
SUBSTANTIVE VETOES, 2003 AND 2004 SESSIONS


2004 SESSION
	MEASURE
	PRINCIPAL AUTHORS 
	SUBJECT
	REASON FOR VETO
	HOUSE VOTE

	SB 868
	Sen. Corn

Rep. Paulk
	Allowing classified and unclassified state employees to become candidates for elective office in a partisan election, and to solicit contributions.
	“This legislation violates the Federal Hatch Act and could jeopardize millions of dollars in federal funding.”
	Second CCR passed the Senate 27-18 on 5/20/04 and passed the House 58-42 on 5/25/04.

	SB 967
	Sen. Morgan and Robinson

Rep. Mitchell and Bonny
	Line-item vetoing $350,000 in appropriations to the Oklahoma Tax Commission for costs associated with the new building as part of the Lincoln Renaissance Project. 
	“This item... is unnecessary since the mechanism to fund the new building failed to pass the legislature.”
	CCS passed the Senate 37-3 on 5/21/04, and passed the House 97-2 on 5/24/04.

	SB 1007
	Sen. Morgan and Robinson

Rep. Mitchell and Bonny
	Removing the cap on revenue from service warranty insurance fees that are directed into the Insurance Commissioner’s Revolving Fund (ICRF) to capture excess funding that goes to the state’s General Revenue Fund.
	“Senate Bill 1007 would unnecessarily reduce funding currently designated for the state general revenue fund, the main source of funding for public education, health care, public safety and other essential services.”
	CCS and emergency clause passed the Senate 47-0 on 5/21/04.  CCS passed the House 99-0 on 5/24/04, with the emergency clause failing 66-33.

	SB 1022
	Sen. Morgan and Robinson

Rep. Mitchell and Bonny
	Appropriating $500,000 to the Oklahoma Historical Society, although not specified, presumably to repair roofs of various historical sites.
	“This legislation is duplicative and unnecessary.”
	The Senate passed the CCS and emergency clause 39-1 on 5/28/04.  The House passed the CCS and emergency clause 93-6 on 5/28/04.

	SB 1152
	Sen. Wilkerson

Rep. Harrison
	Requiring the Governor to appoint an attorney to represent the state, agency or employee when the Attorney General’s office is disqualified in a civil action or proceeding.  Specifies priority for qualified attorneys who are full-time state employees.
	“While this idea has merit and should be discussed further, this legislation, as drafted, is inflexible, unduly limits available options to create efficiencies and save the state money, and would create an undue hardship on the employing agency to have its attorneys randomly assigned to other agencies, especially since there is no provision to allow for payment for the attorney.  Additionally, the assigned attorney may not have either the time or the expertise to represent the requesting agency.  It would create a hardship on the requesting agency if it was assigned an attorney without the required expertise to represent the requesting agency in a particular matter, potentially exposing the state to significant liability and additional costs.”
	On 3rd reading passed the Senate 43 - 0 on 2/24/04 and the House on 3rd reading 100-0 on 3/23/04, then enrolled.



	SB 1268
	Sen. Smith

Rep. Braddock
	Amending provisions for confidentiality of proprietary information for intergovernmental self-insurance pools to include governmental self-insurance pools. 
	“The bill restricts openness to government by creating an exception to the Open Records Act for governmental self-insurance pools.  Further, the bill restricts the sharing of critical information between agencies.”
	Passed the Senate on 3rd reading on 2/26/04 by 41-0 and the House on the 3rd  reading on 4/6/04 by 97-0, then enrolled.

	SB 1447
	Sen. Helton

Rep. Askins
	Expanding the ability of the Department of Corrections (DOC) to obtain DNA samples from offenders of certain crimes by including offenders not sentenced to the custody of the DOC (those on probation) in requirement for DNA submission.  Measure also increased certain fees.
	“This legislation contains good concepts but is fraught with problems.  While expanding the number of criminal offenders for which DNA samples must be taken is a positive step, this bill, as written, places substantial unfunded mandates on an already financially overburdened Department of Corrections.  Additionally, either DOC or OSBI can currently contract with sheriffs to collect DNA samples without this legislation.”
	The Senate passed the CCS 43-0 on 5/19/04.  The House passed the CCS 97-0 on 5/28/04.

	HB 1823
	Rep. Erwin

Sen. Shurden
	Including service with a local conservation district for longevity pay and leave accrual for state employees.  Allowing conservation districts to purchase certain service credit in the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System.
	“This legislation is unconstitutional because it permits the use of public funds for a private purpose.”
	CCR and emergency clause passed the House 91-8 on 5/25/04.  CCR and emergency passed the Senate 45-0 on 5/26/04.

	HB 1966
	Rep. Mitchell

Sen. Mike Morgan
	Budget limits for the Office of  the Attorney General.

	Vetoed “at the request of the Attorney General, because the figures used in the bill are not the figures appropriated, to the Attorney General’s office in the general appropriations bill.”
	Passed the House on 3rd reading on 3/10/04 by 98-1, and the Senate on 3rd reading on 4/14/04 by 34-6 (emergency 35-5), then enrolled.

	HB 2048
	Rep. Mitchell and Bonny

Sen. Morgan and Robinson
	Requiring the Department of Human Services (DHS) to spend funds prior to reducing the level or delivery of certain services.  Requiring proposal of reductions to be submitted to legislative entities, and prohibiting reductions without a determination and report.  This line-item veto vetoes a section of an appropriation measure.
	“This item is an unconstitutional encroachment on the authority of the executive branch and violates the separation of powers clause of the constitution.”
	CCS passed the House 81-16, and the emergency clause failed 60-35 on 5/26/04, and passed the Senate 45-0 on 5/27/04.

	HB 2054
	Rep. Mitchell and Bonny

Sen. Morgan and Robinson
	Line-item vetoing $350,000 in appropriations for the Rural Development Foundation through the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry, along with the provision directing expenditure of these funds for the purpose of promoting rural economic and community development.
	“This is a function which is more appropriate for the Department of Commerce, and the same appropriation for the same function already exists in the Commerce bill.”
	The House passed the CCS 99-0, with the emergency clause failing 61-36 on 5/24/04.  The Senate passed the CCS 45-0 on 5/25/04.

	HB 2142
	Rep. Hastings

Sen. Coffee
	Modifying the Oklahoma Risk Retention Act and creating the Oklahoma Captive Insurance Company Act.  Allows for the formation and licensing of a Captive Insurance Company to insure the risk of a parent company, an affiliated company, a controlled unaffiliated company, or any combination of these companies.
	“The bill represents a significant change in Oklahoma law as it relates to the regulation of insurance companies.  Further study should be conducted to determine the necessity for the change, the impacts on existing companies and consumers, overall market impacts, as well as the proper regulatory structure to be adopted.  Additionally, the legislation prohibits inspection or subpoena of insurance company documentation by law enforcement authorities and other lawful authorities and concentrates too much power in the hands of one person.”


	Passed the House on 3rd reading on 3/3/04 by 93-0, and the Senate on 3rd reading 4/7/04 by 39-0, then enrolled.

	HB 2680
	Rep. Carey

Sen. Kerr
	Allows the Commissioners of the Land Office to consider any realized capital gains from the investment of the permanent school funds as interest and income, and to distribute 10% annually of the rolling five-year average of the total annual realized capital gains from the equity investments of the permanent school funds to the beneficiaries of the school land trust. 
	“This legislation is bad public policy and violates the Oklahoma Constitution by permitting the Commissioners of the Land Office to utilize and distribute the principal corpus of the school land trust.”
	CCR passed the House on 5/17/04 by 89 - 8, and the Senate on 5/18/04 by 41- 4, then enrolled.
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	HB 1199
	Rep. Mitchell and Bonny

Sen. Morgan and Robinson
	Requiring the Office of Juvenile Affairs to use $1.4 million of the $22.8 million line-itemed for Community Youth Services Agencies for statewide juvenile tracking services.  A line-item veto of an earmarking provision.  
	“While the tracking system is an important program, this veto will permit the Office of Juvenile Affairs to have more flexibility with the expenditure of these funds.”
	CCS passed the House 92-8, and the emergency clause passed 90-11 on 5/21/03.  The Senate passed the CCS and emergency clause 38-2 on 5/23/03.

	HB 1269


	Rep. Trebilcock and Sen. Pruitt
	Amending civil procedure statutes including additional protections for health responders.
	“Although there are many positive provisions in this legislation, Section 3 of this bill deletes language designed to protect insurance consumers that has been in the statute since it was originally enacted more than 40 years ago.  This change subjects consumers to costly lawsuits brought by their own insurers and puts consumers in a position of severe disadvantage.”
	Passed the House on 4th reading 98-0 on 5/28 and the Senate 41-3 on 5/29.

Override failed in House on 3/9/04.

	HB 1335
	Rep. Adkins and Sen. Coffee
	Raising the threshold for oversight and regulation by the Corporation Commission of telecommunication companies’ local exchange rates.
	“Only companies serving more than 15% of the access lines in the State would be subject to local exchange rate regulation by the Commission in most cases under the language of this bill, which likely would adversely affect ratepayers in the State of Oklahoma.”
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 64-36 on 5/12, but the emergency failed 66-33; after a reconsideration motion was adopted, the House again passed the bill on 5/13 67-31, but the emergency failed 65-33; and the Senate passed the bill 30-13 on 5/19 (after a motion to adopt the conference report failed 20-21 on 5/14).

	HB 1476


	Rep. Greenwood and Sen. Wilcoxson 


	Amending statutes regarding student performance scores reporting.


	“The federal No Child Left Behind Act requires the establishment of a single system of accountability.  SB 1414, previously signed into law provides a good system of accountability and complies with the requirement of the federal act.  This legislation would set up a dual system of accountability and would be out of compliance with the No Child Left Behind Act.”
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 86-0 on 5/27 and the Senate 40-0 on 5/29.

	HB 1676
	Rep. Blackburn and Sen. Crutchfield
	Amending county fiscal statutes.
	“This bill removes requirements for certain counties to use generally accepted accounting principles in many cases.  The failure of counties to use generally accepted accounting principles could have a negative effect on a county’s credit rating.  Local governments should strive for better accounting and reporting rather than accepting relaxed standards of accounting.”
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 97-1 on 5/23 and the Senate 36-0 on 5/27.

	HB 1686
	Rep. Steele and Sen. Aldridge
	Providing procedures for appeals from certain local governmental entities.
	“This legislation creates new causes of action against municipalities, imposes undue and costly unfunded mandates upon municipalities, and would create a substantial burden and impediment to economic development efforts.”
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 92-8 on 5/20 and the Senate 35-6 on 5/27.


	HB 1738
	Rep. Danny Morgan and Sen. Lawler
	Modifying provisions required to be filed regarding royalty payments.
	“This bill would limit access to information by royalty owners by deleting a requirement to provide detailed information about deductions and other production details from royalty payments that currently must accompany each payment to royalty owners.  The legislation would put the burden on owners to request the information and the owners could only receive the information twice a year.  There is no justification for limiting this important information to royalty owners.”
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 92-7 on 5/19 and the Senate 41-3 on 5/22.

	HB 1744
	Rep. Doug Miller and Sen. Nichols
	Requiring mid-year performance reviews for state employees.
	This bill would make every performance evaluation of a classified employee subject to appeal to the Merit Protection Commission0 which would further complicate the evaluation process, make the evaluation process more adversarial in nature, and potentially undermine the state government performance management system, including performance-based pay and proomotion programs.  

Additionally, subjecting classified employee performance evaluations to appeal to the Merit Protection Commission will compromise the confidentiality of employee performance appraisals and have a negative fiscal impact.
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 98-0 on 5/16 and the Senate passed it 44-1 0n 5/19.

	HB 1790
	Rep. Hefner and Sen. Easley
	Amending charity games statutes.
	This bill could dramatically expand the type and nature of charity games beyond the bingo-related games currently permitted.  The language appears to be broad enough to permit electronic gaming devices and could dramatically expand Class III gaming in the state.
	On 4th reading, the House passed the bill 74-26 on 5/20, and the Senate passed it 43-0 on 5/22.

	SB 198
	Sen. Morgan and Rep. Mitchell
	Providing legislative control over federal monies received by the state from the 2003 tax cut.
	This bill amends a statute which already prevents state agencies form committing or expending funds from federal block grants for a variety of programs without prior authorization, an appropriation or an expression of legislative intent.  Language is added which applies to recently authorized federal funds witch will be provided to the states and arguably would require an unnecessary special session.  There are already adequate protections to prevent the unauthorized expenditure of these funds without the necessity of a special session, and this measure is superfluous.
	On 4th reading, the Senate passed the bill 40-0 on 5/29, and the House passed it 94-0 on 5/30.

	SB 421
	Sen. Gumm

Rep. Carey
	Mandating that certain state employee pay raises become permanent after two years.
	This legislation has several positive provisions, but would unfortunately permit state agency e-mail systems and other resources to be used for communications not related to the conduct of official state business, which violates the state constitution and other laws governing such activities.  State e-mail systems and state property or resources should be used for public purposes only.
	On 4th reading, the Senate passed the bill 27-15 on 5/19 (emergency failed 28-14), and the House passed it 95-5 on 5/21.

	SB 557



	Sen. Coffee and Rep. Hiett
	Amending state laws regarding animal emergencies.
	The main subject matter of the bill is related to agriculture, animal disease outbreaks and related emergencies.  Section 8 of the bill deals with what constitutes the practice of medicine in Oklahoma.  In my view this violates Okla. Const. Art. V, §57 which requires each bill to embrace only one subject.  SB 557 constitutes a clear case of log rolling, which the Oklahoma Supreme Court has held to be unconstitutional.
	On 3rd reading, the House passed the bill 92-0 on 4/21, and the Senate passed it on 4th reading  41-0 on 4/30.

	SB 725
	Sen. Smith and

Rep. Toure
	Amending civil procedure statutes.
	Section 3 of the bill amends HB 1574, which was recently signed into law.  The amendment removes an important safeguard for consumers.  In addition, Section 6 of the bill repeals a requirement of an annual report in guardianship matters involving minors.  Neither of these provisions is good public safety.
	On 4th reading, the Senate passed the bill 44-0 on 5/20, and the House passed it 96-3 on 5/27.
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	HB 1029
	Rep. Gray

Sen. Morgan
	Modifying the scope of practice of dentists and dental hygienists and enacting the Oklahoma Dental Manpower Authority Act to administer the Oklahoma Dent-Care Loan Assistance Repayment Program.
	“While I support efforts to increase access to dental care for nursing home patients, this must be done in a manner that does not compromise the quality of care they receive.”
	The bill passed 75-23 on 5/22/02.

