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Final Comments:

 
Response 

Count

  134

  answered question 134

  skipped question 218
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1 I have been teaching several years and always have a problem with immaturity. I
hope this passes!

May 6, 2011 2:01 PM

2 Today's Kindergarten is what 1st grade was like 20 years ago.  We are only just
now asking that our children be TWO - just TWO - months older before
embarking upon their school career.  Yes - those two months will keep them our
of school for a year where they will grow and mature and be a child doing child
things.  Then when they come to school they will be READY!  They will LEARN!
They will LOVE school!   It has been said that we need to start them earlier and
earlier so that we can get them ready.   Really?  When will it be too early?  Or
will it ever be?  Maybe take them from the womb.

May 6, 2011 2:00 PM

3 Maturity is a major issue for some students and I feel that moving the cutoff date
would help with that issue greatly.

May 6, 2011 1:43 PM

4 As a primary teacher of 18 years, I believe that we are burning out our children
even before they get started.

May 6, 2011 1:36 PM

5 I have 33 students this year and 12 have summer birthdays, that means they will
barely be 6 when first grade starts, with Common Core in 2014, more will be
expected of all grades, including kindergarten.

May 6, 2011 1:33 PM

6 July 1 would help but June 1 would be better.  Thank you. May 6, 2011 1:31 PM

7 The sooner children who are 4 or older can begin to experience concepts of
sitting, listening, responding... the better it will be for all. Delaying the process
only makes them more entrenched in their undisciplined ways. Second note - we
may be expecting these 4 and 5 year-old children to sit for too long without an
active break.  Obesity and diabetes statistics will support me on this.

May 6, 2011 1:24 PM

8 I talked to our P-K teacher, K teacher, Supt. & Elem Prin. and they all thought
this was a good idea.

May 6, 2011 1:22 PM

9 I have a grandson that was born on July 26.  He is in First grade and sharp and
will probably be held back because of some immature ways. He is having
difficulty with this decision because of the friends he has made.  His self-esteem
is being affected.  The school would not allow him to be retained in Pre-K
because Kindergarteners bring in more money.  I strongly believe moving the
date back would be beneficial in so many ways.

May 6, 2011 12:55 PM

10 I don't teach this age group but I feel that parents aren't educating kids before we
get them and are expecting us to do it all. I agree with this bill. Thank you for
authoring it.

May 6, 2011 12:36 PM

11 A third of our preschool classes this year were summer birthdays.  We are
keeping backing 16 because they are just not ready for kindergarten
expectations.  Due to 16 staying back in preschool we have had to put 16
children on a waiting list.

May 6, 2011 12:36 PM

12 I hope you will really consider this for all schools!!! May 6, 2011 12:19 PM

13 I have had some young preschoolers who did better academically and socially
than older children but at the same time many students seem to be starting at a
younger age and that can present classroom problems with attention and ability
to follow directions.

May 6, 2011 12:16 PM
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14 I have taught Kindergarten for 23 years.  Kindergarten is no longer a
developmental program.  We are requiring these children to do a curriculum that
is very challenging and have increased their school day to a full day program.
The oldest children in my room have always outperformed the younger
classmates.  Younger students are not mature enough to engage in our current
program.  We have to continually redirect instruction and have to monitor them to
stay on task.

May 6, 2011 12:15 PM

15 I  agree that the cut-off date be moved from Sept. 1st to July 1st. May 6, 2011 12:04 PM

16 Many of the students I recommend for re-enrollment in Pre-K are students with
birthdays in July.  This would certainly decrease the amount of recommendations
for our district.  Since our district is no longer allowing us to keep them here, this
would be beneficial for our Kindergarten teachers who do not have Assistants
that provide additional help with these students.

