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Chief Justice Steven W. Taylor
Oklahoma Supreme Court
Chief Justice Taylor gave extensive comments on the general topic of judicial redistricting.  His key points included:

· The principle of “one person, one vote” does not apply to judicial redistricting because judges do not have constituencies in the same manner as the Legislature.

· Judges decide cases based on the rule of law, not a political or geographic constituency.

· Statewide judges do not campaign for office: they do not raise money, give speeches, or campaign for the position.

· Also, population is not paramount in this issue: caseload and geography are significant factors for consideration.

· The judiciary actually “redistricts” itself every day through the management of the courts.

· Judges can be moved around the state – and outside the district they are elected from – in an effort to ease the caseload of other judges.

· This happens every day in Oklahoma.

· If the Oklahoma Legislature moves forward with judicial redistricting, the courts would like to provide information and be included in the process.
Thad Balkman

Oklahoma Lawyers Association

tbalkman@oklawyers.org
Mr. Balkman presented what Oklahoma statute says about judicial redistricting.  He noted that while there is little procedural guidance in statute, there are some relevant sections.



See Presentation A
John Morris Williams

Executive Director, Oklahoma Bar Association

JohnW@okbar.org
Mr. Williams stated that the judicial system seems to be working well.  The concept of judges serving the entire state makes a difference, allowing the courts to deal with their caseloads.  He added that the Oklahoma Bar Association would like to assist the House should it move forward with judicial redistricting.

Lee Cohlmia

District Attorneys Council

Lee.Cohlmia@dac.state.ok.us
Ms. Cohlmia cited an informal study conducted by the District Attorneys Council in which DAs reported no desire to redistrict or restructure.  She noted that population and caseload are not the only criterion to consider when redistricting the courts; the presence of highways and mental hospitals play an important role in district attorney districts.  In addition, she stated:

· County commissioners are comfortable with their DA.

· The potential for change makes the district attorneys nervous.

· If any change were to occur, they would like to be involved.

Judge William Kellough
14th Judicial District, Tulsa County Courthouse

Judge Kellough discussed a potential redistricting plan advanced by the Senate last session.  This plan made two changes to the District 14 electoral divisions:

· The plan would eliminate the residency requirement for the at-large Pawnee County district judge, thus allowing an individual from Tulsa County to oversee the cases from Pawnee County.

· He stated that the current divisions, which allows for rural Pawnee County to have an at-large district judge makes sense.

· The proposed Senate plan would have created a 6th election division in Tulsa County, which would change many of boundaries of the five current divisions.

· None of these boundaries changes are understandable.

· While the proposed Senate plan would not affect the court system much, Judge Kellough pointed out that none of the Tulsa County judges know why these changes were proposed.
· The Judge also offered to be a resource for the House, should it decide to move forward with judicial redistricting.

During Judge Kellough’s question and answer session, Mr. Michael Evans was recognized to address the committee.  

Michael Evans

Administrative Director of the Courts

mike.evans@oscn.net
Mr. Evans pointed out that the Legislature has been asked to conduct judicial redistricting only twice before:

· In the 1980s Judicial District 3 was created in southwest Oklahoma.

· Judicial District 26 was created during the 1990s in Canadian County.

He also acknowledged that there is a need for an additional judicial position in Cleveland and Tulsa counties.  It would be preferable that these positions be filled with elected officials.  Moreover, the judiciary has asked for these positions recently through their budget requests.

Judge Tracy Schumacher

21st Judicial District, Cleveland County Courthouse

Judge Schumacher was unable to attend due to trial, but spoke to the study’s author regarding her concerns over a proposed Senate judicial redistricting plan that would significantly alter the District Court election divisions in Cleveland County.  She indicated her willingness to be a resource in the process should the House move forward with judicial redistricting.

Representative Anastasia Pittman

Oklahoma House of Representatives

Anastasia.Pittman@okhouse.gov
Representative Pittman presented on the 1993 Consent Decree which created specific District Court seats for African American judges in Oklahoma and Tulsa Counties.  These electoral divisions were created in order to keep with the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  She reiterated that this particular Consent Decree does not mention other minority groups and applies solely to African Americans.
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