	HB 1291
	Rep. Roach

Sen. Williams
	Eliminating straight-party voting and presidential preferential primaries.
	“The right of every citizen to participate in the Presidential selection process should not be subject to the approval of a political party.  This bill would reverse the trend of Oklahoma’s long-standing history of opening up its political process to include those beyond just the party activists.
	The bill passed 86-2 on 5/20/02.

	HB 2053
	Rep. Nance

Sen. Shurden
	Requiring the Department of Central Services to establish a training program for state agencies designed so that state employees could conduct workplace safety audits.
	“While this bill is designed to reduce dangers to state employees, it could operate to increase these dangers as these audits may be open to public inspection.”
	The bill passed 96-2 on 5/15/02.

	HB 2284
	Rep. Erwin

Sen. Shurden
	Revision of the Oklahoma Motor Carrier Act.
	“The existing cooperation and enforcement efforts between the Corporation Commission and the Department of Public Safety are working well to ensure enforcement of the Motor Carrier Act.
	The bill passed 94-4 on 5/1/02.

	HB 2312
	Rep. Roberts

Sen. Williams
	Requiring the State Board of Education to promulgate rules allowing school districts to permit students transferring to their schools for their final two years of high school to graduate even though they may not meet all the graduation requirements.
	“Allowing district boards of education to grant exceptions to the graduation requirements undermines the very purpose of these requirements – to ensure that our diplomas mean that every student receiving them has met certain minimum standards.”
	The bill passed 98-0 on 5/1/02.

	HB 2345
	Rep. Staggs

Sen. Crutchfield
	Providing procedures for hiring and firing instructional schools at the Schools for Deaf and Blind.
	The bill “prohibits the Director of the Department of Rehabilitation Services from hiring instructional personnel unless the superintendent of the school has recommended the person.  This tying of the Director’s hands could serve to disrupt the services provided by the schools particularly if either the superintendent positions are vacant.”
	The bill passed 97-1 on 5/13/02.

	HB 2608
	Rep. Benson

Sen. Helton
	Directing that OSEEGIB and the State Employees Benefits Council to allow licensed plans with a statewide network the opportunity to offer vision services to OSEEGIB plan participants.
	“The bill undermines the current legal and fiduciary responsibilities of EBC and OSEEGIB to design, evaluate and select benefit plans through a competitive bidding process.”
	The bill passed 94-0 on 2/26/02.

	HB 2633
	Rep. Fields

Sen. Stipe
	Creating the Oklahoma Workforce Investment Act and providing unemployment insurance rate reductions.
	“...because it inappropriately limits the flexibility of the Workforce Investment Board and creates confusion in the Workforce Investment Act arena by duplicating, sometimes with conflicting provisions, much of the Workforce Investment Act implementation laws.”
	The bill passed 71-30 on 5/23/02.

	HB 2635
	Rep. Toure

Sen. Monson
	Prohibiting capital punishment for inmates with Iqs below 70.
	“Without this bill, current law adequately protects against the execution of those who lack mental capacity.  Today, defendants cannot be convicted much less executed if they suffer from a mental disease or defect sufficient to establish that they cannot differentiate between right and wrong and cannot appreciate the moral consequences [of] their acts.  In addition to being unnecessary, this bill would create uncertanties and confusion in the well-developed, long-standing body of law in this area.  In the end, this could pose a significant risk of harm to the public.”
	The bill passed 53-46, but the emergency failed 58-42 on 5/23/02.

	HB 2637
	Rep. Toure

Sen. Henry
	Authorizing payments to inmates who were wrongfully sentenced.
	The measure “...creates taxpayer liability for ‘wrongful criminal felony convictions’ without a showing that the State was culpable....This is too much to expect from a process that sometimes is afflicted by honest human error.
	The bill passed 70-29 on 5/22/02.

	HB 2656
	Rep. Piatt

Sen. Robinson
	Allowing local career technology center boards to approve new building project plans without state board approval.
	“Local boards should not be able to make decisions which affect the entire system, such as staffing and operating needs, without the approval of the state board which is responsible for the whole system.”
	The bill passed 97-2 on 5/16/02.

	HB 2746
	Rep. Taylor

Sen. Dunlap
	Allowing OSEEGIP members to establish medical expense liability revolving funds and authorizing county court clerks to elect not to participate in the Oklahoma Court Information System.
	“While I recognize that there have been problems with the [Oklahoma Court Information] system, the answer is to fix the system, not to facilitate the proliferation of competing systems.”
	The bill passed 90-1 on 5/20/02.

	HB 2753
	Rep. Askins

Sen. Monson
	Allowing firefighters to opt into the Oklahoma Firefighters Deferred Option Plan retroactively.
	“In addition to creating administrative difficulties, this bill is contrary to the intent of this Plan that allows members to receive retirement in exchange for an agreement to retire at the end of the five year term of the Plan.”
	The bill passed 94-2 on 5/21/02.

	HB 2895
	Rep. Begley

Sen. Easley
	Providing that landowners with current water rights based on existing temporary two acre-feet per acre allocations to continue using that amount of water instead of amounts set by the Water Resources Board.
	“It is important that the Board have the flexibility to change these amounts as circumstances as warranted.”
	The bill passed 90-7 on 5/23/02.

	SB 412
	Sen. Dunlap

Rep. Erwin
	Providing a temporary benefit to certain OPERS retirees who chose a voluntary benefit option.
	This “‘after the fact’ benefit increase is inappropriate and irresponsible.”
	The bill passed 68-33 on 5/21/02.

	SB 701
	Sen. Leftwich

Rep. McCarter
	Allowing school districts to exempt students who transfer into the state after their junior year from high school graduation requirements if meeting them would unduly extend their graduation date and creating a social studies stimulus program.
	The exemption “undermines the very purpose of these requirements–to ensure that our diplomas mean that every student receiving them has met certain minimum requirements.”
	The bill passed 95-5 on 5/24/02.

	SB 873
	Sen. Monson

Rep. Pope
	Raising salaries of Tax Commissioners to that of the judges of the Workers’ Compensation Court.
	“...because the operative language in this bill is duplicated in SB 1368 which I have signed today.”
	The bill passed 69-31 on 5/24/02.

	SB 914
	Sen. Capps

Rep. Covey
	Authorizing the Oklahoma Space Industry Development Authority to retain legal counsel.
	“Without a showing that [the Attorney General’s Office] is incapable of providing legal service, agencies, particularly of this size, should not be given authority to hire private counsel.”
	The bill passed 87-12 on 5/24/02.

	SB 987
	Sen. Shurden

Rep. Erwin
	Providing for chemical castration or asexualization of persons convicted of rape or forcible sodomy under certain circumstances.
	“This bill provides an unnecessary and arguably unconstitutional punishment of surgical castration for second offense of the type covered by the bill.  A more effective way of dealing with these offenders is to make certain they remain incarcerated.”
	The bill passed 64-33, but the emergency failed 61-36 on 5/23/02.

	SB 1230
	Sen. Ford

Rep. Vaughn
	Allowing temporary employees and agencies to purchase years of nonparticipating temporary service credit with OPERS.
	“It would be inequitable to require the temporary employer to pay the employer’s contribution for those years particularly in instances where the employee does not even work for that employer at the time of the buy-in.”
	The bill passed 51-47, but the emergency failed 60-36 on 5/20/02.

	SB 1236
	Sen. Morgan

Rep. Roberts
	Allowing a retired member of the Oklahoma Law Enforcement Retirement System to receive benefits while returning to service as an agency head in a participating agency and making various changes effecting the System.
	“This return to employment is contrary to the intent of the retirement plan that allows members to receive retirement in exchange for an agreement to retire at the end of the five year term of the Plan.”
	The bill passed 70-29 on 5/23/02.

	SB 1270
	Sen. Herbert

Rep. Corn
	Adding a county commissioner to the Oklahoma Tourism Promotion Advisory Committee.
	“Absent a compelling need to extend Committee membership to county government, the addition of a public employee member whose interests are wholly parochial is inappropriate.”
	The bill passed 94-4 on 4/18/02.

	SB 1276
	Sen. Douglass

Rep. Fields
	Revising statutes regarding the regulation by the Department of Labor of exhibitor boilers and transferring the regulation to the Corporation Commission of pressure vessels on oil and gas leases.
	The changes create “a potential dangerous situation” due to the changes affecting regulation of exhibitor boilers.
	The bill passed 100-0 on 4/16/02.

	SB 1323
	Sen. Easley

Rep. Hutchison
	Omnibus Grand River Dam Authority bill that included a provision allowing GRDA to pay salaries of employees whose pay exceeded rate ranges.
	“It is imprudent policy to allow agencies to pay employees salaries above the limits set by law and then subsequently change the law to make the salaries legal.”
	The bill passed 84-15 on 5/24/02.

	SB 1359
	Sen. Dickerson

Rep. Ray Miller
	Creating the Oklahoma Biennial Compensation to review the Office of Personnel Management’s annual state employee compensation study.
	“It is inappropriate and ineffective to create a new board that simply duplicates the work being done by the Office of Personnel Management.”
	The bill passed 81-17 on 4/8/02.

	SB 1364
	Sen. Monson

Rep. Askins
	Removing approval of the agency CEO in the receipt of donated leave.
	“Agency directors must retain approval authority particularly because the agency whose employee is receiving the transfer of leave from another agency must fund that transfer.”
	The bill passed 98-3 on 5/22/02.

	SB 1378
	Sen. Morgan

Rep. Ingmire
	Allowing municipalities to support certain school districts that meet certain geographical conditions and allowing higher education boards to have the sole approval authority for certain capital projects.
	The bill would exempt the Boards (which he erroneously limits to just the A&M regents) from the bond oversight process, but the exemption “invites excessive fees and may lead to abusive transactions.  It would also be a step backwards in Oklahoma’s efforts to convince the bond markets that we have control of our borrowing processes.”
	The bill passed 90-9 on 5/24/02.

	SB 1379
	Sen. Dickerson

Rep. Askins
	Creating the State Classification Task Force to review the unclassified state service.
	“This Task Force is unnecessary as agencies must already undergo review in seeking to add unclassified positions.  Furthermore, it would be an impediment to the flexibility which agencies now enjoy, which is particularly important in these tight budget times.”
	The bill passed 70-28 on 4/16/02.

	SB 1583
	Sen. Wilkerson

Rep. Askins


	Authorizing the Criminal Justice Resource Center to conduct a criminal justice information systems integration project.
	“Allowing the Criminal Justice Resource Center to develop a demonstration program outside the state plan is not an effective way to use precious management information system resources.”
	The bill passed 96-0 on 5/23/02.
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	HB 1007
	Rep. Webb

Sen. Mickle


	Establishing the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission as a separate state agency.
	“This Commission is currently a division of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and should remain so absent a compelling reason to change, particularly in light of recent investigations into alleged irregularities in the operation of the Commission.”
	The House passed the bill 97-4 on 2/26/01.  The veto override failed 57-36 on 4/25/01 and 51-40 on 4/26/01.

	HB 1034
	Rep. Taylor

Sen. Price
	Expanding county commissioners powers to zone unincorporated areas and authorizing local governments to apply to the Department of Environmental Quality for a waste tire permit to bale waste tires for improving engineering projects.
	“This bill significantly expands the powers of County Commissioners to zone unincorporated areas.  Such an expansion of power should be done only after meaningful consideration and input from all affected parties.”
	The bill passed 100-1 on 5/18/01.

	HB 1050
	Rep. Fields

Sen. Snyder
	Creating the Construction Industries Commission Act and transferring the regulation of certain trades from the Board of Health to the Construction Industries Commission, which would be a separate state agency.
	“...because this bill creates a new state agency which would be contrary to the responsible principles of reducing the size and scope of government.”
	The bill passed 57-43 and the emergency passed 70-30 on 4/23/01.


	HB 1237
	Rep. Begley

Sen. Douglass
	Clarifying requirements for determining if a site should be considered as a camp or recreational site for purposes of requiring setbacks from swine operations.
	“...because this bill would have the effect of diminishing quality of the water and air of Oklahoma.”
	The bill passed 95-6 on 5/18/01.

	HB 1265
	Rep. Dale Smith

Sen. Shurden
	Authorizing the Wildlife Conservation Commission to create a Blue River Conservation Passport
	“...because it has been and continues to be the public policy of Oklahoma to allow free use of state-owned public access areas such as the Blue River Public Fishing and Hunting Area.”
	The bill passed 57-35 and the emergency passed 74-20 on 3/14/01.

	HB 1388
	Rep. Fields

Sen. Stipe


	Enacting the Oklahoma Workforce Investment Act, providing funding for the Department of Career and Technology to administer a statewide offender employment training program, and extending the unemployment tax reduction.
	“...because it inappropriately limits the flexibility of the Workforce Investment Board and creates confusion in the Workforce Investment Act arena by duplicating, sometimes with conflicting provisions, much of the Workforce Investment Act implementation laws.”
	The bill passed 60-37 on 5/15/01.

	HB 1405
	Rep. Wells

Sen. Easley
	Creating the Legislative Task Force on Storage Tank Regulation.
	“A task force to study the storage tank regulation is an unnecessary and ill-advised use of state resources.”
	The bill passed 98-1 on 5/22/01.

	MEASURE
	PRINCIPAL AUTHORS
	SUBJECT
	REASON FOR VETO
	HOUSE VOTE

	HB 1778
	Rep. Tyler

Sen. Leftwich


	Authorizing the Department of Transportation to establish a preaudit and settlement system for claims and payments of state-funded contractor estimates and right-of-way payments and deleting the requirement for state agencies to spend data processing funds from a special allotment account.
	“...because...this bill would remove the requirement that state agencies separately budget data processing expenditures.  With the amount of state funding spent on technology ever increasing, it is not advisable to impede the Office of State Finance’s ability to monitor and report on these expenditures.”
	The bill passed 91-0 on 5/22/01.

	HB 1914
	Rep. Ray Miller

Sen. Morgan
	Creating the Task Force on Career-Technology Professional Certification.
	“...because this bill ... lacks sufficient representation of the executive branch of government.”
	The bill passed the House 90-10 on 2/27/01.

	HB 1938
	Rep. Toure

Sen. Henry
	Amending the Governmental Tort Claims Act to allow persons who have been wrongfully sentenced for criminal felonies to sue the state.
	“This bill creates taxpayer liability for ‘wrongful criminal felony conviction’ without defining that term.  By doing so, this leaves open the possibility of the State being held liable where there has been no showing of State culpability.”
	The bill failed 47-52 on 5/21/01.  A motion to reconsider was adopted 67-33 and the bill passed 68-32 on 5/22/01.