May 6, 2011 12:04 PM

17 I have a son that has a July birthday. I wanted to hold him back in headstart
when he turned five rather than send him on to Kindergarten. However, the
headstart that serves our district does not take 5 year olds in their program, so
my alternative was to take him out of school for a year, after he had already
been in school for one year of headstart or start him in Kindergarten. Rather than
having him miss a year of school we went ahead and started him in
Kindergarten.  I did not hold him back in K and this year he has been with me in
first grade.  As his teacher, I can see immaturity on his part, that could be
alleviated if we had not had to make that choice in before Kindergarten.  Most of
the kids that I choose to retain in first grade are younger kids with younger
birthdays and by the time that the kids get to me, the parents are leary about
holding their child back.  They feel like it would be devastating on the child.  With
the new legislation that has passed to where they will have to pass their third
grade test or be retained I think it's imperative to give them all a chance.

May 6, 2011 12:03 PM

18 I support you and your efforts.  Thanks for all of the hard work! May 6, 2011 12:02 PM

19 WE NEED TO KEEP IN MIND KIDS MUST COME FIRST. IT REALLY HURTS A
CHILDS SELF CONFIDENCE WHEN EVERYONE ELSE "CAN DO IT" AND
DEVELOPMENTLY THEY JUST CAN NOT. FINE MOTOR SKILLS ARE A
PRIME EXAMPLE.

May 6, 2011 12:02 PM

20 I believe it will help students in the long run. In addition, students will be
graduating at a older age so the state must change other laws to counter
balance the late start. In sports there are age limits.

May 6, 2011 12:01 PM

21 I previously taught 1st grade for 15 yrs.-------what we are teaching in kdgn. now
is what I used to teach in 1st grade.  Students need to be more mature to handle
the work load!  Unfortunately, the people who are making these decisions are
not in the classroom!!!  I feel it would make a world of difference!!!  Please do
your best to make it happen!!!  Thanks!!!

May 6, 2011 11:49 AM

22 The sooner the better for this important bill to pass!! May 6, 2011 11:40 AM

23 Since pre-k is optional, I feel that parents should be required to attend parent
workshops that help them realize how to be involved with their child at a young
age.  If they choose not to attend , their child would not be place in the program.

May 6, 2011 11:25 AM

24 Moving the age is not going to fix all discipline problems. May 6, 2011 11:24 AM
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25 This is a great idea.  I am an early chldhood teacher and I feel this would be very
beneficial.  I really see a difference in students who have late July and August
birthdays...many would handle school better if they were a little older.

May 6, 2011 11:11 AM

26 A few months difference doesn't seem like much to an adult, but for a child it is
HUGE!!!!

May 6, 2011 11:10 AM

27 I strongly agree with this bill!  The majority of the reason students are held back
are due to maturity affecting them academically.  I believe school should be a fun
environment that kids want to come too.  When parents choose to start their
children too soon, the majority of the time the become frustrated and that cannot
be a good "first" experience for school.

May 6, 2011 11:05 AM

28 This is a difficult opinion. I have taught Kinder 3 yrs and Pre-K 3 yrs. This year,
half my class has summer birthdays. I definitely see age playing a huge roll in
the classroom for some children. Then I have those children that have summer
birthdays and being very successful in Pre-K. I think I would vote for an August
1st cut off....... I would strongly support that!!!

May 6, 2011 10:46 AM

29 PASS SKILLS ARE INCREASING, THUS MORE PRESSURE TO LEARN,
LESS TIME TO BABYSIT

May 6, 2011 10:41 AM

30 Maturity is a huge deal in kindergarten.  I had 3 this year and when we returned
to school in January the difference was astounding between the majority of the
class and the 3 younger children.  Behavior became a major issue.

May 6, 2011 10:35 AM

31 PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE move this birthdate law forward! EVERYONE will
benefit by this. Students will have a better self-esteem and confidence. Parents
will not have to struggle to motivate their children due to the fact that they will
enjoy school. Teachers will be better able to focus on the core curriculum issues
and true teaching when all students are prepared to enter preK and K.
classrooms!

May 6, 2011 10:29 AM

32 A more mature student will be even better prepared to make decisions about
their lives and future when they are more mature as Seniors in High School.

