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Student rights to privacy and education reform
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· The State Department of Education collects data because of federal requirements.

· The department is transitioning from a system that took student counts to a system that tracks other data. This system gives educators more capabilities. For example, administrators can see where a student has gone if he or she leaves school or see if the student dropped out.

· The newer system will include scores and assessment data.

· This spring the department started its early warning indicator through the system. This allows administrators and teachers to know a student is there and has behavioral issues, absences and whether he or she is passing assessments.

· Right now data is only shared between the department and districts and the P20 Council.

· The department is working on a privacy policy.
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· The P20 Council has expanded beyond the bounds of its original purpose created in SB222.

· The council has gone from collecting data for prekindergarten through age 20 educational data to tracking subjective personal data about students.
· ROPE believes that collection of data is good but should be kept on a local level.
· There is a federal law prohibiting a national database and we should not be sending data across state lines.
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· The cost to the state must be considered when discussing a student data system.

· Databases could be subject to privacy violations. Thus information technology employees will need to be hired and protection purchased to keep the database safe.
· Data could be sold to testing or textbook companies and there is a concern about identity theft.

· Teachers and administrators will be blamed if students do not provide data.
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· When student data is collected, data could later be published without parents expecting it. For example, student data was published when they requested waivers for graduation testing requirements earlier this year. Records of 25 students remained on the State Department of Education’s website as of the morning of the interim study.

· Who is held responsible for such a violation of privacy? No resolution has happened.

· We don’t have the proper system in place for preventing inadvertent or unexpected use.

Rep. Sally Kern

· We need to collect educational data but we need to be careful of the types of information we collect and how we share it.

· We need to make sure we have the best environment to grow without undue influence from the government.

· The state data system should be tied only to giving students the best education possible.
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