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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.







DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

A DECLARATION BY THE REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN CONGRESS
ASSEMBLED.

[JuLy 4, 1776.]

When in the Course of human events, it becomes neces-
sary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among
the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes which impel them to
the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Goverments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed. That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abol-
ish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing in-
variably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new
Guards for their future security. Such has been the patient
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sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity
which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations,
all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be
submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immedi-
ate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature,
a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places un-
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the Depository of
their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions,
to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the
People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavored to prevent the Population of these
States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Natu-
ralization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encour-
age their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of
new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by
refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the
tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent
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hither swarms of Ofticers to harrass our People, and eat
out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the Military independent of
and superior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a juris-
diction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by
our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from Punishment
for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabi-
tants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial
by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-
tended offenses:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a
neighboring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing
the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valu-
able Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out
of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt
our towns, and destroyed the lives of our People.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign
Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty &
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and
totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-Citizens taken Captive on
the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to be-
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come the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to
fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury.
A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a
free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here.
We have appealed to their native justice and magna-
nimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which,
would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspond-
ence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and
of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the
necessity which denounces our Separation, and hold them,
as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.

WE, therefore, 'the REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, IN GENERAL CONGRESS, Assembled, ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the recti-
tude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority
of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly PUBLISH
and pDECLARE, That these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be FREE AND INDEPENDENT States; that they are
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and
that as FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full
Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances,
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things
which INDEPENDENT STATES may of right do. And for the
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
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Protection of Divine Providence, We mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

The foregoing declaration was, by order of Congress, engrossed,
and signed by the following members:

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire.

Josian BARTLETT, MAaTTHEW TIIORNTON.
WM. WHIPPLE,

Massachuselts Bay.

SaML. Apawms, RoBT. TREAT PAINE,
JOHN ADAMS, ELBRIDGE GERRY,

Rhode Island, etc.
StEP. HOPKINS, WiLLiaMm ELLERY.

Connecticut.

ROGER SHERMAN, WM. WILLIAMS,

SaM’'EL HUNTINGTON, OLIVER WOLCOTT.
New York.

WM. Frovp, FraNns. LEwis,

PHIL. LIVINGSTON, LEwis MORRIs.

New Jersey.

RICHD. STOCKTON, Joun HART.
JNo. WITHERSPOON. ABRA. CLARK.
Fras. HOPKINSON.
Pennsylvania.

RoBT. MORRIS. Jas. Smitn,
BENjAMIN RusHh, Geo. TAYLOR,
BENJA. FRANKLIN, James WILsoN,
JoHN MorTON, GEeo. Ross.
Ggo. CLYMER,

Delaware.
CresarR RODNEY, Tuo. M'KEAN.
GEO. READ,

Maryland.
SAMUEL CHASE, Ti10S. STONE,
Wnm. Paca, CuHARLES CARROLIL of

Carrollton.
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Virginia.
GEORGE WYTHE, THos. NELSON, jr.
RicEaRD HENRY LEE, Francis LIGHTFOOT LEE,
TH JEFFERSON, CARTER BRAXTON.

BENJA. HARRISON,

North Carolina.

\WM. HOOPER, JOoHN PENN,
JosEpn HEWES,

South Carolina.

EDpwWARD RUTLEDGE, THoMAS LyNCH, junr.,
THos. HEYWARD, junr., ARTHUR MIDDLETON.
Georgia.

BuTTOoN GWINNETT, GEO. WALTON.

LyMaN Harr,

Resolved, That copies of the Declaration be sent to the
several assemblies, conventions, and committees or councils
of safety, and to the several commanding officers of the
Continental Troops: That it be PROCLAIMED in each of the
UNITED STATES, and at the HEeap of the Army. — [Jour.
Cong., vol. I, p. 396.]
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

PREAMBLE.
Objects of the Constitution.

ArTICLE 1.

SEcTION 1. Legislative powers, in whom vested. Page 13.

Sect. 2. House of representatives, how and by whom chosen —
Qualifications of a representative — Representatives and direct
taxes, how apportioned — Census — Vacancies to be filled — Power
of choosing officers, and of impeachment. 14.

SECT. 3. Senators, how and by whom chosen — How classified
— Vacancies, how filled — Qualifications of a Senator — President
of the Senate, his right to vote — President pro tem. and other
officers of Senate, how chosen — Power to try impeachments —
When President is tried, Chief Justice to preside — Sentence.
14, 15.

Sect. 4. Times, &c., of holding elections, how prescribed —
One session in each year. 15.

SECT. 5. Membership — Quorum — Adjournments — Rules
— Power to punish or expel — Journal — Time of adjournment
limited, unless, &c. 15, 16.

SeEcT. 6. Compensation — Privileges — Disqualification in cer-
tain cases. 16.

SEcT. 7. House to originate all revenue bills — Veto — Bill
may be passed by two-thirds of each house, notwithstanding, &c. —
Bill not returned in ten days — Provision as to all orders, &c.,
except, &c. 16, 17.

Sect. 8. Powers of Congress. 17, 18.

SECT. 9. Provision as to migration or importation of certain
persons — Habeas corpus — Bills of attainder, &c.— Taxes, how
apportioned — No export duty — No commercial preferences —
No money drawn from treasury, unless, &c.— No titular nobility
— Officers not to receive presents, unless, &c. 18, 19.

SECT. 10. States prohibited from the exercise of certain
powers. 19,

ArTICLE IIL.

SECTION 1. President and Vice-President, their term of office
— Electors of President and Vice-President, number, and how ap-
pointed — Electors to vote on same day — Qualifications of

11
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President — On whom his duties devolve in case of his removal,
death, &e. — President’s compensation — His oath. 19-21.

SECT. 2. President to be commander-in-chief — He may require
opinion of, &c., and may pardon — Treaty-making power — Nomi-
nation of certain officers — When President may fill vacancies.
21, 22,

SECT. 3. President shall communicate to Congress — He may
convene and adjourn Congress, in case, &c.; shall receive ambassa-
dors, execute laws, and commission ofticers. 22.

SEcT. 4. All civil offices forfeited for certain crimes. 22.

ArTICLE 1I1.

SECTION 1. Judicial power — Tenure — Compensation. 22.

SECT. 2. Judicial power, to what cases it extends — Original
jurisdiction of supreme court — Appellate — Trial by jury, ex-
cept, &¢. — Trial, where. 22, 23.

SECT. 3. Treason defined — Proof of — Punishment of. 23.

ArTICLE IV,

Secriox 1. Credit to be given to public acts, &ec., of every
State.  23.

SecT. 2. Privileges of citizens of each State — Fugitives from
justice to be delievered up — Persons held to service, having
escaped, to be delivered up. 23, 24.

SECT. 3. Admission of new States — Power of Congress over
territory aud other property. 24.

SECT. 4. Republican form of government guaranteed — Each
State to be protected. 24.

ARTICLE V.
Constitution, how amended — Proviso. 24.

ARTICLE VI,
Certain  debts, &c.. adopted — Supremacy of Constitution,
treaties, and laws of the United States — Oath to support Consti-
tution, by whom taken — No religious test. 24, 25.

ARTICLE V1.
Ratification necessary to establish Constitution. 23,

AMENDMENTS.