	SB 352
	Sen. Shruden

Rep. Leist


	Making candidates who misrepresent the voting record of a state officer subject to an ethics violation.
	“...because the bill inappropriately limits the 1st Amendment right of freedom of speech.  Current law already provides a remedy for those injured by libelous or slanderous material.”
	The bill passed 67-32 on 4/17/01.

	SB 353
	Sen. Fisher

Rep.Tyler
	Clarifying the district court venue over transactions related to trusts.
	“This bill unnecessarily expands venue in certain trust actions to include all counties in which any trustee, beneficiary or any other person affected by the administration of the trust estate resides or where a principal place of business is located.  This expansion of venue could encourage forum shopping.”
	The bill passed 89-7 on 5/22/01.

	SB 415
	Sen. Morgan

Rep. Kirby
	Requiring persons repairing vehicles issued a salvage title to document the cost of the repair and to certify the fitness of the vehicle for street use and setting the registration fee for mopeds at $15.
	“This bill would allow salvaged car titles to be replaced with clean titles upon certification by the entity repairing the vehicle that the costs of the repairs were not 60% of its value.... Allowing the salvage designation to be removed from a title based upon a form submitted to the Tax Commission by the party repairing the vehicle is not in the consumer’s best interest.”
	The bill passed 100-0 on 5/21/01.

	SB 444
	Sen. Shurden

Rep. Leist
	Directing that Capitol Patrol officers shall have the uniform and equipment of the Highway Patrol and prohibiting law enforcement officers from handcuffing or incarcerating motorists for violation of child passenger restraint violations.
	“...because this bill does not clearly indicate that all officers of the highway patrol are to complete the full Patrol Academy of the Department of Public Safety, a requirement that must exist in order to protect the safety of the public.  The bill also requires the Department to provide the same uniform and equipment to all officers of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol Division.  However, the legislature has failed to provide adequate funding to implement this mandate.”
	The bill passed 94-7 on 5/22/01.

	SB 496
	Sen. Rabon

Rep. Roberts


	Restoring state aid penalty assessments for the 2000-2001 school year related to failure to report certain financial transactions.
	“Failure to enforce the penalties for not filing timely reports would create a disincentive to follow the law.”
	The bill passed 68-30 on 5/23/01.

	SB 534
	Sen. Fisher

Rep. Turner
	Directing county assessors to take into account limitations imposed on property that might reduce its market value due to its participation in a federal low-income housing program for assessment purposes.
	“This provision is too broadly written and would apply not only to affordable housing apartments built under programs designed to reduce any shortages which may exist, but could also apply to all low-income housing programs thereby giving an unfair property tax advantage to these property owners over their neighbors.  Housing assistance programs are intended to subsidize rent payments for low income individuals, not the property owners.”
	The bill passed 76-24 on 5/21/01.

	SB 540
	Sen. Henry

Rep. Toure
	Allowing persons who are directly or indirectly injured by action of a trust to sue for damages.
	“By creating a cause of action for an entirely new class of litigants – those indirectly as opposed to directly injured by a violation of the antitrust laws – this bill will increase the complexity of antitrust litigation as well as the likelihood of multiple liability for defendants.”
	The bill passed 53-44 on 4/5/01.

	SB 615
	Sen. Crutchfield

Rep. Roan
	Amending provisions related to traffic around state property in Tulsa and Oklahoma counties and creating a misdemeanor crime for persons who refuse to leave state property upon a lawful order of a law enforcement or security officer.
	“...because the language in Section 2 [relating to refusal to leave state property] of this bill is overbroad in that it could operate to criminalize constitutionally protected activities including the right to assemble and right to free speech.”
	The bill passed 87-9 on 4/3/01.

	SB 627
	Sen. Price

Rep. Leist
	Creating the Oklahoma Credible Data Act.
	“By allowing affected agencies to develop their own standards for implementing credible data, this bill creates the potential for conflicting regulations among the Department of Environmental Quality, the Water Board, the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Conservation on collection and use of date.”
	The bill passed 52-46 on 5/24/01.

	SB 680
	Sen. Leftwich

Rep. Askins
	Creating the State Employee Advocacy Rights Act.
	“This bill violates Article V, Section 51 [of the Oklahoma Constitution] which prohibits the granting of exclusive rights or privileges to associations, corporations, or individuals.  It also violates Article X, Sections 14 and 15 which prohibits the expenditure of public funds for non public purposes.”
	The bill passed 77-24 on 5/18/01.

	SB 681
	Sen. Leftwich

Rep. Erwin
	Directing the Teachers’ Retirement System to distribute information related to organizations that represent retired teachers at the time they retire.
	“This bill violates Article V, Section 51 [of the Oklahoma Constitution] which prohibits the granting of exclusive rights or privileges to associations, corporations, or individuals.  It also violates Article X, Sections 14 and 15 which prohibits the expenditure of public funds for non public purposes.”
	The bill passed 80-12 on 5/23/01.

	SB 710
	Sen. Taylor

Rep. Rice
	Creating the position of Judicial Advisor to the Office of Juvenile Affairs. 
	“...because this bill violates the constitutionally mandated separation of powers of government .... This bill places a member of the judicial branch on a board of an executive body charged, in part, with developing policy.”
	The bill passed 99-0 on 4/30/01.

	SB 718
	Sen. Wilkerson

Rep. Askins
	Amending statutes related to drug courts.
	“This bill appears to remove the flexibility a district attorney currently has to use the drug courts in the most effective manner possible.”
	The bill passed 98-0 on 5/24/01.

	SB 765
	Sen. Maddox

Rep. Plunk


	Enacting the Oklahoma Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Act.
	“...this bill unnecessarily duplicates provisions already contained in the Oklahoma Administrative Procedures Act.  This bill would not only complicate the rule-making process for agencies, it would also unduly burden the Department of Commerce.”
	The bill passed 98-1 on 4/18/01.


SUBSTANTIVE BILLS VETOED, 1999 AND 2000 SESSIONS

1999 SESSION
	MEASURE
	AUTHORS
	SUBJECT 
	REASON FOR VETO*
	HOUSE VOTE INFORMATION

	HB 1174
	Representative McCarter

Senator Fisher
	Providing more rights and due process for school administrators facing dismissal
	“. . . for the same reason that I vetoed House Bill 3184 in 1998 which contained the exact same provisions.  The provisions of these bill diminish control of schools by the local Boards of Education.  House Bill 1174 tells the local school under what circumstance only certain local school administrators can be employed and dismissed....If this change in the law were to be implemented now, the State would be taking over the running of local schools.  It is unnecessary, inappropriate, and unacceptable for the State to become involved in the management of local school districts.”
	The House passed the bill 61-36 on May 13, 1999.

	HB 1343
	Representative Davis

Senator Smith
	Providing that an individual charged with a crime and confined in jail because bond has been denied because of financial ability to post bond be brought to trial within a year after arrest or 18 months after being held on an appearance bond.
	“. . .because this legislation imposes procedural limitations without providing any additional protections for an accused....House Bill 1143 merely establishes a process whereby a case will be dismissed only as the result of the passage of time.  The case can be refiled, so there are no added protections of the rights for an accused or the state.  However, the resources of the state would be strained because of the added procedural requirements imposed.  The added time and paperwork as well as needless expense to the counties of this state with limited resources is not an improvement to the justice system of the state.”  NOTE: These concerns were resolved in HB 1011X signed by the Governor in the special session.
	The House passed the bill 96-1 on May 27, 1999.

	HB 1569
	Representative Gray

Senator Shurden
	Allowing senior citizens who qualify under the income standards of the Qualified Medicare Beneficiary Program to receive three prescription medications in order to improve the quality of their lives. 
	“. . . because this legislation imposes an unfunded mandate on the Health Care Authority....The results would be a reduction in those services currently being supplied and funded.   Although, I am supportive of providing appropriate Medicaid services, it is imperative that additional programs and commitments must be properly funded.”
	The House passed the bill 97- 0 on May 28, 1999.

	HB 1592
	Speaker Benson

President Pro Tempore Taylor
	Delaying the implementation of the new graduation standards in HB 1579 to the 2003-2004 school year.
	“. . .because the provisions of this legislation serves to delay the implementation of the provisions of Enrolled House Bill 1759.  There is no reason to delay the implementation of the core curriculum established in that legislation.  A delay would be a disservice to the students, their parents, and the taxpayers of this state who strive for quality education for our young people.”
	The House passed the bill 96-1 on May 27, 1999.

	HB 1634
	Representative Blackburn

Senator Wilkerson
	Requiring the yearly vehicle registration decal to be attached inside the windshield of motor vehicles.
	“. . .because the purpose of the legislation or the intent of the legislature in adopting this legislation is not clear.  Changes in yearly license tag decals is usually the result of extensive study and planning....without study and planning by all the agencies effected, the results of attempting to implement the provisions of this act could be unnecessarily costly and devastating to the efficiency of those agencies.”
	The House passed the bill 51-45 on May 20, 1999.

	HB 1734
	Representative Kirby

Senator Maddox
	Revamping the motor vehicle registration tax system in an effort to lower the annual cost of tags by changing the registration fee for noncommercial vehicles from a flat  fee based on year of registration to a sales tax based on the actual sales price.
	“. . .because it is unconstitutional as it provides for a tax increase in violation of Article V, Section 33 [State Question 640]....In addition, the provisions of this bill misleads the citizens of Oklahoma in implying that it contains a tax cut, when in fact it increases taxes.  The Oklahoma Tax Commission has provided me with information that this bill will result in a 127.8 Million Dollar increase which falls on Oklahomans who can least afford it.  While registration fees will be reduced by 126.5 Million according to the Commission, it does not offset the increase that will be experienced by Oklahomans who purchase a motor vehicle, particularly an older automobile without the benefit of a trade-in.”
	The House passed the bill 58-42 on May 13, 1999, but the emergency failed by the same vote.

	HB 1771
	Representative Ervin

Senator Henry
	Reducing the surplus at the State Insurance Fund by giving a $120 million dividend to private sector insureds and applying the $30 million dividend for state insureds to the Special Indemnity Fund to eliminate its backlog of payments.      
	“. . .because it threatens the financial stability of the State Insurance Fund and increases workers’ compensation rates, by 1.3% as reported by the National Council on Compensation Insurance (NCCI).  I fully support payments of legally required awards to injured workers and their counsel, but this must be accomplished in conjunction with reform of the workers’ compensation laws which actually reduce rates.”    NOTE: The Governor later signed SB 680 containing the dividend.
	The House passed the bill 90-11 on May 19, 1999.

	SB 184
	Senators Haney and Hobson

Representatives Settle and Begley
	Creating a special fund into which monies received from the tobacco settlement would be deposited for legislative appropriation.
	“. . .because it is improper to place money in a Special Fund without knowledge of how the monies in the Special Fund will be allocated.”
	The House passed the bill 95-1 on May 27, 1999.

	SB 322
	Senator Monson

Representative Taylor
	Amending HB 1734 relating to motor vehicle registration fees.
	“. . .because this bill amends the language in House Bill 1734 which was not approved.”
	The House passed this bill 99-0 on May 20, 1999.

	SB 323
	Senator Muegge

Representative Lindley
	Enabling state employees to donate leave at the time they terminate employment with the state.
	“. . .because the provisions of this bill are no different than the provisions of House Bill 2566 from the Second Session of the 46th Oklahoma Legislature which I vetoed on June 5, 1998.  The broad language contained in both bills would result in increases in the cost of operating individual agencies of government....The new language...[is] too broad in that there are no provisions in the new language which require the receiving employee to have a current specific need.  A potential for abuses by persons leaving state service is created by the new language.”
	The House passed the bill 82-18 on March 29, 1999.

	SB 332
	Senator Weedn

Representative Mitchell
	Directing the Department of Human Services to implement a program to provide community services at the Pauls Valley and Enid resource centers to persons who are developmentally disabled.
	“. . .because the provisions of this bill would force the State of Oklahoma to embark upon an inappropriate direction.  The Department of Human Services, after a great deal of deliberation and planning have formed plans and set a course of action with regards to the Northern Oklahoma Resource Center and the Southern Oklahoma Resource Center.  This legislation is contrary to the Department of Human Services plan.”
	The House passed the bill 68-30 on May 20, 1999.

	SB 391
	Senator Easley

Representative Rice
	Allowing nonprofit corporations, which have been statutorily designated as state instrumentalities, to issue indebtedness for the purpose of providing funds for the benefit of municipalities, counties, and county or municipal trusts.
	“. . .because this legislation designates a private entity as an instrumentality of the state without further guidelines as to limitations or clarifications of the state interest to be served.  In addition, Senate Bill 391 authorizes entities designated as an instrumentality of the state to issue indebtedness or obligation for the purpose of obtaining double tax exemptions.  In matters of public finance and potential public indebtedness, great caution must be exercised.  This bill is not an exercise in great caution.”
	The House passed the bill 100-0 on May 28, 1999.

	SB 404
	Senator Stipe

Representative Mass
	Requiring the Office of Personnel Management review and approval of state agency promotional plans.
	“. . .because it creates added bureaucracy which would interfere with the ability of agency managers to efficiently manage their agencies to the detriment of state employees and taxpayers.”
	The House passed the bill 99-0 on May 13, 1999.

	SB 409
	Senator Mickle

Representative Dunegan
	Authorizing public housing trusts in counties with populations between 100,000 and 300,000 $5 million in the state’s private activity bond ceiling to provide single-family dwellings.
	“. . . because this bill would create a significant reallocation of the private activity bond volume cap to the potential detriment of economic development of the state.  The private activity bond volume cap is an extraordinary, scarce resource.  Senate Bill 409 takes one-fourth of the volume cap and removes it from oversight.  This is bad policy.”
	The House passed the bill 81-18 on May 19, 1999.

	SB 418
	Senator Easley

Representative Rice
	Eliminating the position of General Administrator for the Corporation Commission.
	“. . .because this legislation, as drafted, presents an unworkable organizational structure.”
	The House passed the bill 52-43, but the emergency failed by the same vote on May 25, 1999.

	SB 725
	Senator Stipe

Speaker Benson
	Creating a Hate Crimes Unit in the Attorney General’s Office.
	“. . .because any crime which might be labeled a hate crime is already a crime in Oklahoma....This measure contributes nothing to the rights of every citizen, and improperly hints at the creation of a new class of criminal based not upon what he did, but based upon what he thought before he did it.  This is not criminal law.  In our system, punishment follows a criminal act not a criminal motive.”
	The House passed the bill 56-41, but the emergency failed by the same vote on May 28, 1999. 