May 6, 2011 10:27 AM

33 I think several parents use our school systems not for education but for a baby-
sitting service. The younger we require our students to be allowed in schools the
more unprepaired students will attend classes when they should have been left
at home to grow and mature another year.

May 6, 2011 10:24 AM

34 As a kindergarten teacher presently and as a former pre school teacher, the age
of the student is VITAL in school success.  I have had 3 year olds coming into
preschool, that is WAY TOO YOUNG!  We do not start school in September so
the cut off date should not be in September.  Having the date moved up will
increase responsiblity and maturity.  I have stressed to parents for many many
years now that giving their child the time to get ready for school is important for
creating a positive school enviornment.  Please, if you pass nothing else this
legislative session, please do this.  This is coming from a teacher, a National
Board Certified Teacher, who has taught for 15 years, we know this will help
education.  We are in the classroom everyday, we know the trials and
tribulations of daily school, please trust the teachers and educators that know
first hand what an important thing this is, please move the cut off date up to July
1st. Thank you!

May 6, 2011 10:19 AM

35 Hope it will pass! May 6, 2011 10:16 AM
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36 Any child born after May 1st isn't developmentally ready for school.  Students
struggle and parents are afraid to have them retained before moving on to first
grade.  Students born after this date will struggle in first grade and most likely will
remain behind for the remainder of their elementary schoool years.    It is time to
do what is best for children!  Let them be children!

May 6, 2011 10:08 AM

37 As a Pre-k teacher, I see the difficulties that child who start my class at 3 yrs old
have. They are not as socially ready as ones that have already turned 4. Their
fine motors skills are lacking as well. Since these things are age appropriate
developments, it is sometimes develop to try to teach the younger students skills
that they are just not ready for. The students get frustrated and what to give up.
Changing the cutoff date could help eliminate that issue.

May 6, 2011 10:08 AM

38 I feel that this is a very positive move to help all children be successful.   I, also,
don't feel it's society's responsibility to "babysit" while a child waits to enter
school.   I am a grandparent, and many of us help and nuture, as in days past!

May 6, 2011 10:01 AM

39 I have been teaching for 21 years and have felt that an earlier cut off date would
solve the issue of student immaturity.

May 6, 2011 9:57 AM

40 I am a fourth grade teacher and see immature students struggle all the time.  I
held both of my children back and did not start them on time.  Best thing I could
of done for them.

May 6, 2011 9:45 AM

41 When a child is in a class, but it too young to grasp the concepts taught, they
become very stressed ad discouraged. My fear is that in doing this we are gie
the child an idea that they are not as smart as everyone else and setting them up
for failure throughout their education.

May 6, 2011 9:31 AM

42 Each child matures at a different rate.  The older he/she is will help with longer
attention span.  Thank you

May 6, 2011 9:14 AM

43 Children need time to mature.  It is something that cannot be rushed. May 6, 2011 9:10 AM

44 I have a grandson whose birthday is July 26.  He is sharp but immature. He is in
Kindergarten this year, but has very immature ways which keeps him from
getting his work done in a timely manner.  His parents are having stuggling with
holding him back in Kindergarten because of the friendships he has developed
this year.  The school wouldn't allow him to be kept in Pre-K because they make
more money on Kindergarten students.  I strongly urge you to move the date
back.  This would help tremendously!

May 6, 2011 9:07 AM

45 I have been a Kindergarten teacher for 21 years.  I have seen the difference
there is with a child who has a birthday in July or August. Their emotional
behavior, discipline, learning process and social activities are almost always
behind the older students.  Most of the time they spend the whole school year
trying to catch up, in all areas, with the other students.

