HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

May 27, 2010
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Peters, Ron
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Issues surrounding the privatization of targeted Child Welfare services in the state of Oklahoma.
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:


An assessment of current Child Welfare services that are meeting the needs of children and those that are not meeting the needs of children in custody need to be determined.  Those needs that are not being adequately met could be considered for privatization.  Along with this assessment we would review all services currently privatized and how those are working for the DHS child custody children and adolescents aging out of custody.  (an example of one area where children’s needs are not met is when they change foster homes they often also have to change therapists which is wrong for the child who may have just developed a trust relationship with a therapist and then is told they can’t continue to see the therapist)
Research on different privatization models would be explored with best practice models being considered for Oklahoma or variations of these models to meet our state’s needs.  Other states have had many experiences we can learn from so we don’t repeat their mistakes.

We have many experts within Oklahoma who would need to have input into this Interim Study so that many voices are heard and we are meeting best practices ideals as we move forward.  Involvement of many in the beginning of the process will assure more success during the process of privatization.

IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	Claudette Selph
Claudette@selphandassociates.com
	Mark Youngblood
Marq.mblood@okdhs.org

	Linda Terrell
ccfi@csbi.org
	Laura Boyd
Lboyd5@cox.net
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