I. — Religious establishment prohibited — Freedom of speech,
of the press, and right to petition. 25,
11. — Right to keep and bear arms, 23,
111. — No soldicr to be quartered in any house. unless, &e. 25.
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IV. — Right of gearch and seizure regulated. 25, 26.
V. — Provisions concerning prosecutions, trials, and punish-
ments — Private property not to be taken for public
use, without, &c. 26.
V1. — Further provisions respecting criminal prosecutions. 26.
VII. — Right of trial by jury secured. 26.
VI11i. — Bail, fines, and punishments. 26.
IX. — Rule of construction. 26,
X. — Spme subject. 26,
XI1.— Same subject. 26, 27.
XII. — Manner of choosing President  and  Vice-President.
27, 28. ’
XI11I. — Slavery abolished. 28.
X1V.— Citizenship defined — Apportionment of representatives
— Persons engaged in rebellion excluded from office
— Debts of United States, and of States contracted
during the rebellion. 28, 29.
XV. — Right of citizenship not to be abridged. 29.
XVI. — Congress may tax incomes without apportionment or
regard to census. 29.
XVIIL. — Senators to be elected by the people. 29, 30.
XVIII. — Manufacture,. sale, transportation and exportation of
intoxicating liquors for beverage purposes prohibited.

30.
XIX. — Right to vote not to be denied or abridged on account
of sex. 30.

XX.— Terms of President, Vice-President, Senators and Repre-
sentatives — Time for assembling of Congress —
Filling of vacancy in case of failure of President-
elect to qualify, through death or otherwise. 30, 31.

XXI.— Art. XVIII repealed. [nterstate transportation of in-
toxicating liquors regulated, 31,

WEg the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tran-
quility, provide for the common decfence, promote the
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our-
sclves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Con-
sTITUTION for the United States of America.

ArricLe T,

SecrtroN 1. All legislative powers herein granted shall
be vested in a congress of the United States, which shall
consist of a senate and house of representatives.
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SEcT. 2. The house of representatives shall be composed
of members chosen every second year by the people of the
several states, and the electors in each state shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous
branch of the state legislature.

No person shall be a representative who shall not have at-
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been seven years a
citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected,
be an inhabitant of that state in which he shall be chosen.

* Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
among the several states which may be included within this
Union, according to their respective numbers, which shall
be determined by adding to the whole number of free per-
sonsg, including those bound to service for a term of years,
and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other
persons. The actual enumeration shall be made within
three years after the first meeting of the congress of the
United States, and within every subsequent term of ten
years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The
number of representatives shall not exceed one for every
thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least one repre-
sentative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the
state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three,
Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four,
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten,
North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any
state, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs of
election to fill such vacancies.

The house of representatives shall choose their speaker
and other officers; and shall have the sole power of im-
peachment.

SEcT. 3. T [The senate of the United States shall be com-
posed of two senators from each state, chosen by the legislature
thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote.]

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence
of the first election, they shall be divided as equally as
may be into three classes. The seats of the senators of
the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the

* See Section 2 of Fourteenth Amendment.
1 See Seventeenth Amendment.
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second year, of the second class at the expiration of the
fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of
the sixth year, so that one-third may be chosen every sec-
ond year; *[and if vacancies happen by resignation, or
otherwise, during the recess of the legislature of any state,
the executive thereof may make temporary appointments
until the next meeting of the legislature, which shall then
fill such vacancies}.

No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of
the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an
inhabitant of that state for which he shall be chosen.

The vice-president of the United States shall be presi-
dent of the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be
equally divided.

The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a presi-
dent pro tempore, in the absence of the vice-president, or when
he shall exercise the office of president of the United States.

The senate shall have the sole power to try all impeach-
ments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be on oath
or affirmation. When the president of the United States is
tried, the chief justice shall preside: and no person shall be
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the mem-
bers present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further
than to removal from office, and disqualification to hold and
enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United
States: but the party convicted shall nevertheless be liable
and subject to indictment, trial, judgment and punishment,
according to law.

SeEcTt. 4. The times, places and manner of holding elec-
tions for senators and representatives, shall be prescribed
in each state by the legislature thereof; but the congress
may at any time by law make or alter such regulations,
except as to the places of choosing senators.

t [The congress shall assemble at least once in every year,
and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in December,
unless they shall by law appoint a different day.]

SecT. 5. Each house shall be the judge of the elections,
returns and qualifications of its own members, and a ma-

* See Seventeenth Amendment. 1 See Twentieth Amendment.
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jority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business;
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and
may be authorized to compel the attendance of absent
members, in such manner, and under such penalties as
each house may provide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings,
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the
concurrence of two-thirds, expel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and
from time to time publish the same, excepting such parts
as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the yeas
and nays of the members of either house on any question
shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered
on the journal.

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall,
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the
two houses shall be sitting.

SECT. 6. The senators and representatives shall receive
a compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law,
and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They
shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of the
peace, be privileged from arrest during their attendance at
the session of their respective houses, and in going to and
returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in
either house, they shall not be questioned in any other
place.

No senator or representative shall, during the time for
which lLie was elected, be appointed to any civil office under
the authority of the United States, which shall have been
created, or the emoluments whereof shall have been in-
creased during such time; and no person holding any office
under the United States, shall be a member of either house
during his continuance in office.

Secr. 7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in
the house of representatives; but the senate may propose
or concur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed the house of repre-
sentatives and the senate, shall, before it become a law,
be presented to the president of the United States; if he
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with
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his objections, to that house in which it shall have origi-
nated, who shall enter the objections at large on their
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such recon-
sideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the
bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the
other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered,
and if approved by two-thirds of that house, it shall become
a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall
be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the
persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered on
the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall
not be returned by the president within ten days (Sundays
excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the
same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it,
unless the congress by their adjournment prevent its re-
turn, in which case it shall not be a law.

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concur-
rence of the senate and house of representatives may be
necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be
presented to the president of the United States; and before
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or
being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds
of the senate and house of representatives, according to
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.

SeEcT. 8. The congress shall have power —to lay and
collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts
and provide for the common defence and general welfare
of the United States; but all duties, imposts and excises
shall be uniform throughout the United States; — to bor-
row money on the credit of the United States; — to regu-
late commerce with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes; — to establish an uni-
form rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject
of bankruptcies throughout the United States;— to coin
money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and
fix the standard of weights and measures; — to provide for
the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current
coin of the United States; — to establish post offices and
post roads; — to promote the progress of science and use-
ful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and in-
ventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and
discoveries; — to constitute tribunals inferior to the su-
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preme court; — to define and punish piracies and felonies
committed on the high seas, and offences against the law
of nations; — to declare war, grant letters of marque and
reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on land and
water; — to raise and support armies, but no appropriation
of money to that use shall be for a longer term than two
years; — to provide and maintain a navy;— to make rules
for the government and regulation of the land and naval
forces; — to provide for calling forth the militia to exe-
cute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel
invasions; — to provide for organizing, arming, and disci-
plining the militia, and for governing such part of them
as may be employed in the service of the United States,
reserving to the states respectively, the appointment of the
officers, and the authority of training the militia according
to the discipline prescribed by congress; — to exercise ex-
clusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such district
(not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of par-
ticular states, and the acceptance of congress, become the
seat of the government of the United States, and to exer-
cise like authority over all places purchased by the consent
of the legislature of the state in which the same shall be,
for the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock yards,
and other needful buildings; — and to make all laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution
the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this
constitution in the government of the United States, or in
any department or officer thereof.

