War on Terror Memorial Design Committee
Minutes

December 13, 2006

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Slavonic at 405 p.m.

Roll was called.  The following members were present: Rep.Duncan, Mr. McWhirter, Ms. Price, Mr. Rainbow, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Wynn, Vice Chairman Rep. Banz, Chairman Slavonic.  A quorum was present.
Other persons in attendance were Aron Storck, Mike Walters, Erin Beckman, Jeff Packham and Debby Williams.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes of the October 11 meeting.  Motion adopted.
Mr. Rainbow moved and Mr. Wynn seconded to keep the current slate of officers in place until a full committee has been appointed in the new legislature.  Motion adopted.
Mr. Rainbow informed the committee that Mr. Larry Smith, chairman of the Oklahoma Veteran’s Council, will replace him on the committee.  Mr. Rainbow will be the designated backup.  He will forward the necessary appointment paperwork to the Chairman Slavonic.

Chairman Slavonic addressed the committee and told of his trip to Hawaii for the dedication and groundbreaking of the USS Oklahoma Memorial at Pearl Harbor.  This was a well-attended and very moving event.  Much work and fund raising remains.to be done.

Senator Bass joined the meeting.

The update on the War on Terror Memorial website will be carried over to the next meeting.

A discussion regarding fundraising ensued.  Mr. Winn raised the question that we need to determine the amount of money required to be raised before solicitation starts.  This is contingent on the finalization of the design.  Rep. Banz has filed a bill for approximately $38 million to fund the moving, cleaning, restoring, and rebuilding of the existing Veteran’s Memorial Park.  The War on terror Memorial is directly tied to this park design and will be an integral part of the monument park.

Colonel Richard joined the meeting.  He further updated the committee on the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  The board of the Veteran’s Memorial Park will need to see the proposed design of the War on Terror Memorial to ensure that the design is an aesthetic “fit” for the rest of the park.
Mr. McWhirter felt that we should begin the design solicitation early prior to solicitation of funds and final design of the Memorial Park.  Mr. Rainbow added that the final design of the Veteran’s Park will be known well in advance and prior to finalization of the War on Terror Memorial.

Mike Walters of the Veteran’s Affairs council updated the committee on the design considerations of the Veteran’s Memorial Park. Much work has been done and all veteran’s groups will have input. Requests for architectural bids have been requested.  The design will include provisions for expansion of future memorials in the park. Once the design of the park is completed, the War on Terror Memorial committee will know the amount of space which will be allotted for the War on Terror Memorial. This will be key to determine the amount of funds to be raised.

A discussion ensued regarding the timing of meetings.  Rep. Banz felt it would be more effective to schedule our next meeting for February when the new legislature is in place and we will know more details of the Veteran’s Memorial Park.  Rep. Duncan concurred.  A motion was made and seconded that our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 14.
Sen. Bass will file a bill in the Senate to provide for a check off donation box on the Oklahoma tax return for maintenance of the Capitol Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Mr. Richard will circulate pictures of the existing memorials which will go in the park prior to the February meeting.
Mr. Rainbow raised the question as to who is authorized to sign a contract for the War on Terror Memorial website.  A motion was made by Rep. Banz and seconded by Chairman Slavonic that Mr. Richard be authorized to sign this contract on behalf of the committee. Motion adopted.
The next meeting of the Committee is called for February 14, 2007. 

The agenda shall include:

1. Welcome and roll call

2. Review minutes of last meeting.

3. Nomination and election of officers

4. Central Services update

5. Fundraising discussion
6. Web site update

7.   Other business and adjournment
Motion moved and seconded to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
