[bookmark: _GoBack]Digital Learning is a major focus for the Department of Ed.

· We have gone through a transition and replaced a long time Instructional Technology Director with new personnel 

· We are picking up where we left off continuing to promote technology uses to create, foster and establish best digital learning practices for teachers to instruct students.

· We are focusing on establishing models for digital learning such as our TTM partnership to help aid in the algebra readiness imitative 

· We are in the process of applying for a large grant through the Carnegie Corporation that will focus on blended learning models and implementation of the Oklahoma C3 standards with selected districts throughout the state.

· We are also looking at ways we can help districts around the state in managing their E rate processes and dealings with various telecommunications vendors.  This will help pave the digital road ways we need in and out of districts that are challenged in gaining access to larger bandwidth. 


Things that concern us at SDE:

· A big concern for us is the definition of digital learning with district personnel.  We want to make clear in all of our efforts to promote real digital learning and not replicate analog material converted to digital and calling it good.

· Another big concern is statewide PD for district personnel to aid in promoting best practices in Digital Learning environments. 

· The funding aspect of this is always an issue, but we are looking at several ways and combinations of methods to handle this component. 

· Building the appropriate digital infrastructure to allow real digital learning to take place in our schools is a massive challenge that will have to have a solution to if this imitative has a chance of succeeding.

· A very real culture shift from brick and mortar schools to virtual and promoting this movement without striking so much fear that it causes delays in the process of implementation

· Creating better partnerships with districts all around the state to help accelerate the movement of digital learning.  

· How we can use digital learning platforms to really promote STEM from K-12 perspective. 


According to Digital Learning Now and their publication of the Digital Learning Report Card, we have a few areas of growth that we would like to proceed. 

1a - In the 1st element of digital access, Oklahoma does NOT require students to take at least one online course for a high school diploma.  

1b - Michigan, Alabama, Florida, and Idaho currently require a virtual learning credit for high school graduation. Michigan was the first state to implement such a requirement in 2006, followed by Alabama in 2008.

1c - This would help ensure success for college and beyond and many colleges and employers require coursework and training in an online format.

2a - In element 6 of the report card: Quality Instruction, Oklahoma currently does not require teachers to have specialized training in online pedagogies. 

2b - We feel an iron triangle relationship between the State Department of Education, Regent for Higher Education, and the Commission on Teacher Preparation would help education majors attain the skills necessary to ensure student success in an online delivery system

3a - In element 7: Quality Choices, SB 1816 authored by Sen. Stanislawski and Rep. Kern. ensures a statewide authorizers for digital providers allowing for a central clearinghouse for quality.

4a - In element 10, Infrastructure Supports Digital Learning, State law currently does not require a majority of content, such as textbooks, to be provided digitally.

4b - We realize this is very difficult to achieve with the digital divide and high student:computer ratios as barriers.  In a handful of successful, 1:1 programs throughout the state, textbooks and digital materials are provided digitally.

4c - As a first step toward meeting this goal, we advocate an increase in Textbook Funds and the flexibility of those funds to purchase both digital instructional materials.  More importantly, however, is the need and flexibility to purchase instructional hardware to support the digital 
materials.

