HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

June 3, 2010
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Morrissette, Richard
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Oklahoma Woody Biomass Utility Initiative: 
utilization of OK natural resources to heat/cool/ power state facilities.
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

Oklahoma Woody Biomass Utility Initiative: 

fiscally responsible - environmentally friendly - jobs producing; utilization of OK natural resources for the production of biofuel pellets, ethanol and methanol to heat/cool and power state facilities.

The states of Maine, Georgia and Vermont are now participating in converting schools, prisons and state agency’s traditional heating/cooling units to burn biomass from discarded saw dust or pulp. In particular, the state prisons are now using fuel pellets made from woody biomass.

The state corrections department will use the next-generated wood pellet boiler to reduce the prison facility’s oil consumption by 145,000 gallons of heating oil a year, reported Maine Gov. John Baldacci’s office. 

According to the Maine Forest Service, there are significant advantages to using products grown locally. If you use biomass, the money that you’re spending is largely re-circulating within your state economy because the state contracts with resident landowners, loggers, trucker and those who run various kinds of facilities such as pellet manufacturers. Oklahoma has several pellet manufacturers looking for market development of this kind.  

If Oklahoma would develop in statute a program to utilize biomass for its public buildings, the Department of Energy and Agriculture both have federal assistance programs to include various stimulus package funds, Fuels for Schools, Biomass Crop Assistance Program and others to subsidize such an effort.

Reviewing available funding sources and eligibility requirements, developing an inventory of state buildings, the present cost to heat and cool those buildings, the cost to convert/install pellet burning furnaces or methanol/ethanol cellulosic biofuel conversions could be explored in interim study with input from corporations, entrepreneurs and program managers from those states currently online with this technology.

The Eastern Red Cedar Registry Board, recently created by HB2686 to inventory cedar and cedar owners and business operators, could also be called upon to play a role in establishing a pilot project.  But, a separate initiative will be necessary to identify biofuel sources other than cedar in the categories of other hog wood fuel, agricultural waste and bi-products to include livestock manure. 

IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	John Kerry, Director 
Office of Energy Independence and Security
State of Maine

(207)287-3292 

To contribute via Conf. Call
	Tom Lucas, Ph.D
RC&D Coordinator, USDA-NRCS

Tom.Lucas@ok.usda.gov 

	Rob Gragg, Rural Development Coordinator 
OK Department of Commerce

rob_gragg@OKcommerce.gov 
	Richard Chapman, Public Affairs Manager
Eastern Region

Weyerhaeuser

richard.chapman@weyerhaeuser.com 

	Brian Barger, President
Bedlam Innovation Group

bigllc@sbcglobal.net 
	Craig R. McKinley, Professor OSU
Dept. of Natural Resources Ecology and Mgt.

craig.mckinley@okstate.edu  
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