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DATE:

May 22, 2009
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Rep. Richard Morrissette
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

 Alternatives to Focus on Excellence: better methods review of nursing home care performance incentives.  
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

Focus on Excellence 5-Star Ratings System Incentives Program was implemented and is currently administered by the Health Care Authority to raise the level of quality care in Oklahoma nursing facilities (2nd worst in the nation) by providing bonuses to those who meet certain performance standards. However, the program has been deemed “a poorly conceived failure” as there are no associated policies in place for remediation of weaknesses in service delivery. At present 282 nursing homes in the state are participating, and of those, only twenty-one (21) are considered 5 star receiving 5% cash bonuses, ($1.09 per day-per patient), with two (2) of the twenty-one (21) posting twice the number of deficiencies as the national average. Fifty-eight (58) homes rated 1 star and have lost their Medicaid funding due to infractions and still received a significant amount of cash reward for providing this poor quality care. Overall the program pays out 13-19 million annually. A review of better possible practices is required in an Interim Study to include examination of a plan for spending the designated incentives dollars on training for management and staff of failing homes.
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