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An Act relating to counties and county officers; amending 19 O.S. 2001, Section 1403, which relates to application of the County Budget Act; modifying application of act to include population limit; requiring performance audit of county officers in certain counties; providing copies of examination to examined entity and certain persons; requiring examined entity to pay cost of performance audit; requiring written estimate of cost; requiring notification of revision of estimate; providing for monthly progress billings; providing for copy of billing to examined entity; authorizing deduction of amounts billed from certain allotments; authorizing transfer of funds to certain revolving fund; providing an effective date; and declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .     AMENDATORY     19 O.S. 2001, Section 1403, is amended to read as follows:

Section 1403.  This act shall apply to any county which by resolution of the governing body elects to come under and comply with all its provisions and requirements.  For any county in the State of Oklahoma having a population of more than six hundred thousand (600,000), according to the latest Federal Decennial Census, this act shall apply when, by resolution, a majority of the county officers elect to come under and comply with all its provisions and requirements.  Once a county has selected the County Budget Act to govern its budget procedures, the provisions of this act shall take precedence over any other state laws applicable to county budgets, except as may be provided otherwise in this act and supersede any conflicting laws.  Any action of a county governing body to implement, rescind or repeal the application of this act shall be effective as of the beginning or end of a budget year pursuant to this act.

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section 213.3 of Title 74, unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:  

A.  For any county in the State of Oklahoma having a population of more than six hundred thousand (600,000), according to the latest Federal Decennial Census, the State Auditor and Inspector, deputies and agents of the Performance Audit Division shall examine at least once every four (4) years, all books and accounts of all county officers or custodians to instruct the proper county officers thereof in the performance of their duties and to prescribe cost-effective methods of operating such governmental entities.  A copy of the examination shall be given to the examined entity.  A copy of the examination shall also be submitted to each commissioner of the board of county commissioners of the county wherein the examined entity is located, the Chair of the House of Representatives County and Municipal Government Committee, and the Chair of the Senate General Government Committee.
B.  The cost of the examinations authorized pursuant to subsection A of this section shall be borne by the examined entity in an amount not to exceed the actual costs of the examination.  Prior to the start of such an examination, the State Auditor and Inspector shall prepare in writing and present to the affected county entity an estimate of the cost of the examination.  If the estimate requires revision, the State Auditor and Inspector shall notify the entity in a prompt manner.  Except as otherwise provided, the State Auditor and Inspector shall recover its costs for the examination pursuant to monthly progress billings presented by the State Auditor and Inspector to the Office of State Finance detailing current monthly costs for each examination.  In addition, the State Auditor and Inspector shall provide a copy of the billing to the affected county entity.  The Office of State Finance may deduct the amounts billed from the next subsequent allotment for the corresponding county entity and transfer the funds to the State Auditor and Inspector Revolving Fund.

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .  This act shall become effective July 1, 2005.

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .  It being immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, by reason whereof this act shall take effect and be in full force from and after its passage and approval.
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