CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT SUMMARY
Measure   CCS for HB 1621  
Principal Authors:  Representative   Kern   Senator Wilcoxson
General Subject Matter:   Schools 
General Description of Major Differences between the current report and the version last seen and voted on in the House and the sections in which such differences are located:

(Changes from engrossed House measure, which were made in the Senate and contained in conference committee report/substitute (applies only to House measures):

Strike Title and entire bill and amend 70 O.S. 2001, Section 11-103.6, as last amended by Section 1, Chapter 82, O.S.L. 2004, adding to the core curriculum language to change the graduation requirements to include print awareness, phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics/decoding, reading fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension/critical literacy and requiring third grade students to have completed these requirements to in order to be promoted to the fourth grade.  Subject to the availability of funds, a student who is not promoted would be required to be placed in an intensive intervention-reading program during recess and after school.  In addition, subject to the availability of funds, if at the end of the school year the student is still not reading at grade level, the student shall be offered an opportunity to participate in a summer school academy or program.
(Changes made in conference: 

Restored the title.

Amend AMENDATORY     70 O.S. 2001, Section 1210.508B, as amended by Section 1, Chapter 197, O.S.L. 2004.  Each public school district in this state shall ensure that instructional time each day of the school year in kindergarten through third grade is focused on reading and mathematics.  The State Board of Education shall encourage school districts to integrate the teaching of the other curricular areas in the Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS).  
If a teacher determines that a child is not reading up to grade level, the teacher should notify the parents that there is a potential need for the student to participate in a summer academy or other program designed to assist the student in attaining grade-level reading skills.  The program shall incorporate the content of a reading program administered by the Oklahoma Commission for Teacher Preparation or a scientifically based reading program administered by the State Board of Education.

School districts may approve an option for students who are unable to attend a summer academy, which may include an approved private provider of instruction, approved computer- or Internet-based instruction, or an approved program of reading instruction monitored by the parent or guardian.  School districts shall not be required to pay for the optional program.  With all of these changes being subject to the availability of funds.  
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