1. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

6/1/09
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Rep. John Trebilcock
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Cost Benefit and Best Practices for Protecting Infants from Shaken Baby Syndrome.  
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

Shaking a baby is a dangerous act that can cause trauma including permanent injury and death.  Many new parents do not know the dangers of shaking a baby  and safe alternatives to calm the baby.  Babies injured by being shaken can require expensive treatment, often at taxpayer expense.  


This request is to study the cost benefits and effectiveness of preventing the incidence of abusive head trauma in infants (aka shaken baby syndrome).


If approved, the assigned committee will study the most cost effective and beneficial methods of delivering services that educate parents of newborns about proper care for infants, including positive responses to infants’ challenging behaviors especially safe ways to calm a crying baby without shaking the baby, and awareness of the vulnerability of infants to abusive head trauma.
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