HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

May 26, 2009
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Rep. Richard Morrissette
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Operation Re-Store: Redevelopment incentives - low income neighborhoods and re-established urban districts - specific to grocers and food co-ops.    
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

Oklahoma City Chamber endorses this plan of study as an adjunct to their recent findings regarding the importance of not just city sponsored incentive efforts but state initiatives designed to bring grocers into low income and newly re-established urban districts. Currently, economic considerations are preventing grocers from establishing businesses in neighborhoods with low-income/high crime demographics or where population levels have yet to reach desirable levels (Bricktown). A review of property loss claims versus the cost of insurance coverage for this type business, the impact to the state for certain tax deductions, donated real estate tax write-offs as well as other possible considerations is required in order to establish the level of viability for creating an appropriate incentives package. Data indicates that high crime rates are linked to poverty and that the children of the poor are most likely the victims of life in low income neighborhoods without a local grocer. Impoverished parents are forced to travel long distances for supplies, according to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, and often opt to purchase convenient “fast food” which is low in nutritional value or “quick-shop” items at exorbitant prices. The impact to children shows up in nutritional data, indicating a higher level of obesity, diabetes and food insecurity among this group. Also, having a local grocery store tends to stabilize neighborhood residency which raises the potential for long-term personal property investment, improving conditions - overall –for the community. Oklahoma and Tulsa Counties are now reporting a near 90% child poverty rate with no real growth in urban redevelopment which means children in the state’s two largest counties are affected.   
IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	 Urban Redevelopment Officers

Ms. Alison Oshel and Mr. A.J. Kirkpatrick

OKC Planning Department 
420 W. Main, 9th Floor

OKC, OK 73102

#297-8958 (Alison)

#297-1631 (A.J.)


	OK Grocers Association
Mr. Ron Edgmon, CEO

PO Box 18716

OKC, OK 73154

# (405) 525-9419



	AWG Suppliers
Mr. Tim Bellanti

P.O. Box 950560
OKC, OK 73195
# (405) 518-3000

	Angela Monson
1000 Stanton L. Young
Room 164

Oklahoma City, OK 73117-1299
(405) 314-9613

	Mr. Buddy Haydel, Managing Broker
Haydel Associates

1900 Northwest Expressway

Suite 400

Oklahoma City, OK 73118
	Robert Jamison, Director

Oklahoma City/County Health Dept.
921 NE 23 St.
OKC, OK 73105

(405) 427-8651
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