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Judicial Reform 

EXPLANATORY COMMENTS ON THE SCOPE OF THE STUDY PROPOSAL:

The Oklahoma Supreme Court has stricken several enactments of the Legislature without just cause.  In some cases, including but not limited to rulings right-to-life legislation, the Court’s rulings purport to be based on federal jurisprudence, but similar laws in other states have been upheld by federal courts.  The Court’s actions constitute an abuse of power, judicial tyranny, usurpation of the role of the Legislature, and legislating from the bench.  Part of the problem is that the judicial selection process in Oklahoma is tilted sharply toward the lawyer’s special interest group, the Oklahoma Bar Association (OBA).  The OBA enjoys greater influence over judicial selection than most other states’ bar associations have.  Legislative action is required to exercise constitutional checks and balances, and to restore the proper role of the three branches of Oklahoma government.  I hope to accomplish five things with this study:
1) Demonstrate the severity of the abuse of power in which our Oklahoma Supreme Court strikes legislative enactments.

2) Demonstrate that the judicial selection process is tilted toward a tiny percentage of Oklahomans who are members of the OBA special interest group.

3) Suggest that statutory reforms are appropriate, necessary, and attainable.

4) Discuss other problems with our state Supreme Court, including gross mismanagement of funds designated for internet networks.

5) Discuss problems with mandatory membership in the Oklahoma Bar Association, with respect to freedom of conscience and lack of financial accountability of the OBA.
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