HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

June 5, 2009
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Rep. Richard Morrissette
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Statewide Eastern Red Cedar Removal Program: Water Conservation and Wildfire Prevention Incentives Program 
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

According to a report issued June 1, 2009, red cedars are now considered the greatest threat to the state’s environment since the soil erosion of the Dust Bowl.
The current Nature Conservancy estimate of impact by this invasive plant reaches beyond 9 million acres of range land and forest in the state with more than 760 acres of Oklahoma land consumed every day.
Each tree absorbs millions of gallons of water every year it is alive, and, when wildfires occur, red cedars are the primary source of fuel, exploding in cedar petroleum flames that produce high trajectory air-borne embers.  

State-based options for the creation of what the Forest Service describes as “Firewise Communities” by incentivizing removal of the trees from private land by property owners should be considered in interim study. This is an urban problem as well as an issue for rural areas as proven in the recent Midwest City fires. And, it is a conservation issue for all Oklahomans. 
IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	Damon Springer
State Department of Wildlife

#(405) 990-9753

dspringer@odwc.state.ok.us 
	Russ Horton, Senior Biologist

State Department of Wildlife

#(405) 202-5901
Rhorton270@sbcglobal.net 

	J.T. Winter, Jr.

OK Conservation Commission

Woodward County

(580) 256-5320 Ext. 3 
woodwardccd@conervation.ok.gov 
	Mark Bays

Forest Service Coordinator

Will supply contact information

	Rep. Phil Richardson
State Capitol – Room 438
2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.

OKC, OK 73105

(405) 557-7401

philrichardson@okhouse.gov 
	Rep. Dale DeWitt

State Capitol - Room 433

2300 N. Lincoln Blvd.

OKC, OK 73105

(405) 557-7332

daledewitt@okhouse.gov 
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