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Adding two additional Dental Hygienist to the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry
Rep. Nelson

· Introduced the interim study and highlighted the contentious debate that arose over previous legislation, which was introduced during the second regular session of the 53rd Legislature.
Angela Craig, R.D.H.
Oklahoma Board of Dentistry 
· Advocated for the addition of two dental hygienists to the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry.
· “We see this issue as a lost opportunity for Oklahoma; for dentistry; and for dental hygienist by not having more representation on the board.”

· Expressed concern over the increase in dental hygienists’ in Oklahoma, and their continued under-representation on the Board. 

· Increased representation on the Board would allow for increased participation on Board committees.
· Testified there is not a fiscal impact upon the State.

Bonnie Flanagan, R.D.H.
Legislative Chair, Oklahoma Dental Hygienists’ Association

Past Oklahoma Board of Dentistry member

· Testified that after an unsuccessful attempt to add additional dental hygienists through the Board, the Oklahoma Dental Hygienists’ Association decided the matter necessitated legislation.

· Testified to the workload associated with serving as a Board member.
Tommy Thomas 
Oklahoma Legislative Consulting Group LLC

· “This is not about independent practice. You might here that, but it is not about independent practice.”
· Testified that statutorily there is a prohibition against dental hygienists’ seeking independent practice. 

· Expressed concern over the number of lay members on the Board compared to the number dental hygienists.

· “This is an issue about representation. This is not an issue about more control.”

· Testified that the numbers of dental hygienists in the state are growing at a faster rate than dentists.
Susan Rogers
Director, Oklahoma Board of Dentistry
· Provided a historical overview of the Board.
· Provided an overview of the types of cases the Board reviews.
· Administrative cases – oversee the licenses of dentists, hygienists, dental assistants and labs; and 
· Criminal cases 
· Testified that the Board is a non-appropriated state agency.
Dr. Bruce D. Horn, DDS
Director of Dental Exam Administration

Past President of the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry

· Highlighted “what works in Oklahoma,” including:

· Being one of the few, if not the only board in the state,  that is elected;

· Its members are not appointed by the governor as in other states; and

· Its members are elected by all the licensees in each district.
· Highlighted the level of representation between larger districts and smaller districts, noting that some districts in rural Oklahoma have the same level of representation that larger districts, such as Oklahoma County, enjoy. 
· Applauded the lay members of the Board as “unsung heroes.”
· “The public members serve with great vigor; very rarely do they not show up at meetings; and quite often they take the lead in a lot of the discussions that we have and bring to that the flavor and the knowledge of the general public in making sure that we protect the public.”
· Specified lay members are appointed by the governor and are confirmed by the Senate. 

· Reiterated the involvement of the Board in licensure and discipline.
· “We take that seriously, and it’s evenly distributed among the Board members.”

· Testified that the relative need for representation has not changed.

Dr. Bradford Hoopes, DDS

President, Oklahoma Board of Dentistry

· Provided testimony regarding the educational differences between dental hygienists and dentists.

· Expressed concern regarding the focus of the Board appointed dental hygienist committee.

· Believes the dental hygienist committee is more focused on the types of procedures they are allowed to do; and
· Believes the Board should be focusing on testing, licensure, drug abuse, fraud, and quality of care.
· Advocated for the appointment of a dental hygienist to a specific Board committee, rather than a statutory amendment to add additional hygienists to the Board.

· “You don’t have to have a Board member to do some of these functions.”

Todd Bridges, DDS

President, Oklahoma Dental Association

· Conveyed the Association’s support for the testimony given by the Oklahoma Board of Dentistry members.
Scott Atkins
Scott Adkins Consulting, Inc.

Government Affairs and Political Strategies
· Identified the topic as a scope of practice issue.
· Testified there is a fiscal impact upon the State. 
James Sparks, DDS
2nd Vice President, Oklahoma Board of Dentistry

· Highlighted the role of the dental hygienist committee and its working relationship with the Board.  
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