HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REQUEST FOR INTERIM STUDY PROPOSAL

DATE:

June 14, 2011
BY REPRESENTATIVE(S):

Pittman, Anastasia
TOPIC OF THE PROPOSAL:

The Interim Study will assess ways to lessen the rate of ‘abortion by economic necessity’.
EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

The Interim Study will assess ways to lessen the rate of ‘abortion by economic necessity’ legally requiring shared parenting of a fetus and to initiate the child support collections process for the non gestating parent prenatally. 

The study will examine the possible need to broaden existing Oklahoma child protection statutes to provide for infants in utero; specifically, a requirement of the paternal parent for physical, emotional and material support from the month of conception. 

The study will examine the latest methods for early determination of pregnancy and paternity, processes for legal declaration of paternity, retroactive payment of fetal child support, refining definitions for abuse and neglect of an infant in utero, penalties and their applications for abuse and neglect of an infant in utero, etc.

 Economic conditions jeopardize funding for family planning, WIC and other children’s health programs. Each year, dead beat dads force the state of Oklahoma and single mothers to cover prenatal and post partum costs for many children at fetus- child and infant- child stages of development, respectively. To make child neglect/abuse laws applicable early in a pregnancy, and shared parental sacrifice, to include financial support from the month of conception, will save tax dollars, ease the burden on mothers, and possibly save the life of a child.
IF PRIVATE CITIZENS OR ORGANIZATIONS ARE TO BE NOTIFIED OF MEETING, LIST NAMES, ADDRESSES, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES:

	Renee H. Banks

Chief Counsel and Legislative Liaison

Center for Customer Services

Oklahoma Child Support Services

Oklahoma Dept. of Human Services

(405) 522-6188

Renee.Banks@okdhs.org 


	Kimberly Shimizu

Center for Customer Services

OK Child Support Services

(405) 522-3001

Kimberly.Shimizu@okdhs.org 



	Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy

Linda Terrell, Executive Director

(405) 236-5437

lterrell@oica.org
	Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy

Julie Bisbee, Policy Director

(405) 236-5437

jbisbee@oica.org 



	Bonnie Bellah

Maternal and Infant Health Director

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies

Institute for Child Advocacy

(236-5437\Ext 105

bonnieb@oica.org 
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