May 6, 2011 9:06 AM
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46 My experience in public school, teacher training facilities, parent education, child
development centers as well as community involvement with developmental
appropriateness for students / children causes grave concern regarding
inappropriate demands on children.  Children's / students needs must be
respected or they will revolt.  Those young ones who lack social skills (not
because they are bad---it is merely not being ready yet) arrive every year in my
classroom and their little world is rocked (they are shocked) and they in turn rock
and shock the learning for everyone else. Teachers are receiving more and more
students who are the product of substance abuse (parents who did and do
drugs). The number of students allowed in a Pre-K classroom needs capped at
20 period! I am passionate regarding Early Childhood and increasingly
discouraged by the lowering of standards.  Stacking 4 and 5 year olds deep and
teaching them cheap will bring about less quality programs, safety being
compromised and high teacher turnover.  Those factors mean high cost to the
community, state, nation and the world. The cost is economic, emotional,
educational, health and overall wellbeing.  More than a third of my students
receive mental health services. Legislators, school board members and others in
position of power make decisions to the detriment of the best resource we have
CHILDREN.  It is time they get in the classrooms and come to realize what walks
through the doors. Educators who are vested in the future need to be heard and
heeded.

May 6, 2011 9:04 AM

47 I am 100 percent for moving the date to July 1. We who teach the younger
children are the ones who see the developmental delays and the discipline
problems.    Thanks!!

May 6, 2011 8:53 AM

48 I think allowing students to be more mature and socially ready for a school
setting would be beneficial to everyone involved.  Giving them just a few extra
months might be just what is needed.  Many children with the summer birthdays
are being held out anyway so why not just move the cut-off date.

May 6, 2011 8:37 AM

49 It would be a step in the right direction.  Prek and kindergarteners are expected
to do soooo much now they have to posess some maturity to function and excel
in these areas

May 6, 2011 8:31 AM

50 I honestly believe the cutoff date should be May 1. Summer babies almost
always need more time to catch up. Two more months is really not quite enough.
In my past experience, children whose birthdays fell before May 1, have been
more ready than those whose birthdays fell during summer months.

May 6, 2011 8:30 AM

51 Students sometimes need that year to emotionally and physically prepare
themselves for starting school.  This would help alleviate many problems that
exist in the classroom from being immature.

May 6, 2011 8:27 AM

52 Most of our kindergarteners have attended one or two years of pre-K, and some
are still not ready for kindergarten because of their maturity levels.

May 6, 2011 8:26 AM

53 I have always wished that children could be older before starting school.  They
can be so much more successful, which helps their self-esteem, when maturity is
not a big factor.

May 6, 2011 8:24 AM

54 My wife teaches this age group, not me. But we have had numerous discussions
on this subject.

May 6, 2011 8:21 AM
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55 It would be nice if we could pretest students entering. There are students that
parents have worked with that are ready. But as a whole we are expected to get
them on grade level. Yes as a whole children need to wait a year instead of
being retained. Parents are not receptive to "your child needs to be retained."

May 6, 2011 8:16 AM

56 Students need a good foundational start.  I believe this would only increase the
opportunity for a better learning environment.  Thank you

May 6, 2011 8:10 AM

57 I believe parent involvement and participation will help more with classroom
problems and retentions.

May 6, 2011 8:06 AM

58 Please  Please get this passed.  It is near impossible to get parents to
understand that their child should repeat a grade because of their oung age.
They always think we and everyone else thinks that their child isn't as smart as
the others and you have a hard time conviencing them otherwise.

May 6, 2011 8:05 AM

59 My lowest and most students requiring discipline are those July and August
Birthdays. It is not fair to them to have to do things they are developmentally not
ready to do when they are simply not ready. If they would wait until the following
year they would be the head of their class and enjoy school, learning more than
ever.

May 6, 2011 7:57 AM

60 I wish we could take children in Kindergarten at an even later age...such as 5
yrs.6 mos. As an Early Childhood Specialist, I believe that children currently
attending K-4 & 5 are developmentally too young for all of the academics we are
teaching!!

May 6, 2011 7:56 AM

61 These students would most likely meet their full potential and not feel like a
falure for staying back a year.

May 6, 2011 7:54 AM

62 Do not spare the rod of corection. May 6, 2011 7:52 AM

63 As a 1st grade teacher I also see the consequences of children starting to school
too early.  This year I have a very young class and their reading scores are not
as high as the class I had the previous year who were older 1st graders.  They
were developmentally ready.

