Oklahoma House of Representatives

Environment and Natural Resources Committee

Minutes

April 4, 2005
Room: 412C
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Chairman Armes, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m., in room 412C, at the State Capitol Building.

Roll Call

Roll was called.  Members present at the meeting included: Auffet, Vice-Chairman Covey, DeWitt, Peters (Ron), Piatt, Roan, Shoemake, Wilt.
A quorum was present.

Chairman Armes turned the chair over to Vice-Chairman Covey in order to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 418 on the agenda.
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 418 by Gumm and Kerr of the Senate and Armes of the House was considered.  Chairman Armes was recognized to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 418.  One amendment was offered by Chairman Armes on Page 1, Line 12, to strike the enacting clause.  A motion to accept the amendment was made by Chairman Armes, which was seconded by Representative Roan.  The amendment to strike the enacting clause passed by a unanimous voice vote.  Representatives Wilt and Shoemake asked questions on Engrossed Senate Bill 418.  Ben Pollard with the Oklahoma Conservation Commission was recognized to answer questions.  Representative Roan moved “Do Pass As Amended”, which was seconded by Representative DeWitt.  All members voted in favor:  Wilt, Piatt, DeWitt, Peters (Ron), Roan, Auffet, Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Covey and Chairman Armes.  The bill was reported out of committee with a recommendation of “Do Pass As Amended” as a committee substitute.
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 54 by Lerblance of the Senate and Walker of the House was considered.  Representative Walker was recognized to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 54.  One amendment was offered by Chairman Armes on Page 1, Line 12, to strike the enacting clause.  A motion to accept the amendment was made by Chairman Armes, which was seconded by Representative Shoemake.  The amendment to strike the enacting clause passed by a unanimous voice vote.  Representative Roan moved “Do Pass As Amended”, which was seconded by Representative Auffet.  The motion carried 7 to 2.  Representatives DeWitt, Peters (Ron), Roan, Auffet, Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Covey and Chairman Armes voted in favor of the recommendation, Wilt and Piatt opposed.  The bill was reported out of committee with a recommendation of “Do Pass As Amended” as a committee substitute.
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 304 by Lerblance of the Senate and Harrison of the House was not considered, due to a conflict for Representative Harrison.  It is being laid over until further notice.

Engrossed Senate Bill No. 474 by Rabon of the Senate and Pruett of the House was not considered.  It is being laid over until further notice.

Engrossed Senate Bill No. 525 by Bass of the Senate and Askins of the House was considered.  Representative Wilt asked for consent on accepting the Committee Substitute for Engrossed Senate Bill 525 as the working version.  The motion to accept the Committee Substitute as the working version passed by unanimous consent.  Representative Askins was recognized to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 525.  Representatives DeWitt and Auffet asked questions on the bill.  Douglas Hillary from the Meers Saddle Mountain area, Billy Penick from Comanche County Rural Water District No. 1, Gene Whatley the Executive Director of the Oklahoma Rural Water Association and Marla Peek the Director of Regulatory Affairs for the Oklahoma Farm Bureau were each recognized to speak about the bill.  Due to the number of questions on the clarity of the bill, Chairman Armes asked Representative Askins if she would prefer to have a vote on the bill today in committee or to lay the bill over for further consideration.  Representative Askins did ask for the bill to be laid over.  The bill is laid over for further consideration.

Chairman Armes announced that the Environment and Natural Resources Committee would possibly meet again next week during the same early time.  He asked that anyone interested in attending the meeting please watch for the meeting notice for details.

Adjournment

Chairman Armes adjourned the meeting at 9:40 a.m. to reconvene at the call of the Chair.
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