CONFERENCE COMMITTEE REPORT SUMMARY
Measure SB 982
Principal Authors:  Representative Cargill
Senator Morgan
General Subject Matter: Schools
General Description of Major Differences between the current report and the version last seen and voted on in the House and the sections in which such differences are located:

√ Changes from engrossed House measure which were made in the Senate and contained in conference committee report/substitute (applies only to House measures):

√ Changes made in conference:

Section 1:  

· Creates the Achieving Classroom Excellence Act of 2005.
Section 2: 

· Establishes the Oklahoma Mathematics Improvement Program to improve student mastery of Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) by enhancing public school teachers’ mastery of subject knowledge and process skills.

· Provides $1,000.00 stipend to 6th – 8th grade teachers of middle school mathematics courses who complete a professional development program.

· Stipend is also provided for eligible teachers who have previously completed the same professional development program.
· Prohibits the stipend from being included in minimum salary calculations or retirement contributions or benefits.

· Authorizes State Board of Education to approve professional development programs offered in one of three formats

· Requires the State Board of Education to contract for independent evaluations of programs and provide an annual report to the Legislature and Governor.

Section 3:

· Provides middle school math labs to ten public schools with low student achievement

· Math labs will include hardware, software, training, and maintenance.

· Curriculum must meet scientifically based research guidelines and align with PASS.

· Requires State Board of Education to develop eligibility for schools to qualify and report to the Legislature and Governor.

Section 4:

· Creates the Achieving Classroom Excellence (ACE) Task Force to study state testing requirements fir 8th grade and high school students, hold public hearings, and make recommendations.

· A 19-member task force to report to the Legislature and the Governor by 12/31/05. 

Section 5:

· Requires students to demonstrate mastery of state academic content standards in reading and math beginning 2009-2010.

· Requires remediation for those students not scoring satisfactorily.

· Exempts students with IEPs.

Section 6:

· Requires students entering grade 9 in 2008-2009 to demonstrate mastery of stat academic content standards in a minimum of 4 out of 6 subject areas in order to receive a high school diploma.

· Requires remediation for those students not scoring satisfactorily.

· Provides for the ACE Task Force to recommend development of the 2 additional EOI tests

· Exempts students with IEPs.

Section 7:

· Requires students entering grade 9 in 2008-2009 to complete currently required 3 units of math in grades 9 – 12.

· Authorizes credit for certain courses offered in supplemental education organization (HB1600)

Section 8:

· Requires students entering grade 9 in 2008-2009 to complete college preparatory curriculum

· Authorizes parents to approve enrollment of their student in a non-college preparatory curriculum.

Section 9:

· Requires districts to offer full-day kindergarten by the school year 2011-2012

· Removes funding contingencies

· Authorizes districts to satisfy full-day kindergarten requirements by intra-district transfer 

· Exempts districts from requirement if bonded indebtedness exceeds 85% of the maximum allowable at any time within previous 5 years.

Section 10:

· Modifies pupil grade level weights in State Aid formula

· 1.3 Half-day kindergarten

· 1.5 Full-day kindergarten

Section 11:

· Provides a tuition waver for up to 6 credit hours per semester for high school seniors who meet eligibility requirements

Section 12:

· Prohibits school districts, employees, or employee organizations from denying a statewide professional educator’s association equal access to employees of the district
· Requires associations to reimburse districts for any costs incurred

Section 13:

· Authorizes school districts, schools, administrators, teachers, and students to participate in scientific based research to improve academic excellence

Section 14:

· Expands eligibility for the school performance review program by authorizing the Office of Accountability to conduct reviews

· Requires districts that request review to pay 25% of cost.
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