SEcT. 9. The migration or importation of such persons,
as any of the states now existing shall think proper to ad-
mit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the
year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or
duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding
ten dollars for each person.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion
the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.

No capitation, or other direct tax, shall be laid, unless
in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore
directed to be taken.
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No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from
any state.

No preference shall be given by any regulation of com-
merce or revenue to the ports of one state over those of
another; nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state, be
obliged to enter, clear or pay duties in another.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in conse-
quence of appropriations made by law; and a regular state-
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all
public money shall be published from time to time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States;
and no person holding any office of profit or trust under
them shall, without the consent of the congress, accept of
any present, emolument, office or title, of any kind what-
ever, from any king, prince, or foreign state.

SecTt. 10. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance,
or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal;
coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill
of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obli-
gation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. No state
shall, without the consent of the congress, lay any imposts
or duties on imports or exports, except what may be abso-
lutely necessary for executing its inspection laws: and the
net produce of all duties and imposts, laid by any state on
imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treasury of
the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the
revision and control of the congress. No state shall, with-
out the consent of congress, lay any duty of tonnage, keep
troops, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any
agreement or compact with another state, or with a foreign
power, or engage in war, unless actually invaded, or in
such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

SectioN 1. The executive power shall be vested in a
President of the United States of America. He shall hold
his office during the term of four years, and, together with
the vice-president, chosen for the same term, be elected, as
follows: —

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis-
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to
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the whole number of senators and representatives to which
the state may be entitled in the congress; but no senator
or representative, or person holding an office of trust or
profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector.

* [The electors shall meet in their respective states, and
vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves.
And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for,
and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the president
of the senate. The president of the senate shall, in the
presence of the senate and house of representatives, open
all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted.
The person having the greatest number of votes shall be
the president, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of eclectors appointed; and if there be more than
one who have such majority, and have an equal number of
votes, then the house of representatives shall immediately
choose by ballot one of them for president; and if no per-
son have a majority, then from the five highest on the list
the said house shall in like manner choose the president.
But in choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by
states, the representation from each state having one vote;
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. In every case,
after the choice of the president, the person having the
greatest number of votes of the electors shall be the vice-
president. But if there should remain two or more who
have equal votes, the senate shall choose from them by
ballot the vice-president.]

The congress may determine the time of choosing the
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes;
which day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of
the United States, at the time of the adoption of this con-
stitution, shall be eligible to the office of president; neither
shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have
attained to the age of thirty-five years, and been fourteen
vears a resident within the United States.

In case of the removal of the president from office, or of

* See Twelfth Amendment.
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his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the powers
and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the
vice-president, and the congress may by law provide for
the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability, both
of the president and vice-president, declaring what officer
shall then act as president, and such officer shall act ac-
cordingly, until the disability be removed, or a president
shall be elected.

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his serv-
ices, a compensation, which shall neither be increased nor
diminished during the period for which he shall have been
elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other
emolument from the United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take
the following oath or affirmation: —

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully
execute the office of president of the United States, and
will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend
the constitution of the United States.”

SecT. 2. The president shall be commander-in-chief of
the army and navy of the United States, and of the militia
of the several states, when called into the actual service of
the United States; he may require the opinion, in writing,
of the principal officer in each of the executive departments,
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and par-
dons for offences against the United States, except in cases
of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent
of the senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the
senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by
and with the advice and consent of the senate, shall ap-
point ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls,
judges of the supreme court, and all other officers of the
United States, whose appointments are not herein other-
wise provided for, and which shall be established by law:
but the congress may by law vest the appointment of such
inferior officers, as they think proper, in the president
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of depart-
ments.

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by grant-
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ing commissions which shall expire at the end of their next
session.

SeECT. 3. He shall from time to time give to the con-
gress information of the state of the Union, and recom-
mend to their consideration such measures as he shall
judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary
occasions, convene both houses, or either of them, and in
case of disagreement between them, with respect to the
time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as
he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and
other public ministers; he shall take care that the laws be
faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of
the United States.

SECT. 4. The president, vice-president, and all civil
officers of the United States, shall be removed from office
on impeachment for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or
other high crimes and misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III.

SeEcTiON 1. The judicial power of the United States
shall be vested in one supreme court, and in such inferior
courts as the congress may from time to time ordain and
establish. The judges, both of the supreme and inferior
courts, shall hold their offices during good behavior, and
shall, at stated times, receive for their services, a compen-
sation, which shall not be diminished during their continu-
ance in office.

SECT. 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases,
in law and equity, arising under this constitution, the laws
of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall be
made, under their authority; — to all cases affecting am-
bassadors, other public ministers, and consuls; —to all
cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction;— to con-
troversies to which the United States shall be a party; —
to controversies between two or more states; — between a
state and citizens of another state; — between citizens of
different states; — between citizens of the same state claim-
ing lands under grants of different states, and between a
state, or the citizens thereof, and foreign states, citizens or
subjects.

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers
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and consuls, and those in which a state shall be a party, the
supreme court shall have original jurisdiction. In all the
other cases before mentioned, the supreme court shall have
appellate jurisdiction, both as to law and fact, with such
exceptions, and under such regulations as the congress
shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment,
shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the state
where the said crimes shall have been committed; but
when not committed within any state, the trial shall be at
such place or places as the congress may by law have
directed.

SECT. 3. Treason against the United States, shall con-
sist only in levying war against them, or in adhering to
their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No persons
shall be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of
two witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in
open court.

The congress shall have power to declare the punish-
ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work
corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life of
the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV.

SecTIiON 1. Full faith and credit shall be given in each
state to the public acts, records, and judicial proceedings
of every other state. And the congress may by general
laws prescribe the manner in which such acts, records and
proceedings shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

SecT. 2. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to
all privileges and immunities of citizens in the several
states.

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in
another state, shall, on demand of the executive authority
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up to be
removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or labor in one state, under
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse-
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on
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claim of the party to whom such service or labor may
be due.

SEcT. 3. New states may be admitted by the congress
into this Union; but no new state shall be formed or
erected within the jurisdiction of any other state; nor any
state be formed by the junction of two or more states, or
parts of states, without the consent of the legislatures of the
states concerned as well as of the congress.

The congress shall have power to dispose of and make all
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or
other property belonging to the United States; and nothing
in this constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice
any claims of the United States or of any particular state.

SecT. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every
state in this Union a republican form of government, and
shall protect each of them against invasion, and on appli-
cation of the legislature, or of the executive (when the
legislature cannot be convened) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V.

The congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall
deem it necessary, shall propose amendments to this consti-
tution, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-
thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for pro-
posing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to
all intents and purposes, as part of this constitution, when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several
states, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, as the
one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by
congress; provided that no amendment which may be made
prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight
shall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in
the ninth section of the first article; and that no state,
without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage
in the senate.

ARTICLE VI.

All debts contracted and engagements entered into be-
fore the adoption of this constitution, shall be as valid
against the United States under this constitution, as under
the confederation.

This constitution, and the laws of the United States
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which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all treaties
made, or which shall be made, under the authority of the
United States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the
judges in every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in
the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary not-
withstanding.

