limited to House Rule 4.4, paragraphs (d), (f) and (g),
b.
any conduct constituting a conflict of interest under state law, or

c.
the intentional filing of a false complaint or the filing of a complaint in reckless disregard of the truth;
2.
Representatives shall not engage in self-dealing and shall conduct themselves in a manner consistent with the duties and obligations of a Representative under Article V, Sections 18 and 23, of the Oklahoma Constitution;  
3.
Representatives shall exercise the duties and powers inherent to their position for the benefit of their constituents and without securing privileges for themselves or others;
4.
Pursuant to Article V, Section 24, of the Oklahoma Constitution and House Rule 4.2, Representatives shall disclose any personal or private interest the member may have in any measure or bill, proposed or pending, before the Legislature to the extent the measure or bill does not affect the Oklahoma citizenry as a whole, and shall refrain from voting thereon;  
5.
Representatives shall not publish or distribute material with reckless disregard for the truth or with actual knowledge that a statement included in such material is false;
6.
Representatives shall perform at all times in a manner that promotes a professional environment in the House, which shall be free from unlawful discrimination and harassment, including sexual harassment of other members and House staff, as required by law; and
7.
A member convicted of a felony shall be subject to immediate expulsion from the House of Representatives upon a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the House pursuant to Article V, Section 30, of the Oklahoma Constitution.

53-2-9539
JGK
02/17/12

� DRAFT as edited by House Ethics Committee at meeting on February 16, 2012.
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