HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

June 3, 2009
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Rep. Richard Morrissette
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Standardization of Judicial Practice: time limits for scheduling domestic court cases and setting a standardized burden of proof in determining “immediate danger of irreparable harm”
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

The lack of standardization for certain judicial practices costs thousands of dollars and many lives each year in Oklahoma. The most recent case, the Roof/Vaught murder/suicide not only resulted in the loss of the two individuals involved but an unborn child. However, the 10 year old son of Ms. Roof could be considered the real victim as the courts refusal to hear the case in a timely manner and to properly assess “immediate danger of irreparable harm” left the child open to years of unspeakable abuse and neglect.  
IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	David Prater, District Attorney
320 Robert S. Kerr Ave.

Suite 505

OKC, OK 73102

(405) 713-1600

dprater@oklahomacounty.org 
	Janet Peery, CDSVRP
Chief Executive Officer

YWCA OKC

2460 W I-44 Service RD.

OKC, OK 73112-8799

jpeery@ywcaokc.org 

	Brandi Woods-Littlejohn, Project Director
OK Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board

3812 N. Santa Fe,  Suite 290

Oklahoma City, OK 73118-8500

(405) 524-5900

bwoodslittlejohn@OCJRC.NET  
	Marcia Smith, Executive Director
OK Coalition Against Domestic Violence

3815 N. Santa Fe, Suite 124

OKC, OK 73118
(405)524-0700 Ext. 12

Marcia@ocadvsa.org 

	Attorney General, Drew Edmondson
313 NE 21st St.

OKC, OK 73105

(405) 521-3921

Suzy.thrash@oag.ok.gov 
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