HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

June 3, 2010
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

McDaniel, Jeannie; Shumate, Jabar
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

Children of Incarcerated Parents in Oklahoma
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

Examine the caretakers of children whose mothers are incarcerated, the children’s living arrangements and the effects on the children.  There are approximately 50,000 children in Oklahoma whose parents are incarcerated.  Studies indicate that approximately 70% of these children will be behind bars at some point.  We would like to examine the systems serving children – schools, child welfare, juvenile justice and see if we might find best practices to serve these children.  They are in our systems of care today – either in foster or kinship care.  We know they suffer shame, confusion and are victims of misunderstanding.  The Oklahoma Institute of Child Advocacy, Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth, along with the Community Service Council of Tulsa and experts who have conducted studies on women who are incarcerated and their children are working together. With the high rates of incarceration of women in our state and the number of their children that will carry such high risk of abuse and probability of imprisonment, we can’t afford not to define our goals with these parents, caretakers and service providers and work diligently to change the course of events.
IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	Alice Blue
Community Service Council

ablue@csctulsa.org
Tulsa, OK
	Lisa Smith, ED
Lsmith@okkids.org
OCCY

	Jack Chapman, Assistant. Dir.
jchapman@okkids.org
OCCY


	Dr. Susan Sharp
Dept. of Sociology,

University of Oklahoma

	Linda Terrill, ED
Oklahoma Institute of Child Advocacy
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