The senators and representatives before mentioned, and
the members of the several state legislatures, and all execu-
tive and judicial officers, both of the United States and
of the several states, shall be bound by oath or affirmation,
to support this constitution; but no religious test shall ever
be required as a qualification to any office or public trust
under the United States.

ARrTICLE VII.
The ratification of the conventions of nine states, shall
be sufficient for the establishment of this constitution be-
tween the states so ratifying the same.

ARTICLES

IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENT OF,

The Constitution of the United States of America, proposed
by congress, and rvaiified by the legislatures of the several
states, pursuant to the fifth article of the original
constitution.

ARrTICLE I. Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

ARrT. II. A well regulated militia, being necessary to the
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and
bear arms shall not be infringed.

ART. III. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quar-
tered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor
in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

ArT. IV. The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and effects, against unreasonble
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no war-
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rants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by
oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to
be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

ART. V. No person shall be held to answer for a capi-
tal, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment
or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be de-
prived of life, liberty or property, without due process of
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.

ART. VI. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impar-
tial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previ-
ously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob-
taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance
of counsel for his defence.

ArT. VII. In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall
be otherwise re-examined in any court of the United
States, than according to the rules of the common law.

ART. VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ments inflicted.

ArT. IX. The enumeration in the constitution, of cer-
tain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

ARrT. X. The powers not delegated to the United States
by the constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.

ART. XI. The judicial power of the United States shall
not be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity,
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commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States
by citizens of another state, or by citizens or subjects of
any foreign state.

ARrT. XII. The electors shall meet in their respective
states, and vote by ballot for president and vice-president,
one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the
same state with themselves; they shall name in their bal-
lots the person voted for as president, and in distinct
ballots the person voted for as vice-president, and they
shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as presi-
dent, and of all persons voted for as vice-president, and of
the number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign
and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the govern-
ment of the United States, directed to the president of the
senate; — the president of the senate shall, in presence of
the senate and house of representatives, open all the certifi-
cates and the votes shall then be counted;— the person
having the greatest number of votes for president, shall be
the president, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of electors appointed; and if no person have such
majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as
president, the house of representatives shall choose im-
mediately, by ballot, the president. But in choosing the
president, the votes shall be taken by states, the repre-
sentation from each state having one vote; a quorum for
this purpose shall consist of a member or members from
two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the house of repre-
sentatives shall not choose a president whenever the right
of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day
of March next following, then the vice-president shall act
as president, as in the case of the death or other consti-
tutional disability of the president.

The person having the greatest number of votes as vice-
president, shall be the vice-president, if such number be a
majority of the whole number of electors, appointed, and if
no person have a majority, then from the two highest num-
bers on the list, the senate shall choose the vice-president;
a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the
whole number of senators, and a majority of the whole
number shall be necessary to a choice.
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But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of
president shall be eligible to that of vice-president of the
United States.

ArT. XIII. Secr. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

SecT. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.

ArT. XIV. Sect. 1. All persons born or naturalized in
the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein
they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of
life, liberty or property, without due process of law, nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal pro-
tection of the laws.

SECT. 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among
the several states according to their respective numbers,
counting the whole number of persons in each state, ex-
cluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at
any election for the choice of electors for president and
vice-president of the United States, representatives in con-
gress, the executive and judicial officers of a state, or the
members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of the
male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years of
age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way
abridged, except for participation in rebellion or other
crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced
in the proportion which the number of such male citizens
shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-
one years of age in such state.

SeECT. 3. No person shall be a senator, or representative
in congress, or elector of president and vice-president, or
hold any office, civil or military, under the United States,
or under any state, who, having previously taken an oath,
as a member of congress, or as an officer of the United
States, or as a member of any state legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the
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constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or
comfort to the enemies thereof. But congress may, by a
vote of two-thirds of each house, remove such disability.

SeEcT. 4. The validity of the public debt of the United
States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for
payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppress-
ing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned.

But neither the United States, nor any state, shall as-
sume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of
insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any
claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all
such debts, obligations and claims shall be held illegal
and void.

SecT. 5. The congress shall have power to enforce, by
appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

Art. XV. SEect. 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States, or by any state, on account of race, color,
or previous condition of servitude.

SecT. 2. The congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.

ARrRT. XVI. The congress shall have power to lay and
collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several states, and with-
out regard to any census or enumeration.

ART. XVIL* The senate of the United States shall be
composed of two senators from each state, elected by the
people thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each state shall have the qualifi-
cations requisite for electors of the most numerous branch
of the state legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any
state in the senate, the executive authority of such state
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: provided,
that the legislature of any state may empower the executive

*'In lieu of the first paragraph of section three of article I of
the constitution of the United States, and in lieu of so much of
paragraph two of the same section as relates to the filling of
vacancies.
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thercof to make temporary appointiment untll the people
fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so constructed as to affect
the election or term of any wenator chosen before it be-
comes valid as part of the constitution,

¥[Arr., XVIIHL. Sect 1. After one year from the ratifica-
tion of thig article the manufacture, sale, or transportation
of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thercof into,
or the exportation thereof from the United States and all
territory  subject to the jorisdiction thercof for beverage
purposes is hereby prohibited.

Swecr., 2. The Congress and the several States shall have
concurrent  power  to enforee  this article by appropriate
legislation.

Seer, 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
hitve been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by
the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Con-
atitution, within seven years from the date of the submis-
sion hereof to the States by the Congress,]

Awrr, XIX., The rvight of citizens of the United States
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States
or hy any State on account of sex.

Congress shadl have power to enforee this article by appro-
printe legislation,

Arr. XX, Secr. 1. The terms of the President and Vice
Predgident shall end at noon on the 20th day of Januvary,
and  the terms of Senators and  Representatives at noon
on the 3d day of January, of the years in which such terms
would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and
the terms of their snecessors shall then hegin.,

Secr. 2. 1 The Congress shall assemble at least once In
every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon oun the
3d day of Januarvy, unless they shall by law appoint a dif-
levent day.

Sier. 3.0 M, at the time fixed for the beginning of the
term of the President, the President eleet shall have died,
the Viee President elect shall become President.  If o Presi-

* Repealed,  See Twenty-first Ainendment,
12 In lea of the second paragraph of section 4 of artlcle 1 of the
conntitution of the Unlted States, '
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dent shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for
the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall
have failed to qualify, then the Vice President eclect shall
act as President until a President shall have qualified; and
the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein
neither a President elect nor a Vice President clect shall
have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President,
or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected,
and such persons shall act accordingly until a President or
Vice President shall have qualified.

SECT. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case
of the death of any of the persons from whom the House
of Representatives may choose a President whenever the
right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the
case of the death of any of the persons from whom the
Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved wipon them.

SECT. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 1Sth
day of October following the ratification of this article.

SECT. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by
the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submission.

ART. XXI. Swecr. 1. The eighteenth article of amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby
repealed.

SECT. 2. The transportation or importation into any
State, Territory, or possecssion of the United States for
delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation
of the laws thercof, is hereby prohibited.

SEcT. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratificd as an amendment to the Constitution by
conventions in the several States, as provided in the Con-
stitution, within seven years from the date of the submis-
sion hercof to the States hy the Congress.