May 6, 2011 7:48 AM

64 This is the best idea that I have heard in a long time. May 6, 2011 7:48 AM

65 I see a lot of discipline problems, because of immaturity, in our early childhood.  I
child should not be starting school when they are three years old... period.  Let
them be a child!

May 6, 2011 7:45 AM

66 I have taught kindergarten for 10 years.  I have said this for years! I believe
changing the cutoff date to July 1 is a very smart move!

May 6, 2011 7:41 AM

67 Boys are tend to be premature at this age, making them often repeat the grade
or struggle for years.

May 6, 2011 7:38 AM

68 While I do not support the changing of the age requirement, I am not wholly in
support of sending a child to school too early, either. It should be a decision that
is left to the parents working in coordination with the teacher.

May 6, 2011 7:38 AM
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69 I would hope that thoses people would start listening to the teachers as to what
is best for the students.  It breaks my heart seeing a student consider below level
just because they are the younger ones in the class and not able to keep up with
the other students who are older.

May 6, 2011 7:35 AM

70 The concepts presented in school today require a student to be older and more
mature. Moving the cutoff date will help not only in Kindergarten but also in later
grades. I had a student in 2nd grade who didn't turn 7 until 2 weeks after school
started. She was way behind her peers who were mostly turning 8. Remember
back when these children were infants. Remember the difference between a
1day old infant and a 6 month old. Wow! No one would ever compare the two,
but yet we put children in a classroom who are sometimes a year apart and
compare them. Once they are in school, parents don't want to retain, because
these are their friends. Please move the cutoff date back! With all the changes
going into effect this next school year this will only help students succeed.

May 6, 2011 7:25 AM

71 This would not only help out the younger grades but these issues do not stop
when they are older.  These students are usually still immature in Middle School.

May 6, 2011 7:19 AM

72 I believe that children who are ready for school learn more and have less
problems in school.  The children who are immature don't have the patience  to
sit and listen to what needs to be heard.  Giving these children another year will
help them grow and flourish in their education.  Why punish a child that is not
ready for Pre-k or Kindergarten?  I have seen the results of children who have
been ready and who have not.  It breaks my heart to see my students who
weren't ready struggle.

May 6, 2011 7:16 AM

73 I cannot stress enough how much I am in favor of this bill.  As a kindergarten
teacher, I see students EVERY DAY, EVERY YEAR who start kindergarten and
are NOT ready due to their younger age!  This would help those students
tremendously and increase their chances of success in the kindergarten
classroom and beyond!  Thank you!

May 6, 2011 7:15 AM

74 I put my children in T-1 class after kindergarten because they all three had
summer birthdays.  They have done so much better in school than the parents
who did not do this with their children who have similar dates for birthdays.

May 6, 2011 7:12 AM

75 Why hurry our kids. Let them have the chance to do better by being more
mature.

May 6, 2011 7:10 AM

76 The students I have the most problems with on a year to year basis are the
students who have a June, July, August, or September birthday and are imature
compared to the rest of their classmates.

May 6, 2011 7:09 AM

77 I believe the cutoff date should be July 1 or earlier.  I see a huge difference in
kids that have spring and late summer birthdays, not for the better.  PLEASE
change the cutoff date!!!!

May 6, 2011 7:04 AM

78 The child would certainly be more mature to handle the increasing pass
requirements for kindergarten.

May 6, 2011 7:02 AM

79 Schools used to start in September but that time is long gone. Schools start
much sooner now. My school inparticular starts earlier than any around our area.
We start back the first week of August. Moving the cutoff date would benefit so
many at my location. Especially with the PASS skills changing and including
more each year.

May 6, 2011 7:02 AM
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80 I would be for moving it back to May or June, but July would help alot.   Thanks
for thinking  what is best for our children

May 6, 2011 6:59 AM

81 I have taught pre-k or kindergarten for the past 12 years.  I think this would help,
however some students with August b-days are my brightest, it all depends on
the child.  I think it would be more beneficial to find a way to make Pre-k full day
and kindergarten required in Oklahoma.

