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Ms. Massie presented a National Regional Jail Survey published in January 2010.  The research identified the following:

· 80 existing regional jails in 22 states

· 14 regional jail projects in 11 states currently under consideration of recently abandoned

· Statutes authorizing or related to regional jails in 19 states, and

See Presentation A
Truman Bidelspach Enterprises, Senior Partner

Capital Detention Systems LLC

to.bidelspach@capitaldetention.com
Mr. Bidelspach gave a presentation on the challenges to multi-county detention.  

Items for consideration:

· Changes to the Oklahoma Statutes

· Development of a suitable oversight board

· Provisions for associated Sheriffs and County Commissioners to have meaningful control of the operation

There must be cooperation between participating counties, shared costs based on percentage of facility utilization, and community involvement.  Planning for bed space should be a projected ten year outlook based on population growth and current average daily inmate population for the county. Counties could rent or lease unneeded bed space to other agencies to offset the costs of construction and operation.
Cost-savings associated with multi-county facilities include:

· Lower construction costs

· Lower operational costs including utilities and labor 

· Lower food and clothing costs

· Lower health care costs
See Presentation B

John Whetsel, Sheriff
Oklahoma County Sheriff’s Office

johwhe@oklahomacounty.org
Sheriff Whetsel stated that he is against a regional jail for Oklahoma County.
Stacey Puckett, Executive Director
Oklahoma Association of Chiefs of Police

stacey@okla-chiefs.org
Mr. Puckett warned about the high transportation costs associated with transporting regional jail inmates to court hearings.

Ray Vaughn, Commissioner

Oklahoma County District Three

rvaughn@oklahomacounty.org
Commissioner Vaughn stated that he is open to the concept of multi-county regional jails, but believes that the legislature must first provide authorization so the option is available.
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