[NotE. The counstitution was adopted September 17, (787, hy
the unanimous consent of the states present in the convention
appointed in pursaance of the resolution of the congress of the
confederation of Februnary 21, 1787, and was ratified by the con-
ventions of the several states, as follows, viz.: By convention of
Delaware, December 7, 1787, Pennsvivania, December 12, 1787;
New Jersey, December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788;
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Connecticut, January 9, 1788; Massachusells, February 6. 1788;
Maryland, April 28, 1788; South Carolina, May 23, 1788; New
Hampshire, June 21, 1788; Virginia, June 26, 1788; New
York, July 26, 1788; North Carolina, November 21, 1789; Rhode
Island, May 29, 1790.

The first ten amendments were proposed to the legislatures of the
several states at the first session of the first congress of the United
States, September 25, 1789, and were finally ratified by the constitue
tional number of states on December 15, 1791. Subsequently they
were ratified by Massachusetts on March 2, 1939,

The eleventh amendment was proposed to the legislatures of the
several states at the first session of the third congress, March 5,
1794, and was declared in a message from the President of the
United States to both houses of congress, dated January 8, 1798,
to have been adopted by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
states.

The twelfth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of the
several states at the first session of the eighth congress, Decem-
ber 12, 1803, and was ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths
of the states in 1804, according to a public notice thereof by the
secretary of state, dated September 25 of the same year.

The thirteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the thirty-eighth congress on February 1,
1865, and was declared, in a proclamation of the secretary of
state, dated December 18, 1865, to have been ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the states.

The fourteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the thirty-ninth congress, on June 16, 1866.

On July 20, 1868, the secretary of state of the United States
issued his certificate, setting out that it appeared by official docu-
ments on file in the department of state that said amendment had
been ratified by the legislatures of the states of Connecticut, New
Hampshire, Tennessee, New Jersey, Oregon, Vermoni, New York,
Ohio, Illinois, West Virginia, Kansas, Maine, Nevada, Missourt,
Indiana, Minnesola, Rhode Island, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Massachusells, Nebraska and Iowa, and by newly estab-
lished bodies avowing themselves to be and acting as the legis-
latures of the states of Arkansas, Florida, North Carolina, Lowisi-
ana, South Carolina, and Alagbama; that the legislatures of Ohio
and New Jersey had since passed resolutions withdrawing the con-
sent of those states to said amendment; that the whole number of
states in the United States was thirty-seven, that the twenty-three
states first above named and the six states next above named
together, constituted three-fourths of the whole number of states,
and certifying that if the resolutions of Ohio and New Jersey,
ratifying said amendment were still in force, notwithstanding their
subsequent resolutions, then said amendment had been ratified and
so become valid as part of the constitution.

On July 21, 1868, congress passed a resolution reciting that the
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amendment had been ratified by Connecticut, Tennessee, New
Jersey, Oregon, Vermont, West Virginia, Kansas, Missouri, Indi-
ana, Ohio, Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Wisconsin, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, Michigan, Nevada, New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetls, Nebraska, Maine, Iowa, Arkansas, Florida, North
Carolina, Alabama, South Carolina and Louisiana, being three-
fourths of the several states of the Union, and declaring said
fourteenth article to be a part of the constitution of the United
States, and making it the duty of the secretary of state to duly
promulgate it as such.

On July 28, 1868, the secretary of state issued his certificate,
reciting the above resolution, and stating that official notice had
been received at the department of state that action had been taken
by the legislatures of the states in relation to said amendment, as
follows: ‘‘It was ratified in A.D. 1866, by Connecticut, June 30;
New Hampshire, July 7; Tennessee, July 19; Oregon, Septem-
ber 19; Vermont, November 9. In A.D. 1867, by New York,
January 10; Illinois, January 15; West Virginia, January 16;
Kansas, January 18; Maine, January 19; Nevada, January 22;
Missouri, January 26; Indiana, January 29; Minnesota, Febru-
ary 1; Rhode Island, February 7; Wisconsin, February 13;
Pennsylvania, February 13; Michigan, February 15; Massachu-
setts, March 20; Nebraska, June 15. In A.D. 1868 by Iowa,
April 3; Arkansas, April 6; Florida, June 9; Louisiana, July 9;
and Alabama, July 13.

‘It was first ratified and the ratification subsequently with-
drawn by New Jersey, ratified September 11, 1866, withdrawn
April, 1868; Ohio, ratified January 11, 1867, and withdrawn
January, 1868.

‘It was first rejected and then ratified by Georgia, rejected No-
vember 13, 1866, ratified July 21, 1868; North Carolina, rejected
December 4, 1866, ratified July 4, 1868; Sowth Carolina, rejected
December 20, 1866, and ratified July 9, 1868.

“It was rejected by Texas, November 1, 1866; Virginia, Janue
ary 9, 1867; Kentucky, January 10, 1867; Deleware, February 7,
1867; and Maryland, March 23, 1867."”

And on said July 28, 1868, and in execution of the act pro-
posing the amendment and of the concurrent resolution of con-
gress above mentioned and in pursuance thereof, the secretary of
state directed that said amendment to the constitution be published
in the newspapers authorized to promulgate the laws of the United
States, and certified that it had been adopted in the manner above
specified by the states named in said resolution, and that it *‘has
become valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the consti-
tution of the United States.”

Subsequently, it was ratified by Virginia, October 8, 1869, by
Georgia, again, February 2, 1870, and by Texas, February 18,
1870.
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The fifteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of the
several states by the fortieth congress on February 27, 1869, and
was declared, in a proclamation of the secretary of state, dated
March 30, 1870. to have been ratified by the legislatures of the
constitutional number of states and to have '‘become valid to all
intents and purposes as part of the constitution of the United
States.”

The sixteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of the
several states by the sixty-first congress, at its first session, in
1909. On February 25, 1913, the secretary of state made
proclamation to the effect that, from official documents on file in
the department, it appeared that the amendment had been ratified
by the legislatures of the states of Alebama, Kentucky, South
Carolina, Ilinois, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Maryland, Georgia,
Texas, Ohio, Idaho, Oregon, Wushington, California, Montera,
Indiana, Nevada, North Carolina, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado,
North Dakota, Michigan, Iowa, Missouri, Maine, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, Wisconsin, New York, South Dakota, Arizona, Minnesota,
Louisiana, Delaware and Wyoming, in all thirty-six; and, further,
that the states whose legislatures had so ratified the said proposed
amendment constituted three-fourths of the whole number of
states in the United States; and, further, that it appeared from
official documents on file in the department that the legislatures of
New Jersey and New Mexico had passed resolutions ratifying the
said proposed amendment. He further certified that the amend-
ment had ‘‘become valid to all intents and purposes as a part of
the constitution of the United States.”

The seventeenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the sixty-second congress, at its second ses-
sion, in 1912, On May 31, 1913, the secretary of state made
proclamation to the effect that, from official documents on file in
the department, it appeared that the amendment had been ratified
by the legislatures of the states of M assachusetls, Arigona, Minne-
sola, New York, Kansas, Oregon, North Carolina, California,
Michigan, Idaho, West Virginia, Nebraska, Iowa, Montana, Texas,
Washington, Wyoming. Colorado, [llinois, North Dakota, Nevada,
Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Ohio, South Dakota,
Indiana, Missouri, New Mexico, New Jersey, Tennessee, Ar-
kansas, Conneclicut, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin; and, further,
that the states whose legislatures had so ratified the said proposed
amendment constituted three-fourths of the whole number of states
in the United States. He further certified that the amendment
had ’‘become valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the
constitution of the United States.”

The eighteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the sixty-fifth congress, at its second session,
in 1917. On January 29, 1919, the acting secretary of state
made proclamation to the effect that, from official documents on
file in the department, it appeared that the amendment had been
ratified by the legislatures of the states of Algbama, Arizona,
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California, Colorado, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Ilirois,
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Masso-
chusetts, Michigan, Minnesola, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska,
New Hampshire, North Carolina, North Dakola, Ohio, Oklahoma,
Oregon, South Dakota, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia,
Washingion, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wpyoming; and, fur-
ther, that the states whose legislatures had so ratified the said
proposed amendment constituted three-fourths of the whole number
of states in the United States. He further certified that the
amendment had ‘‘become valid to all intents and purposes as a
part of the constitution of the United States.”

The nineteenth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the sixty-sixth congress, at its first session,
in 1919. On August 26, 1920, the secretary of state made
proclamation that, from official documents on file in the depart-
ment, it appeared that the amendment had been ratified by the
legislatures of the states of . Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colo-
vado, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Monlana, Ne-
braska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico,
North Dakota, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming; and, fur-
ther, that the states whose legislatures had so ratified the said
proposed amendment constituted three-fourths of the whole number
of states in the United States. He further certified that the
amendment had ‘‘become valid to all intents and purpnses as a
part of the constitution of the United States.”

The twentieth amendment was proposed to the legislatures of
the several states by the seventy-second congress, at its first ses-
sion, in 1931. On February 6, 1933, the secretary of state made
proclamation that, from official documents on file in the depart-
ment, it appeared that the amendment had been ratified by the
legislatures of the states of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Cali-
fornia, Codlorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusells,
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
New Jersey, New VYork, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wis-
consin and Wyoming; and, further, that the states whose legis-
latures had so ratified the said proposed amendment constituted
more than the requisite three-fourths of the whole number of states
in the United States. He further certified that the amendment
had ‘‘become valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the
constitution of the United States.”

The twenty-first amendment was proposed to conventions of the
several states by the seventy-second congress, at its second ses-
sion, in 1933. On December 5, 1933, the acting secretary of
state made proclamation that, from official notices received at the



36 Constitution of the United Slates.

department, it appeared that the amendment had been ratified by
conventions in the states of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Cali-
Jornia, Colorado, Connecticul, Delaware, Florida, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Nevada, New IHampshire, New Jersey, New
Mexico, New York, Ohio, Oregon, DPennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermoni, Virginia, Washington, West
Virginia, Wisconsin and Wwyoming; and, further, that the states
wherein conventions had so ratified the said proposed amendment
constituted the requisite three-fourths of the whole number of
states in the United States. He further certified that the amend-
ment had '‘become valid to all intents and purposcs as a part of
the constitution of the United States."}



CONSTITUTION OR FORM OF GOVERNMENT

FOR THE

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

PREAMBLE.

Objects of government — Body politic, how formed — Its nature.
Page 46.

PART THE FIRST.

Declaration of Rights.

ARTICLE 1. Equality and natural rights of all men. 47.

ART. 2. Right and duty of public religious worship — Protec-
tion therein. 47.

ART. 3. Legislature empowered to compel provision for public
worship — Legislature to enjoin attendance — Exclusive right of elect-
ing religious teachers secured — Option as to whom parochial taxes
may be paid, unless, etc. — All denominations equally protected —
Subordination of one sect to another prohibited. 47.

ART. 4. Right of self-government secured. 48.

ART. 5. Accountability of all officers, etc. 48,

ART. 6. Services rendered to the public being the only title to
peculiar privileges, hereditary offices are absurd and unnatural. 49.

ART. 7. Objects of government; right of people to institute and
change it. 49.

ART. 8. Right of people to secure rotation in office. 49.

ART. 9. All, having the qualifications prescribed, equally eli-
gible to office. 49.

ART. 10. Right of protection and duty of contribution correlative
— Taxation founded on consent — Private property not to be taken
for public uses without, etc. 49,

Art. 11. Remedies, by recourse to the law, to be free, complete
and prompt. 50.

ART. 12. Prosecutions regulated — Right to trial by jury in crimi-
nal cases, except, etc. 50.

ART. 13. Crimes to be proved in the vicinity. 50.

ART. 14. Right of search and seizure regulated. 50.

ART. 15. Right to trial by jury sacred, except, etc. 51.

ART. 16. Liberty of the press. 51.

ART. 17. Right to keep and bear arms — Standing armies danger-
ous — Military power subordinate to civil. 51.
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ART. 18. Moral qualifications for office — Moral obligations of law-
givers and magistrates. S51.

ArT. 19. Right of people to assemble peaceably, to instruct rep-
resentatives and to petition legislature, §2.

ARrT. 20. Power to suspend the laws, or their execution. 52.

ART. 21. Freedom of debate, etc., and reason thereof. 52.

ART. 22. Frequent sessions, and objects thereof. 52.

ART. 23. No tax without consent. 52.

ART. 24. Ex post facto laws prohibited. 52.

ART. 25. Legislature not to convict of treason, etc. 53.

ART. 26. Excessive bail or fines, and cruel punishments, prohib-
ited. S$3. .

ART. 27. No soldier to be quartered in any house, unless, etc. $3.

ArT. 28. Citizens exempt from law-martial, unless, etc. $53.

ART. 29. Judges of supreme judicial court — Tenure of their office
— Salaries. 53.

ART. 30. Separation of legislative, executive and judicial depart-
ments, 53.

PART THE SECOND.
The Frame of Government.

Title of body politic. §4.
CHAPTER 1.
THE LEGISLATIVE POWER.
SEcTION [.
The General Court.

ARTICLE 1. Legislative department. 54.

ART. 2. Governor's veto — Bill or resolve may be passed by two-
thirds of each house, notwithstanding — Bill or resolve not returned
within five days to be law. 54.

ArT. 3. General court may constitute judicatories, courts of record,
etc. — Courts, etc., may administer oaths. 55.

ART. 4. General court may enact laws, etc., not repugnant to the
constitution; may provide for the election or appointment of offi-
cers; prescribe their duties; impose taxes, duties and excises, to be
disposed of for defence, protection, etc. — Valuation of estates once in
ten vears, at least, while, etc. 55.

Secrion Il
Senate.

ARTICLE 1. Senate, number and by whom elected — Counties
%o be districts, until, etc. 58,
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ArT. 2. Manner and time of choosing senators and councillors —
Word *“inhabitant,” defined — Selectmen to preside at town meetings
— Return of votes — Inhabitants of unincorporated plantations, who
pay state taxes may vote — Plantation meetings — Assessors to no=
tify, etc. 58.

ARrT. 3. Governor and council to examine and count votes, and
issue summonses. 60.

ART. 4. Senate to be final judge of elections, etc., of its own mem=
bers — Vacancies, how filled. 60.

ART. 5. Qualifications of a senator. 61.

ART. 6. Senate not to adjourn more than two days. 61.

ART. 7. Shall choose its officers and establish its rules. 61.

ARrT. 8. Shall try all impeachments — Oath — Limitation of sen-
tence. O6l.

ART. 9. Quorum. 62.

SectioN III.
House of Representatives.

ARTICLE 1. Representation of the people. 62.