May 6, 2011 6:51 AM

82 Starting school is a very big adjustment for children.  Especially, if a child is so
young they require a nap in the middle of the day.  Moving the cut off date would
only help not hinder early childhood education.  Also, PreK is honestly a waste of
federal funds. Having taught PreK it is ridiculous the amount of money spent to
place a degreed person in a classroom. A degreed person could supervise and
teach in several rooms for an hour-hour and a half while the remainder of the
day is covered by trained teaching assistants.

May 6, 2011 6:50 AM

83 My main concern as a Speech Language Path and School Psychologist is that
we are pushing our little ones more and more and if not mature enough they get
stigma that something is '' wrong "with them, when all along they just weren't all
ready.  We don't expect our babies to met their developmental milestones @
same time.  There is a window for normal development.  We forget that at the
Pre-k and Kindergarten level.  Many teachers and parents want them in school
because of bad home life so we might as well put in school but again, that is the
parents responsibility

May 6, 2011 6:45 AM

84 I believe students should be older to enter pre-k and kindergarden. This would
decrease the number of disciplinary problems!

May 6, 2011 6:44 AM

85 I have taught kindergarten for 12 years, and for  years, I have felt like the cut off
date should be moved back.  We have kids starting prek in our school at 3 years
old because of the September cut off.  That is just too young.  They are not
ready. Moving it back to July 1 would help, but personally, if I was the one who
had the say, I'd move it to May 1.

May 6, 2011 6:43 AM

86 I feel that the ages of the children play an important role in their development.
The younger children tend to be more shy and not as aggressive in pursuing
acedemics. It is not how the teacher goes about it, it is that the students are not
ready.

May 6, 2011 6:41 AM

87 PLEASE do what is right for kids! May 6, 2011 6:41 AM

88 Changing the cut off date to July 1 would benefit all involved,the student, the
teacher, and the parent.

May 6, 2011 6:38 AM

89 NA May 6, 2011 6:35 AM

90 As a pre-k teacher, I would rather students be a little older and more mature so
they are ready for the content we are required to teach them.

May 6, 2011 6:32 AM

91 I believe that within a 5 year span of time there would be a dramatic decrease in
remediation in kindergarten.  Also, I believe that making the cutoff date to July 1
is the best solution for all stakeholders involved.

May 6, 2011 6:26 AM

92 Those who are barely 4 when entering pre-k have more difficulty than older 4
year olds.

May 6, 2011 6:25 AM



10 of 13

Page 2, Q5.  Final Comments:

93 I'm the Special Education teacher and have a few Pre-K and Kindergarten
students on my role. I feel that most of the concerns with these students are due
to being so young when starting school. An older group of students may be less
likley to need my services (most of the time).

May 6, 2011 6:23 AM

94 Moving the date to July 1st would be beneficial to everyone.  Students and
teachers would be happier.  Less stress due to older students.  More maturity
would enable better learning.  It is a win win situation.

May 6, 2011 6:23 AM

95 I hope this passes. May 6, 2011 6:22 AM

96 JUly cutoff would alleviate most of our problems.  Hope we can get this passed.
Praying for it.

May 6, 2011 6:20 AM

97 Great Idea!!!!! May 6, 2011 6:17 AM

98 I am a special education teacher and see a lot of students who need
remediation.  This change might prevent some of that even if it is just a small
percentage.

May 6, 2011 6:14 AM

99 Students who are older are more age appropriate tend to succeed more often
and feel less frustration.

May 6, 2011 6:13 AM

100 I am in favor of moving the cutoff date to July 1st.  This would be a step forward
in helping student achievement.

May 6, 2011 6:04 AM

101 This is a very needed change and would make a significant difference in the
success of students.

May 6, 2011 5:59 AM

102 Every year I find that the youngest students, especially boys, generally struggle
for the first half of the year both socially and academically. Many become
frustrated because they are just immature, not ready socially for the challenges
of school, especially an all day program such as our school provides.

