Oklahoma House of Representatives

Environment and Natural Resources Committee

Minutes

April 18, 2005
Room: 512A
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Chairman Armes, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m., in room 512A, at the State Capitol Building.
Chairman Armes opened the meeting with announcements.  Representative Armes announced that Sandra Benischek Harrison was leaving House Legal Staff for the private sector.  Armes expressed his thanks and appreciation for her work and Harrison received a round of applause in expression of appreciation.
Chairman Armes announced that he and Representative Askins had spoken several times regarding Senate Bill 525 and that she had met with rural water representatives over the weekend and had decided to pull Senate Bill 525 from consideration.
Roll Call

Roll was called.  Members present at the meeting included: Auffet, Vice-Chairman Covey, DeWitt, Peters, Roan, Shoemake, Wilt.  Representative Piatt was present after the consideration of Amendment 2 on Engrossed Senate Bill 474.
A quorum was present.

Engrossed Senate Bill No. 474 by Rabon of the Senate and Pruett of the House was considered.  Representative Pruett was recognized to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 474.  Amendment 1 was offered by Chairman Armes on Page 1, Line 10, By striking the enacting clause.  Chairman Armes asked for unanimous consent to accept the amendment.  Amendment 1 passed without objection.  Amendment 2 was offered by Representative Auffet, on Page 1, Line 23, By striking the word and number “ten (10)” and inserting in lieu there of the word and number “four (4)”.  Amendment 2 passed by 7 to 1, with Representatives Wilt, DeWitt, Roan, Auffet, Shoemake, Vice Chairman Covey and Chairman Armes voting in favor of the amendment and Representative Peters opposed.  Representatives Covey, Roan and Armes asked questions on Engrossed Senate Bill 474.  Chairman Armes recognized Representative Ellis to address the committee concerning his opposition to Engrossed Senate Bill 474.  Representatives Wilt, Covey, Armes and Peters asked questions of Representative Ellis.  Chairman Armes asked for a motion from the committee.  No committee member made a motion for recommendation of the bill.  The bill was not reported out of committee due to the lack of a recommendation.
Engrossed Senate Bill No. 574 by Lerblance of the Senate and Walker of the House was considered.  Representative Walker was recognized to explain Engrossed Senate Bill 574.  Amendment 1 was offered by Chairman Armes on Page 1, Line 10, By striking the enacting clause.  Chairman Armes asked for unanimous consent to accept the amendment.  Amendment 1 passed without objection.  Representative Roan moved “Do Pass As Amended”, which was seconded by Representative Shoemake.  The motion carried 9 to 0.  All members voted in favor:  Wilt, Piatt, DeWitt, Peters, Roan, Auffet, Shoemake, Vice-Chairman Covey and Chairman Armes.  The bill was reported out of committee with a recommendation of “Do Pass As Amended”.  Representative Walked thanked the Chairman and the committee for their consideration.
Chairman Armes noted for the audience that Representative Peters had pointed out that this being the last week for House committees to hear Senate bills, it was significant for this session, that Senate Bill 525 was not heard today.  He explained it would not be considered for the rest of this legislative session.
Adjournment

Being the final committee meeting for Environment and Natural Resources, Chairman Armes expressed his thanks to the committee members, Vice Chairman Covey and staff for their work and diligence in the Environment and Natural Resources committee work.  Chairman Armes adjourned the meeting at 9:50 a.m.
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