2000 SESSION
	MEASURE
	AUTHORS
	SUBJECT 
	REASON FOR VETO*
	HOUSE VOTE INFORMATION

	HB 1319
	Representative Fields

Senator Long
	Creating the Construction Industries Commission.
	“While it may be advisable to consider an alternative regulatory scheme after the Department of Health has completed its internal evaluations, creating this new state agency at this time would be disruptive and premature to this process.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 73-24 on May 26, 2000.

	HB 1507
	Representative Toure

Senator Henry
	Civil procedure, including an amendment allowing the Speaker and President Pro Tempore to intervene on behalf of their respective chambers involving cases challenging the consitutionality of state statutes.
	“...because it would be imprudent and potentially inappropriate to create statutory authority providing the Speaker of the House of Representatives and President Pro Tempore of the Senate the unfettered right to intervene in a proceeding involving the constitutionality of a state statute or administrative rule which had been passed by those legislative bodies.  The separation of powers in our State Constitution is an important protection and balance on the powers of one branch, which must not be breached.”
	The House passed the bill 94-5 on May 25, 2000.

	HB 1896
	Representative Erwin

Senator Rabon
	Amending the Oklahoma Bedding Regulation Act and enabling the Oklahoma Health Care Authority and the Department of Human Services to provide Advantage Waiver Program services to residents and potential residents of residential care facilities.
	Because the measure violates the one subject provision of the Constitution.
	The House passed the bill and emergency 89-11 on May 25, 2000.

	HB 1922
	Representative Paulk

Senator Leftwich
	Licensure of nonemergency transport vans under Emergency Response Systems Development Act.
	“This bill unnecessarily adds to the duties and responsibilities of the Department of Health at a time when the Department is seeking to focus attention on critical needs at hand.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 95-5 on May 22, 2000.

	HB 1933
	Representative Collins

Senator Milacek
	Licensing home inspectors.
	“This bill unnecessarily adds to the duties and responsibilities of the Department of Health at a time when the Department is seeking to focus attention on critical needs at hand.  Furthermore, expanding the size of state government without a compelling reason is fiscally irresponsible.”
	TheHouse passed the measure 74-17 on May 22, 2000.

	HB 1943
	Representative Ervin

Senator Monson
	Clarifying that state employees who are terminated due to privatization or reorganization action are due severance benefits under the State Government Reduction-in-Force and Severance Benefits Act.
	“These statutory changes are unnecessary as the Oklahoma Personnel act (sic) currently addresses these issues.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 101-0 on May 19, 2000.

	HB 1954
	Representative Mitchell

Senator Monson 
	Directing the Oklahoma Health Care Authority, as funds become available, to promulgate rules extending coverage for 12 months for guaranteed health care services to Medicaid recipients.
	Because, “guaranteed eligibility for a 12 month period, regardless of actual eligibility status for a recipient, is not the best use of state resources.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 89-6 on May 25, 2000.

	HB 1967
	Representative Bonny

Senator Hobson
	Enacting the Oklahoma Workforce Investment Act .
	“...because it would alter the direction for implementing the Workforce Investment Act established by the Oklahoma Workforce Investment Act Board.  As Governor, I am  granting certain limited exemptions to the requirements of the Workforce Investment Act where time has not allowed for full implementation to proceed.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 90-8 on May 17, 2000.

	HB 2077
	Representative Adkins

Senator Monson
	Adding a Medicaid beneficiary to the Medicaid Drug Utilization Review Board.
	“The current Board consists of highly trained health care professionals equipped with the ability to make informed technical recommendations to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority Board on drug utilization.  Unlike the existing board members, this proposed addition is not required to demonstrate specialized skill or training.”
	The House passed the measure 99-0 on May 25, 2000.   

	HB 2296
	Representative Sweeden

Senator Leftwich
	Use of private contractors for county jails.
	“This bill creates unnecessary impediments to Oklahoma counties that consider privatizing their operations.”
	The House passed the measure 65-29 on May 25, 2000.

	HB 2313
	Representative Adair

Senator Hobson
	Creating the Oklahoma Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Act. 
	“While I support the concepts set forth in HB 2313, I cannot support the methods used to implement these concepts.  This date, I am creating, by Executive Order, the Oklahoma Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation Task Force in an effort to more properly address these worthwhile objectives.”
	The House passed the bill 99-0 on May 26, 2000.

	HB 2323
	Representative Tyler

Senator Stipe
	Making open for public inspection in-house engineering estimates of public bodies.
	“...because this bill duplicates legislation already passed and signed into law.”
	The House passed the bill 100-0 on March 8, 2000.

	HB 2418
	Representative Rice

Senator Long
	Excluding new electric generating facilities from the licensing requirement of the Mechanical Licensing Act.
	“Such an exclusion has the potential of increasing costs to electricity consumers.  Additionally, there is no apparent justification for treating these facilities differently from those being built by utilities.”
	The House passed the bill 96-4 on May 24, 2000.

	HB 2458
	Representative Ostrander

Senator Monson
	Altering the method of calculating retirement benefits for certain firefighters.
	“This bill adds additional administrative costs to the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System..”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 99-0 on May 25, 2000.

	HB 2467
	Representative Ross

Senator Horner
	Relating to grants for at-risk or disadvantaged urban school districts.                              
	“...because this bill would permit the use of Great Expectations funds for uses other than originally intended.  The successful Great Expectations Program funds staff development for teachers in public schools.  The Great Expectations Program should not be diluted to fund other unproven programs.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 94-0 on May 24, 2000.

	HB 2546
	Representative Webb

Senator Snyder
	Creating the Oklahoma Aeronautics and Space Commission as a separate state agency.
	“This Commission is currently a division of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and should remain so absent a compelling reason to change.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 93-3 on May 17, 2000.

	HB 2561
	Representative Taylor

Senator Herbert
	Adding third party administrators to the definition of “insurer” under the Unfair Claims Settlement Practices Act.
	“...because it unnecessarily places separate and independent liability on third-party administrators who are generally acting on behalf of an entity currently defined as an “insurer” and therefore covered by the Unfair Claims Settlement Practices Act.”
	The House passed the bill 64-37 on March 13, 2000.

	HB 2663
	Representative Kirby 

Senator Maddox
	Car tag reform.
	“While this bill does provide relief in the cost of car tag renewals, unfortunately, it finances that relief through a significant increase in excise taxes for used car buyers.  This bill is not an appropriate way to deliver the needed car tax reductions for all Oklahomans.”
	The House passed the bill 62-39 on May 10, 2000.  The override failed 61-37 on May 25, 2000.

	HJR 1056
	Representative Gray

Senator Rozell
	Disapproving a Corporation Commission rule regarding operation and maintenance requirements of hydrocarbon recycling and reclaiming facilities.
	“...because the permanent rule...as adopted ensures that operators of recycling facilities have the option to use the best available technology to prevent access by migratory birds to pits and tanks at their hydrocarbon recycling/reclaiming facilities, rather than being required to use covers as the prior language provided.”
	The House passed the resolution and emergency  80-14 on May 19, 2000.

	HJR 1063
	Representative Gray

Senator Stipe
	Disapproving a Department of Transportation rule related to highway advertising control.
	“The Department’s rule changes are intended to facilitate the enforcement of the Highway Beautification Act.  Delaying their implementation could adversely affect enforcement efforts and could jeopardize Federal Highway funding.”
	The House passed the resolution and emergency 97-0 on May 22, 2000.

	SB 400
	Senator Stipe

Representative Culver
	Relating to the peace officer powers of probation and parole officers.
	“This bill attempts to limit the current peace officers powers of these officers which could in turn pose a public safety risk to the officers and the public at large.”
	The House passed the bill 62-38 and the emergency 75-25 on May 25, 2000.

	SB 914
	Senator Haney

Representative Settle
	Directing the establishment of a disease management control program at the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.
	“...because these statutory changes are unnecessary as the Health Care Authority currently possesses the ability to address these issues by rule.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 98-0 on May 26, 2000.

	SB 968
	Senator Haney

Representative Settle
	Requiring state agencies to provide employee benefit informational meetings for current and retired employees.
	“...because this bill places an unnecessary administrative burden on all agencies within the Exuecutive, Judicial, and Legislative branches of state government...The system agencies currently utilize, in coordination with the Oklahoma Employee Benefits Council, is a proven, effective method of providing this information to employees with minimal disruption to the agencies.”
	The House passed the bill 66-14, but the emergency failed by the same vote on May 26, 2000.

	SB 990
	Senator Morgan

Representative Roberts
	Permitting vested members of OSEEGIB to regain coverage under certain circumstances and permitting substate planning districts and organizations representing employees who are members of OSEEGIB.
	“...because adding new unknown groups of employees to the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance system will have an unknown impact on current rates.  It is imprudent to risk further rate increases in this system..”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 81-20 on May 23, 2000.

	SB 1004
	Senator Leftwich

Representative Nations 
	Requiring the use of fully allocated costs in decisionmaking process within the Oklahoma Privatization of State Functions Act.
	“This bill creates unnecessary administrative impediments to streamlining agency operations.”
	The House passed the bill 92-0 on May 18, 2000.

	SB 1009
	Senator Price

Representative Leist
	Revising the Governor’s appointments to the Oklahoma Agriculture Enhancement and Diversification Advisory Board by requiring appointees come from the state’s largest organization representing cattlemen and two largest representing farmers.
	“...because this bill diminishes the executive power of appointment to the Oklahoma Agricultural (sic) Enhancement and Diversification Board.”
	The House passed the bill 70-27 on May 17, 2000.

	SB 1090
	Senator Herbert

Representative Hutchison
	Changing the names of several state parks and authorizing the Department of Tourism and Recreation to acquire land in Choctaw county to be called Hugo Lake State Park.
	“Until the Commission is provided funding adequate to operate and maintain existing parks, adding a new one would only diminish the quality of all parks.”
	The House passed the bill 95-1 on May 25, 2000.

	SB 1117
	Senator Stipe

Representative Tyler
	Prohibiting the Department of Transportation or the Oklahoma Transportation Authority tosolicit bids to  enter into agreements for maintaininng road, bridges, etc. maintained by their employees.
	because “...it prohibits the Department of Transportation and Oklahoma Transportation Authority from contracting with private entities for routine maintenance projects currently being performed by state employees.  This bill would undermine efforts currently underway to streamline operations and would limit the ability of the State to utilize private sector partnerships.”
	The House passed the bill 63-34 on April 17, 2000.

	SB 1119
	Senator Stipe

Representative Tyler
	Spacing of advertising signs on highways.
	“...because these additional requirements would be an unreasonable financial burden on the Department of Transportation.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 97-3 on May 25, 2000.

	SB 1137
	Senator Morgan

Representative Askins
	Permitting state judges to complete work in state courts started prior to taking office.
	“This would have inappropriately allowed judges, in effect, to practice before their colleagues.  At the very least, this projects the appearance of impropriety.”
	The House passed the bill 96-0 on April 4, 2000.

	SB 1239
	Senator Leftwich

Representative Roberts
	Directing the Teachers’ Retirement System to send a retiring member information regarding how the member can remain an active member in a private organization representing teachers.
	“...because it requires the Oklahoma Teachers’ Retirement System to absorb overhead costs associated with mailing information materials, including an application, which encourage retiring members to join a retired teacher organization.  This is not an appropriate use of their resources and is not a suitable administrative expense.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 72-16 on May 15, 2000.

	SB 1419
	Senator Morgan

Representative Leist
	Providing limits on counties and public trusts offering solid waste collection and disposal services outside the county or political limits of the trust.
	“This restriction would result in fewer choices for communities, particularly in rural Oklahoma, which in turn could result in higher costs for solid waste services.”
	The House passed the bill 58-41 on April 11, 2000.

	SB 1430
	Senator Smith

Representative Hastings
	Authorizing the establishment of local pretrial release programs.
	“These taxpayer funded agencies are unnecessary as this work is currently done successfully by the private sector.  Expanding the role of government without a compelling reason is inappropriate.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 88-11 on May 26, 2000.

	SB 1456
	Senator Easley

Representative Matlock
	Clarifying the role of the Corporation Commission in enforcing regulations on natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines.
	Because “... it limits the Oklahoma Corporation Commission’s ability to address situations not covered by the federal Pipeline Safety Act.  The State is allowed to be more stringent in natural gas standards and is already preempted by federal law from regulation of pipelines carrying hazardous liquids.”
	The House passed the bill 97-0 on April 4, 2000 on the bill and emergency.

	SB 1472
	Senator Shurden

Representative Erwin
	Payment of insurance claims.
	“While I support attempts to expedite the payment of insurance claims, this bill, in effect, creates the potential for significant litigation to clarify some of its provisions, which could increase costs in the system.”
	The House passed the bill 100-0 on May 23, 2000.

	SB 1577
	Senator Cain

Representative Blackburn
	Permitting the voluntary abandonment of a newborn under certain circumstances.
	“...because its expansive nature would impair the ability of the State to prosecute parents who commit certain crimes against their children.” 
	The House passed the bill 59-38, but the emergency failed 60-33 on April 11, 2000.  A motion to reconsider the vote by Blackburn was adopted 89-9, but the motion failed1-94 to reconsider the emergency on April 12, 2000.

	SB 1588
	Senator Monson

Representative Seikel
	Creating a Health Maintenance Organization Advisory Council.
	“While it may be advisable to consider creating such a council in the future, the Department of Health is currently focusing attention on critical matters at hand and does not need additional responsibilities.”
	The House passed the bill 94-5 on May 25, 2000.

	SB 1597
	Senator Fisher

Representative Boyd
	Establishing an Oklahoma Partnership for School Readiness Act.
	“...because it creates an advisory board that would duplicate the efforts of my recently created task force on early childhood education.  Unnecessary expenses can be avoided through the utilization of the task force presently in place.”
	The House passed the bill and emergency 69-32 on May 24, 2000.



SUBSTANTIVE BILLS VETOED
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	HOUSE VOTE INFORMATION

	HB 1720
	Representative Paulk

Senator Leftwich
	Enacting the Oklahoma Privatization of State Functions Act establishing procedures agencies must follow before they can privatize state functions, including notification of affected employees so that they would have an opportunity for input.
	“...because this legislation imposes cumbersome and unnecessary requirements on the process of privatizing functions of state government.  The procedures set out in HB 1720 serve to impede agencies which could be better performed by the private sector.  It does not materially assess and expedite the state in its move toward privatization and more efficient government.”
	Passed the House 70-28 on May 21, 1998.