May 6, 2011 5:59 AM

103 This is a policy that has needed to be implemented for many years. I feel that
this would allow students to be more prepared emotionally and mentally for the
school atmosphere. Even changing the policy by only a few months will make a
world of difference in the classroom.

May 6, 2011 5:54 AM

104 School is not the foundation of education. Family-life and the comfort of home
should be the primary education of every child. Socialism cannot replace a
strong family unit with little ones safe at home until they are well-passed 4 years-
old. Ask a pediatrician and their answer will coincide with my conviction! I raised
3 daughters and at our house, we were the educators. Each of our girls was
valdictorian of their graduating class and none of them started kindergarten until
they were 5 years-old.

May 6, 2011 5:44 AM

105 I teach 1st grade, but I see this measure as a huge benefit to the students who
fall in this category.

May 6, 2011 5:40 AM

106 I teach 5th now & have some students that started improving around
March/April. The other teachers couln't believe their improvement suddenly. I
asked parents for birthdays, and that was the problem. someone didn't
recommend this for their child in the early years and now they are still suffering
from not being placed in the correct grade.

May 6, 2011 5:38 AM
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107 I fully support this move to an earlier cutoff date. May 6, 2011 5:37 AM

108 I am a first grade teacher and I see struggling students alot when they are
young.  This would help a lot.

May 6, 2011 5:16 AM

109 I have had students that are 4 when they start school since we begin in mid -
August (I teach K).  I always discuss with the parents at conferences about their
child being so young and to think about repeating kindergarten.  Most of them
choose to repeat.  Think about the future, if the child has an August 31 birthday
he/she will be 17 when most colleges begin.

May 6, 2011 5:16 AM

110 I am a Special Education teacher and a Mom.  I do remediation with a lot of
children that are simply too young to be in school.  They struggle academically,
and they are not mature enough to be in a classroom setting.  I have a son that
has a birthday in August and I sent him to Kindergarten when he was 5 and I
wish I would have waited.  I am lucky in that he doesn't struggle academically
but we struggle with maturity issues often.

May 6, 2011 4:46 AM

111 We have kids coming in who can't even go to the bathroom yet. May 6, 2011 4:22 AM

112 I have been "in the trenches of education" for 22 years, teaching at both the
junior high and high school levels.  I cannot count the number of students who, if
they had been delayed in beginning their formal education, would have been
more successful because their brains would have been cognitively developed to
handle the tasks they were required to do.

May 6, 2011 3:40 AM

113 I am a Pre-K aide and love these little boogars, we have had some super smart,
super young kiddos and some super immature older kids at the same time.
Smaller class size would also help the discipline issues, as well as parental
involvement.... I could go on and on =)

May 5, 2011 9:43 PM

114 Many times maturity is the issue causing not only learning problems but also
discipline issues. I think this date change would help with both of those issues.

May 5, 2011 8:19 PM

115 As a teacher, I believe having a more mature group would make my job easier.
However, I have concerns that a majority of the students would not have quality
childcare available to them.  They may not come to school exhibiting better
social skills even though they are a year older.  In the long run, what is best for
the children should be our priority.  Delaware County has a high number of low
income residents that cannot afford quality day care.  Will the Head start
programs be able to take on increased numbers of children that the public school
systems turn away?

May 5, 2011 8:15 PM

116 Too many children, especially boys, are too immature when they start school
and their birthdays are in July or August.  Pushing it back to May 1 or June 1
would be even better!  In twenty years of teaching, I have only had a one or two
that had birthdays in June, July, or August that were ready maturity-wise to
handle school that young.  I now realize that would have included my own
children!

May 5, 2011 7:57 PM

117 I believe in moving the date to July 1, 110%! The children need every advantage
possible...including more time to mature!

May 5, 2011 7:39 PM

118 I have taught pre-kindergarten and kindergarten and have thought for years that
children need to be older when they start school.  It would help with discipline
problems, academic readiness, social skills, etc.

