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In 2007, the Oklahoma Legislature passed HB 1804, a law, mandating State Agencies use E-verify and require E-verify usage from Contractors awarded state contracts.

The Chambers of Commerce sued just two sections of HB 1804.  After three years in court, the  10th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled HB 1804 and E-verify constitutional.

The recent U.S. Supreme Court case, Chamber of Commerce v. Whiting ruled that E-verify was constitutional as well as the option to penalize corrupt employers with loss of business license.

See 11-117 Presentation A

David Lashley
Midwest Maintenance Inc.
P.O. Box 12944
Oklahoma City, OK  73157

Operates the second largest janitorial service in the area.  When ICE audited his employees, found that 115 out of 167 had counterfeit documents.  He tracked the employees he fired for having counterfeit documents and found that many of them went to work for his competitors.  

Recommends that the government should require businesses to supply their E-verify memorandum of understanding.

Recommends that all employers be required to use E-verify.
See 11-117 Presentation B

Lorne Hall
Western Landscaping
405-520-8199
The economy is dependant on Hispanic labor.  He also went through an I-9 ICE audit and lost half of his workforce.  He now participates in the H2-B work program to employ up to 57 guest workers.  This is a cumbersome, bureaucratic process.
Several steps to apply for guest workers.

1. Wage standards are determined by U.S. Department of Labor for region;

2. Workers are recruited;

3. Federal government determines if and how many guest workers the business can support;

4. Consular office conducts background checks to determine which workers are eligible.

Problems with the guest worker program are that the government continually changes the rules of operation.  Mr. Hall has spent $12,500 to participate in the program.  A dependable workforce is key to business development.  

Recommends that service based businesses be treated equally.  Believes there is a need for better enforcement on business.

Commissioner Mark Costello
Oklahoma Department of Labor
405-521-6100
Commissioner Costello stated that the Department of Labor’s primary involvement with HB 1804 is through their licensing program.  The sometimes find applicants with fraudulent documents and turn them away.  The Department of Labor does not actively pursue immigration issues.
Caprice Tyner
Department of Human Services
405-521-3646
At any given time, there are 12-15 children not lawfully residing in the United States that are in state custody due to abandonment, abuse, or neglect.  When a child is not lawfully in the U.S. but is in Department of Human Services custody, the child:

1. receives no federally funded Medicaid services.  The child’s medical care is paid with 100% state dollars;

2. is not eligible for federally funded foster care maintenance payments;
3. is not provided independent living services when the child is 16 years of age or older; however, the child may participate in scheduled IL activities when there is no extra cost for the undocumented child to participate;

4. may be reunified with parents residing in other countries after completion of a home study by the other country.

See 11-117 Presentation C
Laura Brown
Department of Human Services
405-521-3646
Oklahoma Department of Human Services Family Support Services Division (FSSD) determines the eligibility for the following programs:

· Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

· Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

· Child Care Subsidy Program

· SoonerCare (Medicaid) for aged, blind, and disabled persons

· State Supplemental Payment (SSP)

· Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

All aliens requesting benefits must be lawfully admitted to the United States and provide documentation to prove they meet eligible or qualified alien status as determined by Federal law before receiving benefits.
As defined by Federal law, an eligible or qualified alien who enters the country on or after August 22, 1996 is not eligible for TANF, SNAP, SSP, LIHEAP or SoonerCare benefits for a five year period beginning on the date of the alien’s entry into the United States unless the alien is:

· Admitted to the United States as a refugee;
· Granted asylum;

· One whose deportation is being withheld;

· A Cuban or Haitian entrant;

· Admitted to the United States as an Amerasian immigrant;

· A veteran of the U.S. armed forces, on active duty, or is that person’s spouse or unmarried dependent child; or

· Is a victim of a severe form of trafficking.

All applicants of the TANF, SNAP, Child Care Subsidy, SSP, and LIHEAP programs are required to declare their citizenship or alien status on the application for benefits.  When Department of Human Services staff determine that an applicant made a false claim of citizenship, the worker reports this information and a complaint is filed with the U.S. Attorney for the applicable district.

See 11-117 Presentation D
Jessica Russell
Department of Education
Jessica.russell@sde.ok.gov
Schools are not allowed under federal law to question students regarding their legal status.  In order to question students regarding their legal status would require a change to the Federal Civil Rights Act.
Bryce Fair
State Regents for Higher Education
405-225-9230
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education participated with the Advancement of Hispanic Students in Higher Education Task Force as created by HB 2145 in 2004.  One purpose of the Task Force was to monitor the implementation of the policy to allow undocumented students to enroll in college and pay resident tuition.  Four outcomes were evident from monitoring the policy:
· Undocumented students continue to enroll.  The total number of students fluctuated from between 189 to 272 each year, but remains less than one tenth of a percent of all higher education students;

· The total amount of state financial aid received by eligible undocumented students declined markedly as new policy restrictions to financial aid have been put in place;
· Undocumented students contribute to the revenue of Oklahoma colleges and universities through their direct personal payment of tuition and fees.

· All Oklahoma higher education institutions are in compliance with the policy allowed by the provisions of Oklahoma law regarding the eligibility of undocumented students.

See 11-117  Presentation E
Karla Torres
Student
KarlaMT@okstate.edu
Ms. Torres is a student at OSU-OKC and became a resident alien in 2009 and a citizen on February 16th, 2011.  She did not find the pathway to citizenship overly burdensome because she was a student. 