	HB 2314
	Representative Eddins

Senator Snyder
	Amending the Small Employer Health Insurance Act by prohibiting the sale of stop-loss or excess-risk insurance below $15,000.
	“...because it limits the health care insurance options of companies with 50 to 100 employees which in turn increases the cost of health insurance for their employees.  House Bill 2314 limits competition for insurance companies because doubling the reinsurance level from $7,500 to $15,000 presents an insurmountable obstacle to small companies attempting to partially self-insure.  This legislation would have the effect of prohibiting employers needing to change and control their health costs from becoming self-insured.  Owners of small and medium size companies who wish to start a self-funded health plan would be forced to remain with their current provider.”
	Passed the House 57-38 on May 19, 1998.  Emergency failed 57-38.

	HB 2401
	Representative Erwin

Senator Rabon
	Creating the Oklahoma Emu Promotion Advisory Council.
	“...because this bill violates the constitutionally mandated separation of powers of government...House Bill 2401 creates an entity in the executive department of government which has a governing body consisting of members appointed by both the legislative department of government as well as the executive department of government.  However, I am always sensitive to the need to take action to encourage the development of new industries in Oklahoma.  Therefore, I will request the State Board of Agriculture take whatever actions they can to include emus and marketable products derived from emus in their efforts to promote Oklahoma agricultural commodities.”
	Passed the House 96-0 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 2496
	Representative Cox

Senator Monson
	Requiring a certain percentage of positions at the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to be classified.
	“...because the mission of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority as it was originally created required greater flexibility in the types of jobs to be performed and the persons employed to perform those jobs.  The provisions of House Bill 2496 would seriously curtail the agency in the performance of its legislatively mandated duties and responsibilities.”
	Passed the House 68-31 on May 26, 1998.

	HB 2566
	Representative Laura Boyd

Senator Monson
	Authorizing employees terminating their employment with the state to donate the remainder of their sick leave in the state leave sharing program.
	“...because currently, the state provides state employees with a generous sick leave policy.  This policy includes the ability for coworkers to donate sick leave to another coworker for a specific need.  The provisions of this bill are so broad that the result of implementation of its provisions would unnecessarily increase the cost of government.”
	Passed the House 94-0 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 2647
	Representative Begley

Senator Wilkerson

	Specifying that pipeline property be defined as public service corporation property for ad valorem tax purposes.
	“...because equitable treatment of all taxpayers situated is a basic premise which must be applied any time the state establishes classes or categories on which to impose a tax.  The provisions of H.B. 2647 would result in the unequal taxation of substantially similar taxpayers.  In addition, the administrative burden placed on the taxpayer and the Oklahoma Tax Commission necessary in order to comply with the provisions of this bill would be oppressive.”
	Passed the House 73-21 on May 28, 1998.

	HB 2701
	Representative Ross

Senator Monson
	Requiring the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to develop recommendations for providing health insurance coverage for uninsured low-income individuals and families who are not currently eligible for the state Medicaid program.
	“...because this legislation regulates recommendation increasing the income level at which health insurance will be extended.  Last year the Legislature expanded Medicaid coverage to include adolescent children and pregnant women.  That program has not been fully implemented, therefore the Health Care Authority cannot determine the impact of those changes.  A study to determine the need for further extension of health insurance to Medicaid recipients at this time is not needed and would drain resources better spent to assist in the full implementation of the programs authorized last year.”
	Passed the House 96-1 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 2841
	Representative Frame

Senator Stipe
	Directing the Insurance Commissioner to promulgate rules requiring the 50 largest property and casualty insurers to report certain information.
	“...because this legislation imposes new reporting requirements on a selected portion of the property and casualty insurers doing business in this state.  The reporting requirements imposed on this selected group invade corporate privacy with no stated purpose justifying the need of the state for this information or clarifying the necessity of this information to be supplied to the state.  Without a specific need in order for an agency of government to perform their proper functions, additional government interference with private business is not appropriate or productive for economic development efforts for our state.”
	Passed the House 77-11 on May 27, 1998.

	HB 2965
	Representative Erwin

Senator Weedn
	Expanding locations where services and procedures may be performed under the Health Care Freedom of Choice Act to include ambulatory surgical centers, and requiring a vote of the people in the city or county for an ambulatory surgical center to be licensed.
	“...because it inhibits the free enterprise system through restraint of trade.  House Bill 2965 inhibits the opportunity of free individuals to enter into and engage in business.  No citizen should be required to receive a vote of the public before he is permitted to go into business.  The requirements of this legislation encourage fiscal profligacy, because it discourages competition and access to health care.”
	Passed the House 55-41 on May 19, 1998.  Emergency failed 59-37.

	HB 3002
	Representatives Hamilton and Settle

Senators Haney and Hobson
	Directing a portion of the motor fuel assessment that is used for the Oklahoma Petroleum Storage Tank Release Environmental Cleanup Indemnity Fund to be deposited into a fund for the Oklahoma Corporation Commission’s fuel division.
	“...because the funds deposited into the Petroleum Storage Tank Release Environmental Cleanup Indemnity Fund were established for the remediation of leaking underground storage tanks.  The original legislation was written to protect the funds for these purposes.  To change the current law would result in the misuse of these funds.  These funds were not intended to become a part of the general budget of the Corporation Commission or any other state agency.”
	Passed the House 94-3 on May 20, 1998.

	HB 3038
	Representatives Hamilton and Settle

Senators Haney and Hobson
	Creating revolving funds for the Office of Juvenile Affairs.
	“...because the statutory designations in the legislation are inaccurate, and could result in confusion.  The provisions of House Bill 3038 are not needed by the agency to establish these special funds.  Pursuant to the provisions of Section 7.5 and 41.8 of Title 62 of the Oklahoma Statutes, an agency of the state can now have special funds established upon request to and approval of the Director of the Office of State Finance.”
	Passed the House 100-0 on May 28, 1998.

	HB 3070
	Representatives Hamilton and Settle

Senators Haney and  Hobson
	Tightening up anti-collusion and other provisions in the Central Purchasing Act that would give potential vendors unfair competitive advantages on state purchases (legislation arising from the airplane investigation).
	“...because this legislation interferes with the ability and willingness of private vendors to discuss new innovations and opportunities with state agencies.  The enactment of the Central Purchasing Act reform legislation this Session has resulted in the placement of many safeguards in the law to assure honest ethical arms length dealings with the private sector.  Requirements such as those imposed in H.B. 3070 serve only to impair the ability of agencies of the state to maintain a constrictive, consultative relationship with vendors to obtain appropriate products and services.  House Bill 3070 is a detriment to the efficient and economical operation of the purchasing processes of state government.”
	Passed the House 97-1 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 3083
	Representative Fields

Senator Dickerson
	Modifies options for purchasing private prison facilities by the state so that all contracts between public entities and private prison contractors will be subject to bond oversight if public financing is involved.
	“...because the provisions in this legislation clouds [sic] the established mechanism put in place by the legislature for the state to avail itself of the private prison option.  There is no reason for the change reflected in House Bill 3083, and it sends the wrong message implying that the state might reverse its prison privatization process.”
	Passed the House 93-0 on May 27, 1998.

	HB 3113
	Representative Askins

Senator Brown
	Creating the Tobacco Settlement Endowment Trust Fund and dividing the earnings from the Fund between the Oklahoma Teachers’ Retirement Fund and a variety of maternal and child health activities.
	“...because this legislation creates a redundant process.  While the intent is admirable, it is not necessary and would only serve to increase administrative costs.”
	Passed the House 92-4 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 3120
	Representative Begley

Senator Roberts
	Creating the Technology in the Classroom Act.
	“...because the provisions of this legislation establishes [sic] an unnecessary and cumbersome bureaucracy.  The State Department of Education, the Oklahoma Department of Vocational and Technical Education, and the State Regents for Higher Education have the authority and existing staff and facilities to enable them to work together to establish plans for use of technology in the classroom under the current law.  If an additional Commission is required, it should consist of individuals in both the public sector, such as school room teachers, and individuals in the private sector with particular applicable expertise in the purchase and employment of technology.”
	Passed the House 98-2 on May 29, 1998.

	HB 3184
	Representative McCarter Senator Roberts
	Establishing grounds for dismissal and establishing a procedure for non-reemployment of school administrators.
	“...because the provisions of this bill diminishes [sic] control of schools by local Boards of Education.  The procedures addressed in House Bill 3184 can be implemented now by local Boards of Education, therefore, it is unnecessary for the State to impose such procedural directives.”
	Passed the House 64-33 on April 15, 1998.

	HB 3273
	Representative Satterfield Senator Stipe
	Requiring legislative or Contingency Review Board approval for the Department of Transportation to acquire railroad rights-of-way and trackage.
	“...because it infringes on the constitutional authority of the Governor to administer the executive department and is outside the scope of the constitutional power of the Legislature.  In addition, the new provisions of House Bill 3273 delegate the authority of the Legislature to the Contingency Review Board.”
	Passed the House 55-41 on May 13, 1998.

	HB 3292
	Representative Mitchell Senator Monson
	Requiring coverage by the state Medicaid program to be expanded to include children who meet Title XXI eligibility requirements.
	“...because this legislation requires increasing the income level at which health insurance will be extended. Last year the Legislature expanded Medicaid coverage to include adolescent children and pregnant women.  While that program has not been fully implemented, I would encourage the Health Care Authority to accelerate coverage of 16 and 17 year olds.  However, expansion of coverage outside the mandates of Senate Bill 639 is unacceptable until the current legislation is fully implemented.”
	Passed the House 99-0 on May 26, 1998.

	SB 319
	Senator Easley

Representative Beutler
	Requiring open access to natural gas gathering.
	“There are many undefined and vague terms contained in the legislation which may, in fact, encourage complaints rather than assist in maintaining an orderly, efficient marketplace.  The legislation extends overly broad, statutory regulation of gas gathering facilities into the competitive marketplace during a period of deregulation.  The legislation initiates, for the first time, regulation of gas processing activities. The legislation was not heard in committee and lacked adequate public debate and input.  Decisions by the [Corporation] Commission with regard to price and access may consider only material operational changes in condition and not material economic changes in condition.  Nonetheless, I am convinced that a problem does exist and that there has been overreaching and discriminatory acts on the part of some pipeline companies.  Accordingly, as a part of this veto message, I hereby issue an Executive Order directing the Corporation Commission to issue a Notice of Inquiry and to begin the process of soliciting and investigating complaints of discrimination and anti-competitive activities by gathering systems.  Further, the Corporation Commission will use its rule making authority to hold hearings and develop rules including a code of conduct to regulate gathering activities.”
	Passed the House 52-48 on May 22, 1998.

Emergency passed 68-30.

	SB 565
	Senator Easley

Representative Rice
	Creating the Natural Gas Restructuring Act of 1998, and directing the Natural Gas Policy Commission to conduct a study of the natural gas utility industry.
	“...the provisions of this legislation would be a step backward for the deregulation of the natural gas industry and slow benefits gas consumers in Oklahoma are expecting.  The Corporation Commission has spent nearly two years in promulgating rules which encourage competition in the natural gas industry including provisions for the deliberate and careful transition to competitive markets.  The requirement in Senate Bill 565 that the Corporation Commission ‘...promulgate rules implementing unbundling of natural gas services’ renders the current rules, in effect, a nullity.  Members of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission are publicly elected officials charged with the responsibility of promulgating rules and issuing orders.  They should act independent of any other governing body.  The language of this legislation would mandate the rule making process to begin all over again.  This would not serve the best interest of the citizens of this state or the parties involved in the adoption of the current rules.”
	Passed the House 61-39 on May 28, 1998.  Emergency failed 60-37.

	SB 769
	Senator Roberts

Representative Begley
	Requiring deadlines for notification by school districts and administrators of non-reemployment of school administrators.
	“...because this legislation imposes an additional time deadline on a local board of education.  The provisions of Senate Bill 769 places [sic] an unnecessarily [sic] limitation on the procedures which must be followed by a local board without a clear demonstration of need.  State mandated automatic renewal of a contract between a local board of education and an administrator limits the control of the local school system by the local board of education.”
	Passed the House 76-22 on May 28, 1998.

	SB 838
	Senator Hendrick

Representative Toure
	Increasing the number of district judges in District Court Judicial District No. 7.
	“...because this bill duplicates legislation already passed and signed into law.”
	Passed the House 98-0 on May 29, 1998.

	SB 848
	Senator Herbert

Representative Tyler
	Redirecting apportionment of certain monies deposited in the State Transportation Fund from the Railroad Maintenance Revolving Fund to the Oklahoma Tourism and Passenger Rail Revolving Fund.
	“...because this legislation takes funds from the Department of Transportation at a critical time.  The diversion of these transportation funds would be detrimental to the overall statewide strategy endorsed by me and the legislature for our state highway system.”
	Passed the House 91-6 on May 28, 1998.

	SB 937
	Senators Haney and Hobson Representatives Hamilton and Settle
	Directing certain monies to be deposited into a new Department of Labor Safety Consultation and Regulation Revolving Fund and directing how monies in the Fund shall be used.
	“...because the provisions of this legislation would impose an undue burden on the Department of Labor in discharging the statutory duties of that constitutionally created department.”
	Passed the House 64-36 on May 28, 1998.

Emergency passed 72-24.

	SB 973
	Senators Haney and Hobson

Representatives Hamilton, et al
	Reform of the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Program and stating legislative intent to appropriate $25 million from the Constitutional Reserve Fund for OSEEGIB to offset anticipated premium increases.
	“...because this bill is misleading and perpetuates the poor quality management and lack of choice provided by the Oklahoma State Employees and Education Group Insurance Board, referred to as OSEEGIB.  I have requested that the 31.5 Million Dollars of reserves removed from OSEEGIB be returned from the general revenue fund.  Further, I have requested that steps be taken to improve the quality of management by either establishing a public-private partnership to manage the fund or installing third party professional administration.  Senate Bill 973 has been represented as legislation which will help offset planned health insurance rate hikes for state employees, county employees, retirees and teachers.  It does nothing to provide any such relief.  Significantly however, the Legislature determined that an emergency did not exist because the procedure provided in the Oklahoma Constitution for the Legislature to make a finding of an emergency was specifically removed at the time of final passage.  This means that Senate Bill 973 will not become effective until the end of August.  This is too late for enrolling with additional Health Maintenance Organizations which are not now available to be accessed by OSEEGIB participants.  Currently, there are sufficient general revenue funds to immediately return the 31.5 Million Dollars to OSEEGIB.”
	Passed the House 73-20 on April 16, 1998.  Veto override failed 67-33 on May 6, 1998.

