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· The DVFRB has reviewed 341 of 1,007 domestic violence homicide incidents that occurred from 1998 to 2010.

· 55% of all victims are female and 75% of intimate partner (IP) homicide perpetrators are male.

· 58% of the homicides were committed with a firearm and 23% of firearm deaths are committed by people who are federally prohibited from possessing a firearm.

· 33% are witnessed by children.

· There is evidence of prior domestic violence in 77% of IP cases.

· 49% of perpetrators made death threats against the victim prior to the homicide.

· The 2010 recommendations of the DVFRB are included in the attachments at the end of this report.

Judge Richard Kirby, Associate Judge

Oklahoma County Juvenile Court

Richard.Kirby@oscn.net
· 29% of all deprived petitions in Oklahoma County in 2010-2011 included domestic violence as an issue.
· DHS often refers victims and perpetrators of domestic violence to programs that are not certified by the Attorney General’s Office.
· DHS assessments, findings and service plans reflect a lack of understanding of the dynamics of domestic violence, safety risks, safety planning and referral for appropriate services.  The service plans need to be truly individualized.

· Need mandatory training for workers and supervisors with respect to domestic violence and the role of child welfare in responding to domestic violence cases.

· Workers need to be able to indentify those victims that can demonstrate that they are truly ready to take appropriate steps to protect their children.

· Need to involve people with domestic violence expertise on Post-Adjudication Review Boards.

· Could create Level 4 child welfare specialist positions for highly experienced workers who could provide consultation on tough cases involving domestic violence.

Candace Blalock
Retired District Judge

· Brings a rural perspective to the discussion.
· There is a serious lack of domestic violence services in certain areas of the state.

· We should require judges with domestic violence docket responsibility to have the training that the juvenile judges receive.

Cindy Hodges Cunningham

Domestic Violence Intervention Services, Inc.

ccunningham@dvis.org
· It is important to keep in mind that national statistics show that one in four women will be a victim of domestic violence in her lifetime.
· Oklahoma is currently ranked 11th in the nation in the number of women killed by men.

· Studies have shown that competent legal representation is the most important factor in helping a woman and her children escape domestic violence.

· Domestic violence is not a subject covered in all ABA approved law schools.

· DV education/training is currently available from many resources.

· Need to require domestic violence related training for judges and attorneys who work divorce cases, protective order cases, criminal cases and juvenile cases.

· Victims of DV are often reluctant to seek counseling or other support services.  The attorney may be the only resource the client has.  If the attorney doesn’t have a basic understanding of the dynamics of the situation, signs will be missed and lives will be at risk.

Melissa L. Blanton, Esq.

Enid YWCA

mblanton@ywcaenid.com
· A correlation between animal abuse, family violence and other forms of community violence has been established.

· 71-85% of women entering domestic violence shelters reported that their partner had threatened, injured or killed the family pet.

· Victims are prevented from leaving abusive situations out of fear of what might happen to their pets.

Janet Wilson, PhD, RN

Associate Professor, OU College of Nursing

Janet-wilson@ouhsc.edu
· The Oklahoma Lethality Assessment Protocol (OK LAP) is a new tool for use by police at the scene of DV.  
· Uses an 11-item lethality assessment to determine if victim is at high risk for homicide.
· Calling police is the most frequent action taken by victims seeking help for DV.

· Victims are six times more likely to reach out to police than to DV service providers.

· Most common police intervention is to arrest perpetrators and police generally do not connect victim to DV services at the scene.

· Seven police departments and the DV providers in their communities are participating in  OK LAP research to determine if it decreases DV related deaths:  Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Broken Arrow, El Reno, Stillwater, Tahlequah, and the Cherokee Nation Marshall Service.

Jackie Steyn

Chief Programs and Compliance Officer

OKC YWCA

jsteyn@ywcaokc.org
· DV is the single most important precursor to child abuse.

· One half of child abductions are related to DV.

· The absence of appropriate DV related training creates significant safety risks for victims and children impacted by domestic violence.

· Mandate training for mental health and substance abuse professionals in the dynamics of victimization and perpetration, danger and lethality screening, basic safety planning and referral for domestic violence services and other community resources.

· The infrastructure for the training is already in place.

Amanda McReynolds Doran, Executive Director

Domestic Violence Program of North Central Oklahoma

dvpnco@yahoo.com
· Education is the most effective method of domestic violence prevention.

· Must focus on primary prevention before violence occurs we must reduce factors that put people at risk of becoming victims and increase factors that protect people from being perpetrators of DV.

· Must reach children ages 11-17 as adolescence is the time when teens learn how to make decisions about relationships and must reach them before they are in an abusive relationship.

Barbara Burk

Mother of Barbara Diane Dye

Dewayne Burk

Brother of Barbara Diane Dye

· Provided background and discussed the history of the relationship between their daughter and sister to her husband, Raymond Dye who ultimately shot Diane and then himself.  (Their written testimonies are in the attached meeting packet.)

· Ms. Dye accessed the existing system to try to protect herself from her husband, including gaining a protective order but the existing judicial remedies could not protect her from a bullet.

Frank V. Jensen

Lawton, OK City Attorney

· Shorten the time frame within which the court must schedule a hearing on a permanent protective order from 20 days to no more than 14 days.

· Allow safety inspections of the perpetrator’s residence, vehicle, etc. by court order after entry of a final protective order and a finding of imminent harm to the victim.

· Increase access to effective advocate assistance at the courthouse when filing for a protective order.

Attached Documents:


Meeting Notice

Meeting handout packet
http://www.okhouse.gov/Documents/InterimStudies/2011/11-101%20presentation%20a.pdf
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