Chief Rex Brown
Hobart Police Department
405-672-1225
Chief Brown has several concerns regarding immigration.  His department doesn’t do compliance checks.  Is concerned about a private group, Hispanic Pastors Association providing identification cards to undocumented persons in his area.  He is able to have telephonic contact with ICE when he detains an undocumented person.  ICE will interview and tell law enforcement to either proceed with charges or not.  Chief Brown is frustrated with the federal government’s lack of movement on the immigrant issue.  Most of the undocumented people he comes into contact with are victims of crime.
Sheriff Brian Edwards
Tulsa Sheriff’s Office
918-596-4680
Tulsa County Sheriff’s Office operates a 287-G program from the county jail.  Tulsa county decided to work with ICE and has found the program to be very labor intensive with a six and one-half week training course.  This was a proactive response on their part.  Immigration laws are very complex.  Tulsa County Sheriff’s Office works the criminal issues to protect the victims.  ICE is co-located within the facility which improves dialogue with ICE and the community.
Mark Woodward
Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drug Control
Mwoodward@obn.state.ok.us
There was a major shift in cartels from the Columbians to the Mexicans in the 1990’s.  This shift caused the OBNDD to reevaluate how they conducted operations.  The Mexican cartels will bring anything across the border for a price, drugs, humans, etc.  Oklahoma is a pipeline due to geographic location and highway infrastructure.  Approximately 25% of OBNDD cases involve undocumented aliens.  Have not seen an increase in activity that can be attributed directly to Arizona immigration law.
See 11-117 Presentation F
Trent Baggett
Oklahoma District Attorneys’ Council
Trent.baggett@dac.state.ok.us
District Attorneys’ Council submitted a survey to the district attorneys asking how immigration is impacting their offices.  Of the 27 sitting district attorneys, one replied to the survey.  District 21, covering Cleveland, Garvin and McClain counties reported an increase in the number of Spanish speaking contacts and that most contact was due to stolen property cases.  Anecdotally, the panhandle area has also reported increases in Spanish speaking clientele.

Michael Brooks-Jiminez
Attorney-at-Law
405-272-9393
Aliens can benefit from reporting crimes through the use of programs offered by the federal government.  The T-visa and U-visa programs offer protections from deportation for victims of human trafficking and other specified crimes.
Since HB 1804, 75% of the persons arrested and detained for immigration violations based on an initial traffic offense. 

ICE agents examine threat to the community and likelihood of absconding when determining detention.

Miguel Garcia
Attorney-at-Law
405-272-9393
Mr. Garcia first came to the United States at age 6 and started the process for legal status at age 9.  Fortunate that he came to the U.S. prior to 1997 because of changes to federal immigration law.  Took test at 20 to become a citizen.  Has been stopped by law enforcement 4 times without receiving a citation.  Believes it is because of the color of his skin.

Mike Seany
State Chamber of Commerce
405-235-3669

Has worked for the Chamber for 25 years and prior to that worked for a plant operated by Mexican nationals.  State and federal government keeps piling on laws and regulations that stifle business development.  The Chamber represents 400,000 Oklahomans and believes that the jobs these people and businesses provide are at risk due to unwise decisions.  Bad laws force businesses to make decisions about moving or closing.  Lawmakers must consider whether a new law or regulation will help or hinder business.  Immigration is a federal issue.  State Chamber sought relief from HB 1804 from the courts and challenged the constitutionality of 3 provisions.
David Castillo
Greater Oklahoma City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
405-616-5031

The burden of the immigrant community on state agencies are low.  There has been an 85% increase in the Hispanic community since 2000.  It is estimated that the Hispanic community has $5.8 billion in purchasing power in Oklahoma.  Minority owned businesses employ over 8,000 people in Oklahoma.  It is estimated that tax collections from undocumented aliens exceeds $21 million each year.  Mr. Castillo supports efforts to decrease illegal activity.

Ed Martinez

Greater Tulsa Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

918-742-3131

Nothing bad happened when the state didn’t enact immigration legislation last session.  Commerce has flourished.  Most deportations are for non-violent misdemeanor offenses.  High school students need to be educated.  Must allow all students to compete for higher education scholarships.  After the passage of HB 1804, Mexico enacted legislation to restrict trade with Oklahoma.
Blanca Zavala
Coalition for the American Dream
Blanca.e.zavala@gmail.com
Believes that the Hispanic community is living in fear.  Denied the right to integrate, looked at as less than human and blamed for crime and low education rates.  Would like legislation that builds bridges between the groups.  Immigration is federal responsibility.  Any legislation that promotes profiling or discrimination should be struck down.  Legislature has not represented Oklahoma’s largest minority.

See 11-117 Presentation G

Dr. Colin Swearingen
GIS Coordinator, Oklahoma House of Representatives
Swearingenco@okhouse.gov
What’s Going On?  Oklahoma’s Non-Citizen Population from 2000-2010:

· Data collected from U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS)

· Over 30,000 interviews per year from 2005-2009 with a 98% response rate

· Oklahoma’s non-citizen population has increased from 2.44% to 3.73% from 2000-2010

· Oklahoma City’s non-citizen population has increased from 3.4% to 5% from 2000-2010

· Tulsa’s non-citizen population has increased from 2.9% to 3.9% from 2000-2010

· Lawton’s non-citizen rate of 2.1% in 2010 is same as it was in 2005

· OKC metropolitan non-citizen population is approximately 63,432

· Tulsa metropolitan non-citizen population is approximately 36.168

· Lawton metropolitan non-citizen population is approximately 2,995

· Oklahoma City’s non-citizen population is fairly condensed in specific census tracts

· Tulsa’s non-citizen population is more distributed throughout the metropolitan area
See 11-117 Presentation H
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