	SB 1018
	Senator Monson

Representative Askins
	Creating a new “large family child care home” class for residential  facilities providing 24-hour supervision for 8-12 children.
	“...because the changed definitions in this legislation could result in an undesired interpretation of the Child Care Facilities Licensing Act.  The new definition of ‘large family child care home’ could be construed to impose child care licensing requirements on families who provide education of their children at home.”
	Passed the House 70-24 on May 22, 1998.

	SB 1059
	Senator Monson

Representative Seikel
	Requiring group health insurance coverage and health benefit plans to include coverage for biological-originating severe mental illness.
	“...almost 21% of Oklahomans currently do not have health insurance and the additional health benefits mandated in this bill will increase the cost of medical insurance to the average Oklahoma citizen.  Clearly, the Legislature contemplated that there would be cost increases because they inserted a limit on the amount of the cost increase that would be allowed.  For a typical medical plan, Senate Bill 1059 would drive up the cost of medical insurance for a family of four by more than one hundred and fifty dollars per year, assuming an increase of 2½%.  In a recent meeting 15 insurance professionals estimated the mandated coverage would result in a 1½% to 4% cost increase.  In 1997, legislation similar to Senate Bill 1059 was presented to me.  I vetoed that legislation because of my continuing concern that we have not yet reached my goal of reducing the number of uninsured Oklahomans to the national average of 14%.  Oklahoma is still a chronically underinsured state.  Increasing costs and mandating benefits will not increase the number of Oklahomans with health insurance.”
	Passed the House 53-41 on April 8, 1998.

Veto override failed 54-22 on May 13, 1998.

	SB 1088
	Senator Monson

Representative Askins
	Directing OSEEGIB to work with the Joint Legislative Committee on State and Education Employees Group Insurance Benefits to design a new preferred provider organization plan for the 2000 plan year.
	“...because the provisions of this legislation exclude participation of the executive department in the development of a preferred provider organization designed plan.  The added preferred provider organization provisions fail to address the need for a public-private partnership in the management of health care coverage delivery to state employees.  Without extensive involvement of the private sector and the executive department in the development of an appropriate preferred provider organization plan encouraging competition for participation, meaningful reforms cannot be accomplished.”
	Passed the House 94-1 on May 28, 1998.

	SB 1089
	Senator Monson

Representative Askins
	Directing OSEEGIB to develop a new plan for FY-99 at the FY-98 premium level and stating legislative intent to appropriate $35.7 million from the Constitutional Reserve Fund (Rainy Day Fund) to subsidizing OSEEGIB plan premiums.
	“...because Senate Bill 1089 does not adequately reform the process by which health insurance is provided to state employees.  This legislation subsidizes a state monopoly, the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board which, as demonstrated by past performance, is in need of fundamental reform or privatization.  I believe that state employees are entitled to unrestricted private choices for indemnity and preferred provider medical plans and adequate access to this type of plan throughout the state.  If it is necessary to offset higher costs of coverage, employees should be compensated directly instead of through the subsidy of an agency which fails to adequately perform.”
	Passed the House 77-24 on February 18, 1998.                      

	SB 1190
	Senator Haney

Representative Adair
	Authorizing the Native American Cultural and Educational Authority to enter into certain contracts and agreements related to food and travel to promote the work of the Authority and expanding the membership of the Authority, including appointments by the Speaker and President Pro Tempore.
	“...because this bill fails to address the problem of the violation of Section 1 of Article IV, of the Oklahoma Constitution...[which] mandates three separate departments of state government, the Legislative, Executive, and Judicial, with the supreme executive power vested in the Governor.  House Bill 1190 adds four members to an agency with two of the new members be [sic] appointed by members of the legislative department of government.  This bill does not correct the constitutional infirmity.”
	Passed the House 82-16 on May 29, 1998.

	SB 1198
	Senator Monson

Representative Askins
	Directing OSEEGIB to work with the Joint Legislative Committee on State and Education Employees Group Insurance Benefits to design a new preferred provider organization plan for the 2000 plan year and to consider privatizing OSEEGIB.
	“...because this legislation restricts the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board from contracting with out of state hospitals for specialized health care services regardless of the possibility that those services could provide greater likelihood of a successful outcome at a lower cost.  Like Senate Bill 1088, this legislation excludes participation of the executive department in the development of a preferred provider organization designed plan.  While the establishment of a new preferred provider plan has merit, the legislation fails to address the administrative inadequacies of the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board.  The private sector must be involved in developing new medical plans and assisting in bringing competent, professional management to the Agency.”
	Passed the House 98-0 on May 28, 1998.

	SB 1321
	Senator Monson

Representative Braddock
	Requiring the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to provide coverage under Medicaid for smoking cessation treatment.
	“...because this legislation places legislative limits on smoking cessation treatment.  Senate Bill 1321 authorizes Medicaid benefits to only certain methods of treatment for smoking cessation.  Because medical science is constantly making progress in methods of smoking cessation treatment, the type of treatment best suited to an individual should be left to the professionals in the field.  While I encourage the Health Care Authority to offer smoking cessation treatment, Legislation dictating the types of treatment is not appropriate.”
	Passed the House 73-20 on May 27, 1998.

	SB 1332
	Senator Stipe

Representative Hilliard
	Enabling the state to consider the contracting history of private prison contractors, directing vendors to secure various insurance coverages, and requiring private prison operators to have emergency management plans for inmate riots and escapes.
	“...this legislation sets statutory contract requirements on the state and private business entities in regards to private prisons.  Many of the provisions in SB 1332 would severely restrict the ability of the state to enter into agreements for private prison facilities.”
	Passed the House 92-0 on May 28, 1998.

	SB 1353
	Senator Stipe

Representative Tyler
	Prohibiting the Department of Transportation and the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority from awarding construction contracts utilizing design/build methods and authorizing the agencies to enter into contracts with state employees who have reached the Rule of 80.
	“...because it specifically prohibits the use of modern approved construction procedures.  Building roads, bridges and highways based on design/construct concept is a construction option that should be available to the Department of Transportation.  Elimination of any process which has the potential of saving the state money or has the potential of providing the state with more value for taxpayer dollars is not a responsible action.”
	Passed the House 95-2 on May 28, 1998.
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	HB 1004
	Representative Deutschendorf

Senator Helton
	Exempting Prison Industry products from Central Purchasing Act.
	“Submission of legislation to exempt agencies from a standardized regulation system for making purchases indicates there are serious deficiencies in an archaic system.  The proper way to address these deficiencies is not to continue creating exceptions, but to develop a modern useful system to protect the process of spending state dollars.”
	Passed House 101-0 on May 30, 1997.

	HB 1019
	Representative Ervin 

Senator Rozell
	Implementing geographical districts for the Aeronautics Commission Districts.
	“...restricting appointments to limited geographical regions reduces my ability to recruit interested knowledgeable citizens to volunteer to serve in state government.”
	Passed House 100-0 on May 30, 1997.

	HB 1071
	Representative Voskuhl

Senator Easley
	Creation of a Rural Telephone Advisory Council to recommend to the Corporation Commission extending area telephone calling plans for rural Oklahoma.
	“...HB 1071 is not necessary in order to accomplish improvement of non metropolitan calling patterns and could serve to impair the progress already made by the Oklahoma Corporation Commission.  Currently, the Commission is very involved in working with the industry in developing calling patterns which will best suit non metropolitan needs.  The citizens of this state will be better served through the orderly progress of the Commission process.”
	Passed House 82-17 on February 25, 1997.

	HB 1077
	Representative Seikel

Senator Monson
	Requiring insurance coverage for biologically-related severe mental illness.
	“...because initiating new mandated benefits must be approached very cautiously.  HB 1077 which mandates mental health benefits could be extremely costly for many employers and could result in the cancellation of medical coverage.”
	Passed House 74-23 on May 26, 1997.

	HB 1091
	Representative Roberts

Senator Monson
	Exempting the Employees Benefit Council from the Central Purchasing Act in order for it to have greater control on insurance plan vendors wishing to distribute marketing and communications information during a plan year.
	“...because providing still another exemption from the requirements of the Central Purchasing Act perpetrates a system which is in need of major reform.  The purposes of uniform purchasing procedures which are applicable to all state agencies is a responsible government practice.  Submission of legislation to exempt agencies from a standardized regulation system for making purchases indicates there are serious deficiencies in an archaic system.  The proper way to address these deficiencies is not to continue creating exceptions, but to develop a modern useful system to protect the process of spending state dollars.”
	Passed House 97-0 on May 23, 1997.

	HB 1270
	Representative Hilliard

Senator Weedn
	Creating training program developed by the Merit Protection Commission for state employees conducting  administrative investigations of state agencies.
	“...administration and development of training of state employees has been delegated the Office of Personnel Management by statute.  The Legislative guidelines established are currently being implemented through a statewide coordinated effort by the Office of Personnel Management.  To assign this same responsibility to another agency would be to begin a process of expanding government by authorizing duplicative and overlapping duties.”  
	Passed House 100-0 on May 30, 1997.

	HB 1396
	Representative Roach

Senator Easley
	Prohibiting certain landowner actions as an unreasonable interference with a pipeline easement.
	“HB 1396 dictates terms for inclusion in contracts between private parties which could result in an unfair advantage to one of the parties involved.  This is not an appropriate function of state government.”
	Passed House 57-43 on May 26, 1997.  Emergency failed 57-43.

	HB 1601
	Representative Roach

Senator Henry
	Increasing penalties for failure to provide workers’ compensation insurance.
	“...this bill contains provisions which would cancel some of the provisions recommended by the Fallin Commission on Workers’ Compensation Reform and adopted by the Legislature....It is important to maintain the integrity of the provisions of that legislation until the need for any subsequent changes is demonstrated by application or enforcement.”
	Passed House 100-0 on May 30, 1997.

	HB 1757
	Representative Ross

Senator Horner
	Adding certain contract provisions for essential community and special providers to the Oklahoma Medicaid Healthcare Options Act.
	“...this bill imposes requirements on the Health Care Authority in the delivery of health care services which are too restrictive.  It is not wise public policy to mandate that specific providers be used.  Those decisions should be dictated by the demands of the market place.”
	Passed House 97-1 on May 28, 1997.

	HB 1862
	Representative Hamilton

Senator Haney
	Authorizing the creation of a citizen supported organization to assist Oklahoma Arts Council.
	“...creation of an entity by statute is to create a state agency.  As a result, the entity created would be required to comply with all statutory restrictions applicable to governmental entities...this entity would become duplicative of the existing Oklahoma Arts Council.  An organization such as the one envisioned by the language of House Bill 1862 can be formed without the necessity of statutory authorization.  The stated purpose of this act is to encourage private citizen support which would not be well served by imposing additional procedural restrictions on the entity.  The people of Oklahoma and the patrons of the arts in Oklahoma would be better served by allowing private citizens to form their own Arts Council support organization and not to create additional state bureaucracy.”
	Passed House 100-0 on May 27, 1997.

	HB 1870
	Representative Hamilton

Senator Haney
	Authorizing the Department of Corrections to expend money to construct an industries building for furniture production and general warehousing.
	“...expansion of physical facilities of the industries area of the Department of Corrections without a comprehensive plan would be premature.  The Department should develop a long term comprehensive plan for expansion of industries facilities.”
	Passed House 91-5 on May 28, 1997.

	HB 1920
	Representative Hutchison

Senator Easley
	Amending the selection process of the Grand River Dam Authority Board of Directors by giving the Grand River Dam Lakes Authority Advisory Commission one appointment.
	“...because this bill contravenes several constitutional and statutory laws and principles.  First, the legislative statement of the purpose of the Grand River Dam Authority Lakes Advisory Commission as provided in Section 4203 of Title 63 of the Oklahoma Statutes.  The language of House Bill 1920, by altering the function of the advisory commission from one of providing a forum for persons to address issues related to the lakes under the administration of the GRDA to directing implementation of legislative policy, amend the provisions of Section 4230 which is in violation of Article V, Section 57 of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibiting amendment by reference.  In addition a representative of the GRDA sits on the Advisory Commission.  The results would be a Board member would be making a decision on membership of a fellow board member....Finally, the Constitution of Oklahoma, in Section 1 of Article IV mandates three separate departments of state government, the Legislative, Executive, and Judicia (sic).  House Bill 1920 alters the function of the Advisory Commission to the extent that is [sic] authorizes a commission which consists of legislative members and legislative appointments to implement policy set by the legislature in violation of the constitutionally mandated separation of powers of government.” 
	Passed House 100-0 on February 12, 1997.

	HB 1995
	Representative Hamilton

Senator Haney
	Adding sales tax exemption concerning certain transfers of tangible personal property arising from the University Hospitals transaction with Presbyterian Hospital.
	“...the change in law contained in this bill is an exact duplicate of the change already made and signed into law in House Bill 2140.”
	Passed House 93-6 on May 30, 1997.

	HB 2138
	Representative Paulk

Senator Herbert
	Prohibiting the use of automated telephone answering systems by state agencies during regular business hours.
	“...this legislation imposes an unfunded mandate on many state agencies to increase administrative costs.  In many instances, the provisions of House Bill 2138 will require an increase in state employees thereby increasing the size of government.  This is not in the best interest of the taxpayers of this state.  While I support the basic concept of non-mechanical answering of telephones for state agencies, the implementation of this effort needs to be appropriately administered and funded and should depend upon the individual discretion of individual managers and supervisors depending upon the frequency of their contact with the public.”
	Passed House 92-7 on May 27, 1997.

	SB 79
	Senator Dickerson Representative Askins
	Authorizing various state agencies unclassified employees, permitting programmers involved in addressing the Year 2000 problem to be transferred temporarily to the unclassified service, and reducing the number of unclassified employees at the Health Care Authority.
	“...because it creates many new jobs in the unclassified service in certain agencies and directs classification of many heretofore unclassified jobs in other agencies.  There is not a consistent pattern presented for the need for such changes.  If, in fact, there is a need for major revisions of job classifications because of needs and duties, then careful study and coordination with the Office of Personnel Management, the Office of State Finance, and the various agencies involved would better serve the State and the taxpayers of the State.”
	Passed House 91-9 on May 30, 1997.

	SB 159
	Senator Haney

Representative Hamilton
	Authorizing the Department of Corrections to enter into lease-purchase agreement with the Cushing Municipal Authority for a private prison.
	“...the provisions of this bill would negate the flexibility obtained by the negotiating contracts with private prison entities.  In addition, it is inappropriate for the state to become in effect, the guarantor of financial obligations issued by a municipality.  Moreover, I do not believe it is appropriate at this time for the state to enter into any new acquisitions of public prison facilities.  That should be the roll of the private sector.”
	Passed House 101-0 on May 30, 1997.

