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<StartFT>An Act relating to motor vehicles; prohibiting use of mobile telephone while driving; providing penalty; providing exceptions; defining terms; providing for codification; and providing an effective date.<EndFT>
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA:

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .     NEW LAW     A new section of law to be codified in the Oklahoma Statutes as Section  MACROBUTTON "FreeForm" <Section No.> <11-901c> of Title  MACROBUTTON "FreeForm" <Title No.> <47>, unless there is created a duplication in numbering, reads as follows:

A.  No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon any street or highway of this state while using a mobile telephone to engage in a call while the vehicle is in motion, unless the mobile telephone is a hands-free mobile telephone.

B.  Any person convicted of violating the provisions of subsection A of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00), nor more than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00).

C.  The provisions of subsection A shall not apply to:

1.  The use of a mobile telephone for the sole purpose of communicating with any of the following regarding an emergency situation:

a.
an emergency response operator, 

b.
a hospital, physician, or health clinic, 

c.
an ambulance company,

d.
a fire department, or

e.
a police department; and

2.  The following persons while in the actual performance of their official duties:

a.
a law enforcement officer,

b.
a member of the fire department, or

c.
the operator of an authorized emergency vehicle.

D.  As used in this section:

1.  “Using” means holding a mobile telephone to, or in the immediate proximity of, the ear of the user;  

2.  “Mobile telephone” means the device used by subscribers and other users of wireless telephone service to access such service;

3.  “Engage in a call” means talking into or listening on a hand-held mobile telephone, but shall not include holding a mobile telephone to activate, deactivate, or initiate a function of the mobile telephone;

4.  “Hand-held mobile telephone” means a mobile telephone with which a user engages in a call using at least one hand; and

5.  “Hands-free mobile telephone” means a mobile telephone that has an internal feature or function, or that is equipped with an attachment or addition, whether or not permanently part of the mobile telephone, by which a user engages in a call without the use of either hand.

SECTION  AUTONUMLGL \e .  This act shall become effective November 1, 2005.
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