INTERIM STUDY REPORT
Government Modernization Committee

Rep. Jason Murphey, Chairman

Oklahoma House of Representatives

Interim Study 12-006, Rep. Murphey

September 13, 2012

Standardization of the Legislative Process

Jarod Saxton

BlueLid Technologies

· Company designs and develops custom XML-based content management and publishing systems.

· They have experience with legislative, legal, tax and accounting content systems.

· Five years partnering with Iowa Legislative Services Agency developing LINC system.

· XML = Extensible Markup Language.  It provides a standardized way to structure content that is human and machine readable.

· XML can improve content accuracy, accessibility, production efficiency, reuse and publishing flexibility.

· Described various stages of back-end development, tool and application development.

· Results of XML standardization include:

· Shortened production cycles

· Improved content accuracy

· Reduced learning curve for new staff

· Revealed new ways of exposing content

· The LINC system tracks bills and amendments from initial request to draft and from draft to file.

· Introduced, Reprinted and Enrolled bills are published to the public.

· Indexing allows topics to be associated to the legislation.

· The LINC system manages the process of preparing and compiling enrolled bills and joint resolutions into a final Acts volume.

· Bringing all of these processes in house reduced costs.

· Cost to the Iowa House was $1 million over five years.
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