	SB 267
	Senator Shurden

Representative Stanley
	Authorizing the Wildlife Conservation Commission to assist in creating the Wildlife Conservation Foundation of Oklahoma and authorizing the Commission to issue special permits for various species.
	“...it [SB 267] embraces more than one subject in violation of the provisions of Section 57 of Article V of the Oklahoma Constitution.  In addition, the needs of the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation Commission would better be served by a private Foundation.”
	Passed House 93-6 on April 7, 1997.

	SB 286
	Senator Shurden

Representative Leist
	Changing the organization of the Department of Public Safety by adding the Oklahoma Capitol Patrol as a Division in the agency.
	“Senate Bill 286 is not in compliance with the requirements of Section 57 of Article V of the Oklahoma Constitution places certain restrictions on legislation.  Included in that section is the provision that ‘Every act of the Legislature shall embrace one subject...’.  Sections 1, 2 and 3 of this bill address much needed changes and improvements in the Department of Public Safety.  They include procedures and salary levels which I wholeheartedly support and will support in a stand alone bill regarding the Capitol Patrol.  Senate Bill 286 is not in compliance with the requirements of Section 57 of Article V of the Oklahoma Constitution.”
	Passed House 88-3 on May 30, 1997.

	SB 328
	Senator Herbert

Representative Dunegan
	Authorizing the Tourism Department to award public construction and other construction-related contracts rather than the Department of Central Services for a one-year period.
	“...because providing still another exemption from the requirements of the Central Purchasing Act perpetrates a system which is in need of major reform.”
	Passed House 93-6 on May 29, 1997.

	SB 461
	Senator Fisher

Representative Deutschendorf
	Transferring administration of Oklahoma Housing Trust Fund from Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency to Oklahoma Department of Commerce.
	“...the addition of providing down payment assistance, loan assistance, and housing conversion and pre and past home buyer assistance exceeds my request for a mechanism to increase rural low and moderate income housing by leveraging public and private funding available for infrastructure development.  Currently, there are programs being implemented through state funding of the rural Economic Assistance Program to help with infrastructure development and federal programs which provide loan, down payment and ownership assistance.  Accordingly, my request was more limited and would have resulted in a more cooperative effort between the public and private sector.”
	Passed House 65-34 on May 20, 1997.

	SB 482
	Senator Henry

Representative Weaver
	Restating unlimited original jurisdiction of district courts and recognizing sovereign immunity of certain Indian tribes.
	“...this bill would have a chilling effect on potential economic development partnerships between Tribes of this state and non tribal business entities.  The ambiguities in the language of the bill such as ‘...except as otherwise provided in the Constitution and laws of this state and the Constitution and laws of the United States.’ and ‘Any case where the exercise of sovereign immunity has been abrogated by Congress or by a treaty with the United States.’ merely provides fodder for further litigation in carving out appropriate jurisdiction guidelines.  To sign this bill would be to detract from positive business relationships.”
	Passed House 52-47 on May 28, 1997. Emergency failed 52-47.

	SB 614
	Senator Wilkerson

Representative Dale Smith
	Directing the Oklahoma Tax Commission to promulgate rules so that an innocent purchaser of a motor vehicle can obtain a clear certificate of title even though there may be a problem with a vehicle information number. 
	“...the proposed language does not accomplish the intended purpose as related to the authors and law enforcement agencies.  Both authors have been consulted by my staff and agree to this veto and will author appropriate language next Session to accomplish the intended purpose.”
	Passed the House 90-4 on April 1, 1997.

	SB 698
	Senator Dickerson

Representative Paulk
	Permitting leave for employees involved in job-related professional organizations. 
	“...it allows additional paid time off the job only to certain employees.  This would create an inequitable advantage to a limited number of state employees.  To discriminate in this manner is not sound public policy.”
	Passed the House 60-37 on May 15, 1997.

	SB 699
	Senator Dunlap

Representative Bryant
	Enacting the Oklahoma Privatization of State Functions Act establishing procedures agencies must follow before they can privatize state functions, including notification of affected employees so that they would have an opportunity for input.
	“...state law now permits state agencies to contract with private companies for services necessary to the agency mission.  The Oklahoma Central Purchasing Act provides guidelines and procedures which need to be followed for the protection of state monies and to assure the agency mission is properly performed.  The added procedures by this bill would only serve to chill private section interest in contracting with state agencies.”
	Passed the House 98-2 on May 29, 1997.



SUBSTANTIVE BILLS VETOED


1996 SESSION
	MEASURE
	AUTHORS
	SUBJECT
	REASON FOR VETO

	HB 1066
	Representative Sadler/

Senator Monson
	Adds licensed marital and family therapists to the list of professionals qualified to perform mental health therapeutic, diagnostic and counseling functions on children pursuant to the Inpatient Mental Health Treatment of Children Act.
	"This bill diminishes the current safeguards to assure the protection of the public and the mentally ill from potentially inaccurate mental health evaluation by unqualified persons.”

	HB 1238
	Representative Crocker/

Senator Easley
	Requires applications for projects issued under the state's private bond ceiling to disclose any elected officials who have a financial interest in the application and that those applications be denied.
	"...because it will have a chilling effect on business people who may wish to enter public service.  It would also have a significant negative impact on the ability to attract qualified candidates to serve on school boards, rural water districts, as well as city, county, state and federal offices beyond the scope and intent of current conflict of interest legislation....Full disclosure of potential financial interest, not prohibitions against service, should be our goal. This bill does not accomplish that."

	HB 1799
	Representative Hamilton/

Senator Haney
	Authorizes the Legislature to specify limited uses for the expenditure of Department of Environmental Quality revolving fund and environmental trust revolving fund sub-accounts.
	“...because Trust Funds should not be diverted for general operational purposes.”

	HB 1819
	Representative Hamilton/

Senator Haney
	Requires the disposal of airplanes purchased by the Department of Public Safety to be approved by concurrent resolution.
	"...because the limited time within which the legislature is available to make decisions regarding disposition of state property can cause a loss on recovery of the value of the property."

	HB 2102
	Representative Begley/

Senator Don Williams
	Changes the ad valorem tax protest process for public service corporations, air carriers, and railroads.
	“...because this bill discourages certain types of rural business growth in our state.  The changes in procedures regarding protesting of ad valorem taxes places an undue burden on many small rural businesses and would serve to discourage long-term capital investment in rural areas of Oklahoma.”

	HB 2143
	Representative Taylor/

Senator Harrison
	Modifies the sunset list and creates the Advisory Commission on Latin American and Hispanic Affairs.
	“...because historically Advisory Commissions which are sensitive to special needs of special segments of our Oklahoma citizens are created by the Chief Executive.”

	HB 2239
	Representative Erwin/

Senator Bell
	Expands the areas for commercial turtle harvesting to include any waters except those within municipalities.
	“This bill encourages infringement on personal property rights of citizens.  In addition, the provisions of this legislation could result in an adverse effect on certain streams in our state.”

	HB 2360
	Representative Weaver/

Senator Henry
	Requires the Department of Public Safety and the Tax Commission to submit a report making recommendations for legislation to regulate and license jet ski and boat operators.
	"...because the provisions of this bill would limit which state agencies would be eligible to be involved in efforts to address a problem that involves several areas of state concern including not only the need for regulatory fees and regulation of water safety, but also potentially environmental concerns and the Oklahoma tourism industry."

	HB 2408
	Representative Beutler/

Senator Harrison
	Modifies the law relating to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board's administration of limited quantity stream permits and limited quantity groundwater permits.  Exempts employees of rural water, sewer, gas, and solid waste districts from certain adverse impacts from the state nepotism laws.
	"This exception to the nepotism laws would send a wrong message to the citizens of this state....Once one exception is made, although it is probably well intentioned, there would be the inescapable potential for opening the floodgates for other exceptions...."

	HB 2445
	Representative Voskuhl/

Senator Easley
	Requires the Corporation Commission to submit proposed rules to the Legislature for review regarding extended area and wide-area calling plans for rural areas.  Creates a Rural Telephone Rule Advisory Council.
	"...because the problem being addressed in this legislation is currently being addressed by the Oklahoma Corporation Commission through their (sic) Notice of Inquiry process."  This process is viewed as more inclusive and orderly than that in the legislation.

	HB 2483
	Representative Leist/

Senator Shurden
	Requires certain concentrated animal feeding operations to apply to the State Board of Agriculture for a license to establish and operate with the Board having the option to deny issuance of a license because of noncompliance with certain orders or laws.
	“...because the Oklahoma State Board of Agriculture may promulgate rules pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act to accomplish the apparent purpose of the statutory amendments contained in this bill.  Such rules could be more sensitive to individual case by case needs resulting in less restriction on the growth of the agriculture industry in Oklahoma.”

	HB 2621
	Representative Paulk/

Senator Dickerson
	Creates the State Employees Fair Labor Relations Act which relates to state employees associations’ access to employees at state agencies.
	The Constitution “prohibits granting to any association or corporation any exclusive rights or privileges within the state....Currently, there exists private entities that have state employee members and that appear and lobby for state employees.  State employees can join or not, and participate or not as they choose.  By this action a state employee will not be prevented from participating in these or other types of private organizations.”

	HB 2698
	Representative Ervin/

Senator Henry
	Authorizes the Department of Human Services to collect fees from persons owing child support to cover the costs of collection and requires a study of the actual costs of child support for non-AFDC participants in order to determine an appropriate fee to charge for pursuing child support collections for non-AFDC parents.
	"...because I am advised that this legislation does not accomplish the intended purpose of recovery of costs by the Child Support Enforcement Division of the Department of Human Services from individuals not receiving Aid to Families with Dependent Children which I strongly advocate.  I am further advised that current law allows the agency to implement cost recovery pursuant to rules adopted by the Department and that it is not cost effective to recover costs as mandated by this legislation."

	HB 2704
	Representative Rice/

Senator Easley
	Requires the State Auditor and Inspector to notify a  municipality when a petition for an audit is received and to determine whether a new audit is necessary.
	"...because it is too restrictive on the independence of the State Auditor."

	HB 2707
	Representative Roberts/

Senator Monson
	Establishes conditions under which political subdivisions may participate in the state's deferred compensation program.
	"The bill places an unnecessarily restrictive limit on the ability of local governmental entities to participate in deferred compensation plans.  In addition there is an additional cost to the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System which has not been contemplated in the submitted proposed budget placed."

	HB 2782
	Representative Steidley/

Senator Taylor
	Provides for severance pay for state employees in the event of a reduction in force caused by a reduction in funding.  Authorizes the Administrator of the Office of Personnel Management to make recommendations regarding the reform of the state classified service.
	“...because this legislation is discriminatory, cumbersome, and contains vague provisions which could not, in the presented form, be implemented by a state agency.”

	HB 2981
	Representative Bastin/

Senator Herbert
	Makes a variety of changes relating to the Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners.  Creates the Oklahoma Barbers Regulation Act.
	The bill violates the one-subject provision.  In addition, the Governor objects to the creation of a separate Barber Board noting that a similar agency was repealed in 1985.  “This type of growth in not a positive step for a more streamlined and efficient government.”

	HB 2982
	Representative Thomas/

Senator Cain
	Clarifies terms of the members of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.  Abolishes the Oklahoma Basic Health Benefits Board.
	"...The current law provides for a majority of legislative appointments to an executive board which performs administrative duties.  This bill does not correct that constitutional infirmity."

	SB 694
	Senator Easley/

Representative Hutchison
	Specifies that elected municipal officers and school board members who are appointed to a county board or a public trust members are not subject to the prohibition against dual office holding law.
	"This exception to the legal prohibition against duel (sic) office holding as with the nepotism exceptions would send a wrong message to the citizens of this state....Allowing municipal officers and school board members to also sit on county boards and public trust authorities could create potential conflicts to the detriment of local governmental entities...."

	SB 805
	Senator Haney/

Representative Hamilton
	Provides that certain monies not required to satisfy the normal costs for the State Judicial Retirement System shall be available for funding the Supreme Court's computer automation plan and court security enhancements.
	This bill which directs funds collected for the State Judicial Retirement Fund to be diverted to another revolving fund is violative of the constitutional provision prohibiting income of any public retirement system from being diverted to any other purposes.

	SB 876
	Senator Rozell/

Representative Culver
	Modifies appointment of the members of the Scenic River Commission by providing additional appointees for the Governor, Speaker Pro Tempore and Speaker and specifies the geographic areas from which additional members will be elected.
	"The current law provides for legislative appointments to an executive board which performs administrative duties.  This bill does not correct that constitutional infirmity."

	SB 891
	Senator Monson/

Representative Roberts
	Allows state employees to purchase retirement credit from the Oklahoma Public Employees Retirement System when employees are terminated due to the loss of federal funds or privatization.
	"...because this legislation would set a bad precedent by authorizing special limited intrusions on the Public Employees Retirement System thereby increasing the unfunded liability of the system."

	SB 899
	Senator Littlefield/

Representative Fields
	Allows certain organizations to conduct bingo games in which up to five games may be played on a single face during a session.  Allows certain organizations to pay charity games taxes based upon the amount of charity game activity conducted during the preceding month.
	"...because the changes mandated by Senate Bill 899 regarding the levying and collection of taxes on charity games would result in an enormous tax reduction or potential tax avoidance for some but not all operators of charity games and thus reduce the amount of funds available to fund the Higher Education Bond issue to which these funds were dedicated."

	SB 908
	Senator Leftwich/

Representative Blackburn
	Provides for tuition waivers for children of state employees killed in the line of duty.
	"...because it is unfair to the children of Oklahoma taxpayers by a criminal act to not receive the same consideration as those of employees of the State of Oklahoma."

	SB 987
	Senator Stipe/

Representative Adair
	Requires the Department of Transportation to publish portions of engineering estimates ten days prior to the bid submission date.
	"The procedure provided for in this bill creates an exception, applicable only to the Department of Transportation, to the safeguards relating to the bidding process in this State....It is in the best interest of the citizens and taxpayers of this state to keep in place all procedures which assure an equitable and ethical bidding process."

	SB 988
	Senator Stipe/

Representative Dunegan
	Requires the Department of Transportation (DOT) to enter into agreements with other states regarding overweight permits.  Allows DOT to accept the Western Regional Permit Agreement for certain trucks and weight sizes.  Allows DOT to establish designated routes for vehicles operating under regional and national permits.
	"This bill violates the provisions of Article V, Section 1, of the Oklahoma Constitution in that it delegates the authority to regulate certain types of truck permits to a private non-governmental entity. This legislation mandates the Department of Transportation to accept truck weight load limits set by a private entity without regard to concerns about the effect such limits may have on Oklahoma streets, roads, bridges, and highways.  Current law authorizes the Department of Transportation to enter into regional truck permit agreements when it is practical and feasible for the state."