ART. 2. Representatives, by whom chosen — Proviso as to towns
having less than 150 ratable polls — Towns liable to fine in case, etc.
— Expenses of travelling to and from the general court, how paid.
62.

Qualifications of a representative. 63.

Qualifications of a voter. 63.

Representatives, when chosen. 63.

House alone can impeach. 63.

House to originate all money bills. 63.

Not to adjourn more than two days. 64.
RT. 9. Quorum. 64.

ART. 10. To judge of returns, etc., of its own members; to choose
its officers and establish its rules, etc. — May punish for certain offences
- Privileges of members. 64.

ART. 11. Senate and Governor and council may punish — General
limitation — Trial may be by committee, or otherwise. 64.

»
=
-
LoD

Cuar1ER 1L
EXEcUTIVE POWER.

SecTION 1.
Governor.
ARTICLE 1. Governor — His title. 65.
ART. 2. To be chosen annually — Qualifications. 65.
ART. 3. To be chosen by the people, by a majority of votes — How
chosen, when no person has a majority. 65.
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ART. 4. Power of governor to assemble council and power of gover-
nor and council. 66,

ARrT. 5. Power of governor and council to adjourn or prorogue
general court and convene the same. 66.

ART. 6. Governor and council may adjourn general court in cases,
etc., but not exceeding ninety days. 67.

ART. 7. Governor to be commander-in-chief — Limitation. 67.
[Annulled. See Amendments, Art. 54.]

ART. 8. Pardoning power. 68. [Annulled. See Amendments,
Art. LXXIIL]

ART. 9. Judicial officers, etc., how nominated and appointed.
68.

ART. 10. Militia officers, how elected — How commissioned — Elec-
tion of officers — Major-generals, how appointed and commissioned —
Vacancies, how filled, in case, etc. — Officers duly commissioned, how
removed — Adjutants, etc., how appointed — Organization of militia.
68. [Annulled. See Amendments, Art. 53.]

ART. 11. Money, how drawn from the treasury, except, etc. 69.

ART. 12. All public boards, etc., to make quarterly returns. 70.

ART. 13. Salary of governor — Salaries of justices of supreme judi-
cial court — Salaries to be enlarged, if insufficient. 70.

Section II.
Lieutenant-Governor.
ARTICLE 1. Lieutenant-governor, his title and qualifications —
How chosen. 71.
ART. 2. Governor to be president of council — Lieutenant-gover-
nor a member of, except, etc. 71.
ARrT. 3. Lieutenant-governor to be acting governor, in case, etc. 71.

SectioN III.
Council, and the Manner of settling Elections by the Legislature.

ArTICLE 1. Council. 72.

ARrT. 2. Number; from whom, and how chosen — If senators be-
come councillors, their seats to be vacated. 72.

ART. 3. Rank of councillors. 72.

ART. 4. No district to have more than two. 72.

ART. 5. Register of council. 72.

ARrT. 6. Council to exercise power of governor in case, etc. 73.
{Annulled. See Amendments, Art. 55.]

ArT. 7. Elections may be adjourned until, etc. — Order thereof.
73.
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SEcTION 1V,
Secretary, Treasurer, Commissary, efc.

ARTICLE 1. Secretary, etc., by whom and how chosen — Treasurer
ineligible for more than five successive years. 73.

ART. 2. Secretary to keep records, to attend the governor and
council, ete. 74,

CHAPTER III.
JUDICIARY POWER.

ARTICLE 1. Tenure of all commissioned officers to be expressed —
Judicial officers to hold office during good behavior, except, etc. —
But may be removed on address. 74.

ART. 2. Justices of supreme judicial court to give opinions when
required. 74.

ART. 3. Justices of the peace; tenure of their office. 74,

ArT. 4. Provisions for holding probate courts. 75.

ART. 5. Provisions for determining causes of marriage, divorce, etc.
75.

CHAPTER 1V,

DELEGATES TO CONGRESS.
Election, etc. 75.
CHAPTER V.
THE UNIVERSITY AT CAMBRIDGE, AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF LITERATURE,
ETC.

SecTION I.

The University.

ARTICLE 1. Harvard College — Powers, privileges, etc., of the
president and fellows confirmed. 75.

ART. 2. All gifts, grants, etc., confirmed. 76.

ART. 3. Who shall be overseers — Power of alteration reserved to
the legislature. 76.

SecTIoN II.
The Encouragement of Literature, elc.
Duty of legislatures and magistrates in all future periods. 77.

CHAPTER VI,
OATHS AND INCOMPATIBILITY OF OFFICE; ENACTING STYLE; REVISAL
OF CONSTITUTION, ETC.
ArTICLE 1. Oaths of allegiance and office, etc. 78.
ARrT. 2. Plurality of officers prohibited to governor, etc., except,.
etc. — Incompatible offices — Bribery, etc., disqualify. 80.
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ART. 3. Value of money ascertained — Property qualifications may
be increased. 81.

ART. 4. Provisions respecting commission. 81.

ART. 5. Provisions respecting writs. 81.

ART. 6. Continuation of former laws, except, etc. 81.

ART. 7. Benefit of habeas corpus secured, except, etc. 81.

ArT. 8. The enacting style. 82.

ART. 9. Officers of former government continued until, etc. 82.

ARrT. 10. Provision for revising constitution. 82.

ART. 11. Provision for preserving and publishing this constitution.
83.

AMENDMENTS.

ARTICLE 1. BIll, etc., not approved within five days, not to become
a law, if legislature adjourn in the meantime. 84.

ART. 2. General court empowered to charter cities and to es-
tablish limited town meeting form of government — Proviso. 84.

ART. 3. Qualifications of voters for governor, lieutenant-governor,
senators and representatives. 84.

ART. 4. Notaries public, how appointed and removed — Vacancies
in the offices of secretary and treasurer, how filled, in case, etc. —
Commissary-general may be appointed, in case, etc. — Militia officers,
how removed. 85.

ART. 5. Who may vote for captains and subalterns. 85. [An-
nulled. See Art. 53.}

ARrT. 6. Qatl to be taken by all officers; or affirmation in case, etc.
86.

ART. 7. Tests abolished. 86.

ART. 8. Incompatibility of offices. 86.

ART. 9. Amendments to constitution, how made. 87. [Annulled.
See Art. 48.]

ART. 10. Commencement of political year; and termination —
Governor, etc., term of office — Meetings for choice of governor, lieu-
tenant-governor, etc., when to be held; may be adjourned — Article,
when to go into operation — Inconsistent provisions annulled. 87.

ART. 11. Religious freedom established. 89.

ART. 12. Census of ratable polls — Representatives, how appor-
tioned. 89.

ArT. 13. Census — Senatorial districts — Apportionment of repre-
sentatives and councillors — Freehold as a qualification for a seat in
general court or council not required. 1.

ART. 14. Election by people to be by plurality. 93.

ART. 15. Time of annual election of governor, lieutenant-governor
and legislature. 93.
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ARrT. 16. Eight councillors, how chosen — State to be districted —
Eligibility defined — Day and manner of election — Vacancies, how
filled — Organization of government. 93.

ART. 17. Election of secretary, treasurer, auditor and attorney-
general by the people — Vacancies, how filled — To qualify within
ten days — Qualifications. 94.

ART. 18. School money not to be applied for sectarian schobls. 95.

ART. 19. Legislature to prescribe for election of sheriffs, registers
of probate, etc. 95.

