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Establishing Long Term Sustainability of Emergency Medical Services Statewide
Rep. Scott

· Introduced and discussed the purpose of the study.
Greg Reid
Director, REACT EMS 
Oklahoma Ambulance Association Board Member

Greg.reid@reactems.com
· Provided an overview of HB 1888 (Ambulance Service District Act) and its impact upon rural ambulance services.
· Briefly discussed utility assessments.
· Electric is the only consistent utility among rural areas of Oklahoma.
· A utility assessment has been done regarding telecommunications.
Rebecca Smith, RN, EMT-P
Compliance officer with Muskogee County EMS
rebeccas@mcems.us
· Advocated for voter choice with regards to funding ambulance services.
· Testified that half of all EMS patients are Medicare beneficiaries.
Eddie Sims
EMSSTAT Manager, Norman Regional Health System
· Expressed concern over the lack of public assistance and testing for members of the public possibly exposed to communicable diseases while providing emergency assistance.
Chris Garret
Owasso Fire Department Chief
cgarrett@cityofowasso.com
· Provided testimony related to the City of Owasso and statewide implications for fire-based EMS services.
· Informed the committee that the principle concern is sustainability of services.
· It will be important to identifying which delivery system works best for each community.
· Factors to be considered in deciding the level of EMS services provided within a community are:
· The level of risk the community is willing to accept;
· The system’s objectives and the customer’s expectations; and
· The community’s ability to fund the system.
· Testified that fire-based EMS, particularly ambulance service, is one option that the fire service believes is a viable alternative in many cases.

· Testified that in Oklahoma there are currently:

· 709 fire departments registered with the United States Fire Administration; 

· 184 provide non-transport EMS services; and

· 34 provide ambulance service.
· Identified several benefits of fire-based EMS services, including:
· Many system components already funded;
· Minimized response time;
· Continuity of patient care; and

· Stability of the service provider.
· Identified future challenges for the Owasso Fire Department, including:
· The community of Owasso will continue to grow;
· Subsequently, call volume will continue to grow;
· Current funding policy to maintain the level of service;
· The operational burden on the system; and
· Regionalization and the sharing of services across communities.
Frank Colburn
Former board chairman and current board member of the Cleora EMS District Trust (CEMSA)
fcolburn@allegiance.tv
· Provided an overview of CEMSA.
· Advocated for the necessity of a stable, long-term source of operating funds for rural EMS services.
Leonard Dalquest
ldalquest@aol.com
· Provided an overview of the Regional Emergency Medical Ambulance Service (REMAS).
· REMAS formed through the work of a public citizens’ committee, which included members from Craig and Delaware counties.
· Applauded the overall success of REMAS and its ability to secure funding for the long-term viability of the program.
· Applauded local leaders and members of the community for making REMAS a success story.
Rodney Johnson
Medic Institute

rodney@medicinstitute.org
· Testified that it would take approximately $30 to $40 million to fund EMS services in Oklahoma.

· Stated that it will take a multifaceted approach to address rural EMS service and funding.
Howard L. Ground
Manager, Governmental & Environmental Affairs
AEP – Public Service Company of Oklahoma

· Expressed concern over the use of public utilities to collect taxes in lieu of fees.
· “We do not collect taxes in lieu of fees on our customers that is not voted for and run by the actual constituents.”
Jimmy Johnson

Life Emergency Medical Services
President-Elect of the American Ambulance Association

jjohnson@lifeemsinc.com
· Expressed concern regarding the effect of the Affordable Care Act and its impact on ambulance service in Oklahoma.
· Reasserted that one model will not work for every community.
· Expressed concern over the possibility of continued reductions in Federal funding.
Mark Newman

Director, Office of State & Federal Policy

Oklahoma State Department of Health

marksn@health.ok.gov
· Provided an overview of the Department’s role in administering and facilitating emergency response systems in the state.
· Testified that the Department is tasked with ensuring EMS services meet quality of service standards.
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