	SB 996
	Senator Roberts/

Representative Stanley
	Provides that persons wishing to vote in municipal or school elections be required to sign the proper precinct registry and indicate on it the school district or precinct in which they reside.
	"...because implementation of the provisions of the added requirements of this legislation will cause a time delay to the voters at the time of voting and the accuracy of the information elicited at the time of voting will be diminished."

	SB 1017
	Senator Shurden/

Representative Leist
	Allows the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to designate portions of a highway located on the outskirts and are within the boundaries of a municipality to fall under the authority of DPS.  The outskirts of a municipality are to be determined using certain specified criteria.  (This language was also found in Senate Bill 685 which was signed into law.)
	"...because it would remove local law enforcement control.  This bill would create pockets of the state which would be abandoned by local law enforcement due to lack of authority.  The vetoing of this bill is not intended to encourage local governmental entities to act irresponsibly in their annexing practices or in their law enforcement efforts."

	SB 1043
	Senator Roberts/

Representative Settle
	Allows for full compensation for damages in an action for injury to a right to or interest in the quantity of water.
	"...because the tort liability imposed in this bill is unlimited."

	SB 1077
	Senator Ed Long/

Representative Wells
	Modifies restrictions relating to limits on competitive bidding on public construction and documentation for school construction projects and travel expenses by school employees.
	"...because this legislation eliminates requirements which guarantee management of school funds through the elimination of the requirement for affidavits attached to invoices submitted on architect, contractor, engineer, or supplier of material to school boards and the requirement for travel expenses to be itemized and documented."

	SB 1100
	Senator Don Williams/

Representative Anthony
	Provides for omnibus education reform including salary step increases for career teachers, expansion of early childhood programs and an increase in the amount of local district control over such matters as textbook selection.
	“...because it dramatically expands early childhood programs.  In order for the quality of education in public schools of this state to be improved, we need to work to improve the current system as opposed to expanding early childhood programs.  Such expansion would only serve to spread our limited resources even thinner.  The veto of this bill still leaves the funding provided for teacher pay increases in SB 800 and I encourage the school districts to use those funds to increase the salaries of experienced teachers.  The challenge educating kindergarten through twelfth grade has yet to be fully met.  This expansion of early childhood programs would create a new unfunded liability in our education system in excess of Fifty Million Dollars.  The business of educating four year olds should be the responsibility of the parents, not the state.”

	SB 1130


	Senator Dickerson/

Representative Paulk
	Allows voluntary payroll deductions for dues or contributions to foundations established by public employees associations.  Provides minimum guidelines for agency internal investigations.
	The bill violates the one-subject provision in the Oklahoma Constitution.



GOVERNOR KEATING’S VETOES, 1995-96

SUBSTANTIVE BILLS VETOED


1995 SESSION
	MEASURE
	AUTHORS
	SUBJECT
	REASON FOR VETO

	HB 1045
	Representative Paulk/

Senator Cole
	Creates the Oklahoma Commission on the Deaf and Hearing-Impaired.
	“...because this bill violates the constitutionally mandated separation of powers of government...This bill creates an entity of the executive branch of government which has a governing body consisting of members appointed by both the legislative branch of government as well as the executive branch of government....”

	HB 1174
	Representative Fields/

Senator Stipe
	Exempts correctional officers and Oklahoma Veterans’ Centers from hiring freezes.
	“...I believe it (the bill) is an attempt to usurp the Executive Power of the Governor....Carving out special exemptions dilutes the purpose of a hiring freeze.”

	HB 1246
	Representative McCorkell/

Senator Penny Williams
	Creates the Task Force on Privatization to study the feasibility and desirability of having traditionally public services performed by the private sector.
	“...because I have already created a Commission, funded exclusively by private funds to assess government performance and make recommendations for ways to make state government more efficient and cost effective within constitutional and statutory confines.  These recommendations will include privatization initiatives.”

	HB 1323
	Representative Steidley/

Senator Taylor
	Provides that the members of the Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma Public Employees’ Retirement System are not subject to the prohibition against dual office holding.
	"...because it is not in the best interest of the State to add to the list of exceptions to statutory prohibition against dual office holding."

	HB 1569
	Representative Hager/

Senator Ed Long

	Establishes the Oklahoma school-to-work system and outlines the requirements for local programs.  Creates the School-to-Work Executive Council.
	"In this time of limited financial resources, it is inappropriate to try to dismantle a successful existing system to create a new system to accomplish the same result.  Any alteration of the system which might result in conflicts between the Vo-Tech system and the common and higher education systems would do a great disservice to the concerted efforts to provide appropriate quality education for the children of this state."

	HB 1575
	Representative Seikel/

Senator Cain
	Creates the Oklahoma Human Services Foundation.
	"...because this bill violates the constitutionally mandated separation of powers of government.  House Bill 1575 seeks to infringe on the authority delegated to me as the Governor of Oklahoma....This bill creates an entity of the executive branch of government which has a governing body consisting of members appointed by both the legislative branch of government as well as the executive branch of government."

	HB 1727
	Representative Hamilton/

Senator Haney
	Transfers the Office of Volunteerism from the Secretary of State to the State Department of Education.
	"...because transferring the Office of Volunteerism to a new administering agency at this time is not practical.  There are ongoing efforts of the Office which would be needlessly disrupted.   The potential for privatization of some if not all of the duties of the Office could only be realized by the continuing efforts of the Office of the Secretary of State."

	HB 1865
	Representative Seikel/

Senator Monson
	Creates the Early Identification and Service Support for Children and Families Act.  Directs several state agencies to jointly design and implement a system for early identification of children and their families.
	"...because this bill duplicates existing legislation for the coordination of services to children and youth.  In addition, the new requirements are intrusive on families, and does (sic) not provide a service which would justify this invasion."

	HB 1881
	Representative Toure/

Senator Leftwich
	Creates the Housing Trust Fund and the Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee.
	HB 1881 was vetoed because: "1. It creates a new state agency.  Expanding the size of state government at this time of great financial crisis is fiscally irresponsible.  2. This new state agency will have the same authority as an existing entity which is currently performing statutorily authorized functions.  3. The newly created state agency consisting of a majority of members appointed by the Legislature would not be a constitutional entity.  HB 1881 transfers executive authority to the Legislative department of government."

	HB 2002
	Representative Voskuhl/

Senator Penny Williams
	Creates the Family-Centered and Community Designed Services Act.  Directs several state agencies to jointly implement the system for the local community design and delivery of services to children and their families.
	"...because the cost of implementing a common data management system would be enormous.   At this time of severe budget crisis in the state, to authorize the initiating of such efforts would be fiscally irresponsible.  House Bill 2002 imposes requirements which would be highly intrusive into the private lives of the citizens of this state."

	HJR 1050
	Representative Gray/

Senator Cole
	Disapproves certain emergency rules of the Housing Finance Authority relating to allocation procedures and to threshold requirements.
	"...because the emergency rules adopted are corrective rules implemented to guarantee that the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency will be able to fairly and equitably administer the state's qualified allocation plan...."

	SB 21
	Senator Penny Williams/

Representative Blackburn
	Increases the qualifying income for the additional homestead exemption from $10,000 to $12,000.  Designates the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency as the state housing credit agency.
	The bill violates the single subject rule for legislation in the Oklahoma Constitution.

	SB 156
	Senator Littlefield/

Representative Sadler
	Changes the tax levied on breakopen ticket games from 10% of gross receipts to 3% of net receipts.  Allows certain organizations to pay charity games taxes based upon the amount of charity game activity conducted during the preceding month.
	"...because the changes in Senate Bill 156 regarding the levying and collecting of the taxes on charity games would result in a lower tax rate on certain types of charity games.  In addition, both the payment and collection of taxes would be made more difficult and therefore result in an unnecessary burden to the charity game operator and a loss to the state."

	SB 246
	Senator Easley/

Representative Rice
	Provides additional compensation of up to $75 per day for meetings for members of the Grand River Dam Authority Board of Directors.
	Like most board and commission members, those of the GRDA serve on a part-time, voluntary basis and are normally reimbursed for travel expenses.  So, "by signing this bill, a bad precedent would be set as to encouraging the payment of salaries for voluntary board and commission members."

	SB 282
	Senator Shedrick/

Representative Toure
	Clarifies that actions brought under the Governmental Tort Claims Act are subject to an extension of time for filing new actions under certain circumstances.
	The bill fails to amend the Governmental Tort Claims Act itself, but amends another general act thereby violating a provision in the Oklahoma Constitution that prohibits amendments by reference.

	SB 324
	Senator Weedn/

Representative Anthony
	Increases the membership of the State Employees Benefits Council.
	"...because the members to be added to the Oklahoma State Employees Benefits Council are from private voluntary non-governmental organizations.  Section 1 of Article V of the Oklahoma Constitution vests legislative authority in the state House and Senate.  The Legislature cannot delegate their (sic) policy making authority to private organizations or individuals....In addition, persons who are not members of the two organizations (OPEA and OEA) but who fit the class being represented would be discriminated against."

	SB 332
	Sen. Leftwich/

Representative Paulk
	Creates the Oklahoma Privatization Functions Act.  Specifies that purpose of this Act is to set guidelines for the purpose of privatization of state services.
	"...because state law now permits state agencies to contract with private companies for services necessary to the agency mission.  The Oklahoma Central Purchasing Act provides guidelines and procedures which need to be followed for the protection of state monies and to assure the agency mission is properly performed.  The added procedures imposed by this bill would only serve to chill private sector interest in contracting with state agencies."

	SB 377
	Senator Helton/

Representative Askins
	Requires the Department of Human Services to arrange for a criminal history investigation, conducted by the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation, for a foster family applicant and any adult residing in such foster home prior to initial placement of a child into a foster family.
	"...because this bill, though meritorious, would have the effect of eliminating the improved provisions regarding protection of children in child care facilities and day care centers as enacted by SB 384."

	SB 414
	Senator Penny Williams/ Representative Roberts
	Creates the School Board Alliance for Education Improvement.
	"...because this bill seeks to infringe on the authority delegated to me as the Governor of Oklahoma....This bill merges the legislature into the exercise of executive power by creating a new agency in the executive department but authorizing legislative appointments to serve on the governing body of that agency....In addition, Senate Bill 414 attempts to create an agency which would have duties that are already performed by existing entities."

	SB 483
	Senator Monson/

Representative Roberts
	Defines more clearly the responsibilities of the Oklahoma State and Education Employees Group Insurance Board and the Oklahoma State Employees Benefits Council in administering state benefits.  Transfers the administration of the Employee Assistance Program from the Office of Personnel Management to the Employees Benefits Council.
	“...because although there are a few potentially acceptable provisions in Senate Bill 483, it limits participation by vendors in State Insurance Programs by inserting more control and more restraints on the scope and level of benefits....”

	SB 526
	Senator Monson/

Representative Roberts
	Allows long-time state employees to purchase three years of retirement credit if their job is eliminated due to privatization.
	"...because this bill increases the unfunded liability of an already seriously unfunded retirement system.”

	SB 546
	Senator Dickerson/

Representative Dunegan
	Provides all state agencies the longevity and sick leave options given to the University Hospitals Authority for privatization activities affecting other agencies.  Provides minimum due process guidelines that agencies must follow in conducting internal investigations of their employees.
	"...because Section 14 of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits use of state tax money for other than public purposes.  The granting of special payments above the regular payments made for services received does not comply with constitutional limitations."  The bill also violates the Oklahoma Constitution's provisions requiring special legislation.

	SB 551
	Senator Easley/

Representative Roberts
	Requires newly elected municipal officials to attend the Governing Officials Institute.
	"...because Section 51 of Article V of the Oklahoma Constitution prohibits granting to any association or corporation any exclusive rights or privileges within the state.  Senate Bill 551 grants a non governmental entity the exclusive right to develop curriculum for a municipal governmental training institute."

	SB 560
	Senator Dickerson/

Representative Steidley
	Includes a representative from the Oklahoma Public Employees Association as a member of the Health Care Information Advisory Committee.  Provides for the continuation of the Temporary Employee Health Benefit Task Force.
	"...because the Health Care Authority Information Advisory Committee serves the Oklahoma Health Care Authority on a statewide level.  Of the 16 members on the Health Care Authority Information Advisory Committee the only non-medically oriented member is from large statewide employee organization(s).  To begin granting individual employee organizations to this Committee would result in a change in the emphasis of the mission of the Committee.  This would be a disservice to the needs of the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.”

	SB 588
	Senator Monson/

Representative Toure
	Provides procedures for the transfer of employees from the Department of Human Services to the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.
	"...because the bill could impose limitations on the Oklahoma Health Care Authority.  Such limitations could be restrictions on their (sic) ability to reduce staff and at the same time cause an increase in employees.  In addition, the ability to effectively privatize all or part of their (sic) duties could be jeopardized."

	SB 653
	Senator Leftwich/

Representative Paulk
	Creates the Oklahoma State Employee Charitable Campaign Act.  Provides new procedures relating to the annually authorized payroll deduction fund-raising effort among state employees.
	"...because charitable giving should be the individual choice of each employee.  Oklahoma law now provides an adequate method to allow state employees to make charitable contributions.  The provisions of Senate Bill 653 adds procedures which would tend to place inappropriate undue pressure on state employees."

	SB 663
	Senator Ed Long/

Representative Hager
	Prohibits adverse actions against students absent from school because of jury duty.  Allows a substitute teacher to have the same assignment for more than 20 days in a school year if the substitute holds a valid certificate.  Changes qualifications for certain members of the Board of Trustees of the Oklahoma School of Math and Science.
	The bill violates the one-subject provision regarding legislation in the Oklahoma Constitution since the bill relates to jury service, substitute teachers, and the Board of Trustees for the Oklahoma School of Math and Science.



	SJR 16
	Senator Cain/

Representative Seikel
	Directs the Department of Health to enter into an agreement with the Social Security Administration in order to participate in the voluntary Enumeration at Birth program.
	"...because the provisions of this legislation provided no needed services or assistance to new parents.  The assignment of social security numbers to newborn infants serves no useful justifiable governmental purpose.  Mere birth is not sufficient cause to be assigned a number.  In addition, the assignment of social security numbers to all newborn infants would place added burdens on the State Department of Health....I am committed to reducing the burden of state government on our citizens."
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