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Proper sampling for chronic wasting disease “CWD” on deer farms
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· The incubation period for chronic wasting disease is long. Most animals are not diagnosed until they are 5 to 7 years old.
· The disease was first discovered in Colorado in 1967. It is now mostly in Colorado, Wyoming and Nebraska. It is starting to grow in West Virginia. Two counties in southern Kansas and the panhandle of west Texas were added a couple of months ago. Oklahoma had a case in 2001 between Piedmont and Edmond. The animal had been brought in from Colorado.

· Once again, all states are under a national herd certification program. Producers who do not participate cannot move their animals across state lines.

· This disease is not known to infect humans.

· Now, the lymph nodes and the brain stem must be tested and a certified veterinarian must take the samples. Twenty veterinarians in Oklahoma have become certified. 
· Demonstrated through video how the brain stem and lymph nodes are removed. There is some difficulty in removing the lymph nodes because they often blend into the surrounding tissue. He is confident he could teach people to take out the brain stem but not as sure about training to take out lymph nodes.

· It could save producers money if they could be trained to take out the brain stem and lymph nodes themselves.
Rod Hall

Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry, state veterinarian

Rod.hall@ag.ok.gov
· Some veterinarians don’t think producers should be able to take the samples for testing but many of those veterinarians are not participating in the program.
· Several veterinarians also have learned how to take the samples less expensively.
· Department officials want to be objective and are not saying that they don’t want producers to take the samples.

· The department’s job is to protect the livestock and public and to assist producers to be as successful as possible. 

· Federal oversight will be stricter now and Oklahoma will be on provisional status for the first year of the review process. If Oklahoma does not obtain consistent state status, producers will not be able to sell deer to other states.

· In Oklahoma, producers are trained to take salmonella samples in poultry so there is precedence. 

· Seven to eight states allow producers to take samples.
· If a positive sample is found, a herd is quarantined and its origin traced. Animals will then be disposed of.

· People in the system must submit an inventory so there is less room for fraud.
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· He was trained in February 1998 to take his own samples.

· It is actually easiest to take the lymph node samples because they are easier to feel. They feel like an olive and though they are not always in the same place, they are within an inch. On a sick animal, the lymph nodes also are bigger. If it is sliced open, it also looks different from other tissue. It is usually easy enough to get lymph nodes but he has struggled to get the brain stem sample.

· The advantage to a producer taking a sample is that it will be fresher. 

· Twenty veterinarians in the state to take samples is not enough.

· At this point, all the animal is doing is costing the producer money since it is dead. There is no need for surgery or to save the animal. Producers are not trying to put veterinarians out of business.

· Chronic wasting disease has not been as big of a problem as expected. The only reason to keep up with testing is so that the animals can be shipped across state lines.
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· She does veterinary work for the white tail deer industry.
· She is in support of veterinarians being involved in regulating the disease but compliance for producers is difficult. It is a financial burden. Compliance would likely be better if producers could take samples. Testing used to be free except for a shipping, processing and disposal, but federal funding for testing is gone.

· It is difficult to get good samples in Oklahoma because of the heat. It is likely that the samples producers would get would be as good as hers.
· If producers need help, they could always call.
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