May 5, 2011 7:34 PM
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119 Please do this!  So important for our children! May 5, 2011 7:03 PM

120 As a kindergarten teacher, I am dealing with the effects of having students that
are too young for kindergarten. At this time of year, when we could be doing
more for getting ready for first grade, I have three students-boys-that are just
playing around because that's the only reason one of them comes to school, he
said. They need the structure of a classroom, but not in a kindergarten class full
of students ready to go on to first grade. I don't want them to hate school, but
they aren't putting out any effort to participate with the class. It's a big struggle to
get through the day when assessments are needed for those that are ready to
progress to the next grade.

May 5, 2011 6:19 PM

121 As a fourth grade teacher I see the younger students beginning to fall behind in
all subject areas. The ability to focus for a longer period of time, improved small
motor and social skills are apparent in an older student.

May 5, 2011 6:07 PM

122 Kindergarten students are my biggest challenge.......their attention spans are
pretty much at zero or even in the negative number zone by the time I get them
in the afternoon.  There is a vast difference between them and the 1st grade
classes I have.

May 5, 2011 5:55 PM

123 Many of our children are living in poverty. These children need to be in school for
many reasons.  I believe that 85% of the children in our district would greatly
benefit from full day Pre-K.  I also think that the school needs to reach out to
these children earlier than 4 years of age.

May 5, 2011 5:33 PM

124 I have taught Kindergarten, Transitional First, and First grades and the 'summer
babies' are usually quite evident in each of those grades. My t-first classes were
made up of mostly summer babies.

May 5, 2011 4:52 PM

125 I have two children of my own.  My daughter is a September birthday and is
graduating at the age of 18.  I had my son with a July 8th birthday repeat so he
also will be 18 years old when he graduates.  I was only 17 when I graduated
and barely 18 when I moved to go to college.  I feel it would benefit Oklahoma
students not only during school but also as adults with an extra year of maturity
by the time they leave public school and enter college or the workforce.

May 5, 2011 4:48 PM

126 I have noticed that a large number of students that enter school at a very young
age have a difficult time keeping up with the academics that are now required for
Kindergarten. I personally had a student this year who turned 5 the first week of
school and had a lot of problems keeping up with the curriculum. I feel that
moving the cut off date back to July 1 would give students the extra time they
need to handle the requirements of Kindergarten. I am all for this plan!

May 5, 2011 4:46 PM

127 This vote would help classroom learning.  Parents won't like it because they will
have to pay Daycare Centers more money for childcare another year.

May 5, 2011 4:19 PM

128 I taught Transitional First grade for five years. It was a great way prepare
students who were younger and too immature for regular first grade. Most
distracts no longer have this program. I have also taught higher grades. If a
student was having difficulty with behavior, social, or academic issues I would
always check their age. Most of them were younger than most of their peers.

May 5, 2011 4:09 PM
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129 Please help us with this long time problem that is so hard to communicate to the
parents.  They tend to think we are saying their child isn't smart when we ask
them to stay back.  Moving the date would alleviate this problem and they would
be more mature when they go into school.  Thanks for all you do!!

May 5, 2011 3:54 PM

130 We used to do a test prior to KDG enrollment which showed parents if their child
was ready for school.It was the Gessell.(But I am not sure of the spelling)  It was
an excellent tool and many parents kept their children out a year. I kept both of
my sons out and never regretted it. Those kids were much better students,
athletes, etc. because of the year to grow.  I wish that was back in use.  Perhaps
a diagnostic test could be included in the new measure.

May 5, 2011 3:26 PM

131 I cannot think of a single reason to vote no on this and would be very interested
to know the arguments against.  Everything I've read, in particular regarding
boys, indicates that being one of the oldest students in your grade is much
preferable to being one of the youngest.

May 5, 2011 2:20 PM

132 This is an awesome idea! May 5, 2011 2:13 PM

133 We have a very young class this year, and it has been hard. Moving the cut-off
date would be advantageous to the students, in every aspect.

May 5, 2011 2:01 PM

134 I think that no matter when you put the cut off There is always going to be a
youngest child

May 5, 2011 12:36 PM