ART. 20. Reading constitution in English and writing, necessary
qualifications of voters — Proviso. 95.

ART. 21. Census of voters and inhabitants — House of representa-
tives to consist of 240 members — Legislature to apportion, etc. —
Qualifications of representatives — Quorum. 96. [Annulled. See
Art. 71.]

ART. 22. Census of voters and inhabitants — Senate to consist of
40 members — Senatorial districts — Proviso — Qualifications of sen-
ators — Quorum. 97. [Annulled. See Art. 71.]

ART. 23. Residence of two years required of naturalized citizens
to entitle to suffrage, or make eligible to office. 98. [Annulled. See
Art. 26.}

ART. 24. Vacancies in Senate. 98,

ART. 25. Vacancies in council. 99.

ART. 26. Twenty-third article annulled. 99.

ART. 27. Officers of Harvard College may be elected members of
the general court. 99.

ART. 28. Persons having served in the U. S. army or navy, etc., not
to be disqualified from voting, etc. 99.

ART. 29. General court empowered to provide more than one place
of meeting in towns for the election of officers, and to prescribe manner
of calling, etc., such meetings. 99.

ART. 30. Voters not disqualified by reason of change of residence
until six months from time of removal. 100.

ART. 31. Article twenty-eight amended. 100.

ART. 32. So much of article three annulled as makes the payment
of a poll tax a prerequisite for voting. 100.

ART. 33. A majority of each branch of the general court to con-
stitute a quorum, etc. 100.

ART. 34. Property qualification of governor annulled. 101.

ARrT. 35. Clause in relation to payment of travelling expenses of
members of the house annulled. 101.

ART. 36. So much of article nineteen as is contained in the words
“'Commissioners of Insolvency '’ annulled, 101.
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ARrT. 37. Governor, with the consent of the council, may remove
justices of the peace and notaries public. 101.

ArT. 38. Voting machines may be used at elections, under regu-
lations. 10t.

ART. 39. Powers of legislature relative to excess takings of land,
etc., for laying out, widening or relocating highways, etc. — Proviso.
101,

ART. 40. Article three of amendments amended so as to exclude
from voting persons disqualified by law because of corrupt practices
in elections. 102.

ArT. 41. Taxation of wild or forest lands. 102.

ART. 42. Authority given to general court to refer acts and resolves
to the people for rejection or approval. 102. [Annulled. See Art.
48.]

ART. 43. Authority given to general court to authorize the com-
monwealth to take land, etc., to relieve congestion of population and
provide homes for citizens. 102.

ART. 44. Authority given to general court to tax income. 103.

ART. 45. Authority given to general court to provide for absent
voting. 103. [Annulled. See ArT. LXXVI.]

ART. 46. Religious freedom — Public money not to be appropri-
ated for founding, maintaining or aiding educational, charitable or
religious institutions not publicly owned, except, etc. — Care or support
of public charges in private hospitals — Religious services for inmates
of certain institutions. 103.

ART. 47. General court may provide for maintenance and distri-
bution of food, etc., in time of war, public exigency, emergency or
distress, by the commonwealth, cities and towns. 105.

ART. 48. The Initiative and Referendum. 10S5.

ART. 49. Conservation, etc., of natural resources of common-
wealth. 115.

ArT. 50. Regulation of advertising in public places. 116.

ART. 51. Preservation and maintenance of property of historical
and antiquarian interest. 116.

ARrT. 52. General court may take a recess. 116.

ART. 53. Selection of officers of the militia. 116.

ART. 54. Powers of the governor as commander-in-chief. 116.

ART. 55. Succession in cases of vacancies in the offices of governor
and lieutenant-governor. 117.

ART. 56. Return of bills and resolves by the governor with recom-
mendation for amendment. 117.

ART. 57. Women to be eligible to appointment as notaries public.
117,

ART. 58. Retirement of judicial officers. 117.
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ART. 59. Revocation of grants, franchises, privileges or immunities.
118.

ART. 60. Power of general court to establish building zones or
districts. 118.

ARrT. 61. Compulsory voting at elections. 118,

ART. 62. Lending the credit of the commonwealth — Common-
wealth may borrow — Vote required — Expenditure limited. 118,

ARrT. 63. A State budget and veto of items by the governor. 118.

ART. 64. Biennial elections — Treasurer ineligible for more than
three successive terms — General court to assemble annually — First
election under this article. 120.

ART. 65. Appointment of legislators to office and service upon
recess committees. 120.

ART. 66. Organization of not more than twenty departments to
perform the executive and administrative work of the commonwealth.
121.

ART. 67. Roll-call on ‘‘Emergency Measures'’ not required unless
requested by two senators or five representatives. 121.

ART. 68. Word *‘male" stricken out from qualifications for voting.
121.

ART. 69. Re-registration of women holding commissions as notaries
public, upon change of name. 121.

ART. 70. General court authorized to provide limited forms of town
meetings in towns containing more than six thousand but less than
twelve thousand inhabitants. 122.

ArT. 71. Twenty-first and twenty-second articles annulled and
superseded — Census of inhabitants and special enumeration of voters
— House of Representatives, number, Legislature to apportion, etc.
— Senate, number — Senatorial and councillor districts — Qualifica-
tions of representatives and senators. 122.

ART. 72, Biennial sessions of the general court — Biennial budget —
Provisions requiring general court to meet annually annulled. 124,
[Annulled. See Art. LXXV.] .

ART. 73. General Court may regulate pardons for a felony. 12S.

ART. 74. Article 48, Initiative and Referendum, amended. 125.

ART. 75. Annual sessions of the general court and annual budget
restored. 128.

ART. 76. Authority given to general court to provide for voting by
physically disabled persons. 128.
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PREAMBLE.

The end of the institution, maintenance, and administration
of government, is to secure the existence of the body politic, to
protect it, and to furnish the individuals who compose it with
the power of enjoying in safety and tranquility their natural
rights, and the blessings of life: and whenever these great
objects are not obtained the people have a right to alter the
government, and to take measures necessary for their safety,
prosperity, and happiness.

The body politic is formed by a voluntary association of indi-
viduals: it is a social compact, by which the whole people
covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole
people, that all shall be governed by certain laws for the com-
mon good. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in framing a
constitution of government, to provide for an equitable mode
of making laws, as well as for an impartial interpretation and
a faithful execution of them; that every man may, at all times,
find his security in them.

We, therefore, the people of Massachusetts, acknowledging,
with grateful hearts, the goodness of the great Legislator of the
universe, in affording us, in the course of His providence, an
opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, vio-
lence, or surprise, of entering into an original, explicit, and
solemn compact with each other; and of forming a new con-
stitution of civil government, for ourselves and posterity; and
devoutly imploring His direction in so interesting a design, do
agree upon, ordain, and establish, the following Declaration of
Rights, and Frame of Government, as the CONSTITUTION OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
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PART THE FIRST.

A Declaration of the Rights of the Inhabitants of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

Article I. All men are born free and equal, and have cer-
tain natural, essential, and unalienable rights; among which
may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their
lives and liberties; that of acquiring, possessing, and protect-
ing property; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining their
safety and happiness.

Art. II. It is the right as well as the duty of all men in
society, publicly, and at stated seasons, to worship the Su-
PREME BEING, the great Creator and Preserver of the universe.
And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his
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